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PREFACE. 


rjlHESE Lists of Antiquarian Remains in the Central Provinces and Berar are 
compiled from old manuscript and printed lists, very imperfect. General Sir 
Alexander Cunningham’s Reports, the Central Provinces and Berar Gazetteers, a 
short list in Dr. Burgess’ Lists of Remains in the Bombay Presidency, additions and 
corrections received from District Officers, and information gleaned personally 
during two tours which I made in 1892-93-94 through portions of these districts. The 
orders of Government with regard to this compilation are contained in the Govern- 
ment of Bombay Resolutions in the General Department, Nos. 2355 of the 12th July, 
3851 of the 24th October, 3912 of the 28th October, 1892, and in the Government of 
India letters in the Revenue and Agricultural Department (Archteology), Nos. 
of the 8th August and ^ of the 19th October 1894. 

This does not profess to be a perfect and exhaustive list and must be accepted as 
provisional, for there are still very large tracts in the Central Provinces which have 
not yet been examined by the antiquarian, and hardly by any one else. Owing, too, 
to the want of an elementary acquaintance with antiquarian remains, or even a pass- 
ing interest in them, on the part of many District Officers, much of the information 
obtained from them is very defective, and many entries of uninteresting and modern 
objects have been included in their returns which should not have found a place at 
all. To avoid the possibility of removing genuine entries in weeding these out, in 
the absence of fuller information, I have allowed many doubtful ones to stand as 
they are. 

The classification for conservation purposes, also, as indicated by the Roman 
numerals down the margins opposite each entry, is, in many instances, provisional, 
and it is hoped that District Officers and others will from time to time enter upon their 
copies of this volume all such corrections and additions as may be found necessary in 
view of the possible revision of the lists in the future. 

Some names may be found incorrectly spelt. All sorts of spelling have been 
used in the various old lists and Gazetteers from which they have oen taken. 
Before compilation rough lists were circulated among District Officers for additions 
or corrections. Since the final lists have been printed it was found necessary to 
refer again to those officers for the correct location of certain places for the maps, and 
this has in some instances brought forth new spelling and correction of’ names which 
were overlooked in the first instance, but have come too late to be used in the text. 
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PREFACE. 


For Conservation purposes ail monuments have been classified as follows : — 

I a. — Monuments which, from their present condition and historical or archceo- 
logical value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair , and 
tchich are in possession or charge of Government, or in respect of which 
Government must undertake the cost of all measures of conservation. 

I b. — Monuments of the same class , which are in possession or charge of 
private bodies or individuals. 

Ila . — Monuments tohich it is now only possible or desirable to save from fur- 
ther decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the like, such being in pos- 
session or charge of Government, or in respect of which Government 
must undertake the cost of such measures. 

lift. — Monuments of the same class in possession of private bodies or indivi- 
duals. 

III . — Monuments which from their advanced stage of decay, or comparative 
unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve. 

Wherever inscriptions are mentioned the word “ inscription ” is printed in Old 
English type to catch the eye and so help those who may he more especially inter- 
ested in epigraphy to find them in the text. 

At the end, at page 89, will be found a glossary of names and terms giving their 
meanings — especially of all such as are printed in italics in the body of the hook. 

HENRY COUSENS. 

Poona : 

30th September 1896. 
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CLASSIFIED LIST FOR CONSERVATION PURPOSES 

OP REMAINS IN THE 

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR. 

{For an explanation of the classes see Preface.) 


CENTRAL PROVINCES. 


Class I a. 



District. 

Locality. 

Description. 

Nagpur 

• • 

. Nagpur , 

. . Old sculptures and inscribed stones in the Museum. 

Damoh 

* • 

. Nohta 

. . Old sculptured temple. 

Sagar 

. . 

. Erau . 

. . Old sculptures and inscriptions. 

Mandla 

• • 

. Ramnagar 

. . Old inscription giving the genealogy of the Rajas 

of Mandla. 

Narsinghpur 

. Narsinghpur 

. . Old sculptures in the public gardens. 

Class 15 . 

Chanda 


. Markandi 

. . Old temples. 

Jabalpur 

• « 

. Bheraghat 

, . Images and circular corridor of old temple on the 

hill. 


# 

. Rupnath . 

, . Roek-cut inscription of Asoka. 

Nimar 


, Mandhata . 

. . The old temple of Siddhanatha on the hill. 

Raipur 

• • 

. Rajim . 

. . Two old inscription slabs. 

Class Ila. 

Chanda 

• • 

. Junona 

. . Ancient tank and palace. 


• 

. Bhandak , 

. . Old Hindu bridge. 


• • 


. . Buddhist cave in Vinjhasan hill. 

J abalpur 

• * 

. Tigowa 

. . Temple of Kankali devi. 

Damoh 

• » 

. Damoh 

. . Sculptures on the bank of the Phuteria tank ; old 

doorway of carved stone in the Deputy Com- 
missioneris garden and inscription slabs there 
and in the Racheri. 

J? 

• • 

. Singorgad 

. . Old Fort. 

Sagar 

• » 

. Rahatgad . 

. . Old Fort. 

Seoni 

• ■ 

, Lakhnadon 

. , Old sculptures. 

Nimar 

• 

. Asirgarh . 

, . Old temple and inscription slabs. 

Betul 

• • 

, Shegad , 

. , Fort and gateways. 
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Class Ila — contd. 

District. 


Locality. Description. 

Raipur 

. A rang 

. > . Old sculptures and inscription slabs. 

13 • • 

. Balod 

. . . A sati pillar with three inscriptions. 


Nagpur 

• 

. Adasa 

Class II&. 

. . Old temple. 

Chanda 

• 

. Chanda 

. . The Gond tombs. 

99 * 

. 

. Bhandak . 

. . An old temple about 500 yards west of the village. 

99 9 


. Bhatala 

also two colossal sculptures in an enclosure on 
the south of the village. 

. . An ancient temple. 

Jabalpur 


. Bahuriband 

. . A colossal Jaina statue under a banyan tree. 

93 • 


, Ohhota Deori 

. . An inscribed pillar with characters of the 6th or 

39 • 

• 

. Karnapara 

7 th cent. 

. . A colossal Varaha or boar. 

99 

» 

. MajhoB 

. . A colossal Varaha or boar. 

93 

• 

. Tewar 

. . Old sculptures in the village. 

Sagar . 


. Sagar 

. . Old sculptures in the garden of the artillery mess- 

Nimar . 

• 

. Burhanpur 

house. 

. . The Bibi and Jami masjids. 

99 

• 

. Mandhata . 

. . Gateway and other remains on the hill. 

Hoshangabad 

• 

. Pachmarhi 

. i Old caves. 

Betul . 


. Bhesdehi 

. . Old temple. 

Raipur 


. Chipti , 

. . Temples and inscriptions. 

i> • 

• 

. Deo Baloda 

. . Old temple of Siva. 

>> • 


. Narayaupur 

. . Old temples. 

>9 • 

• 

. Rajim 

. • Temple of Rajxvalochana. 

Bilaspur 

• 

. Amarkantak 

. . Kama Mandira temple. 

9> • 


. Biramdeva 

. Old temple and inscription slabs. 

99 * 


. Gotaura 

. . Old sculptures. 

99 


. Janjgira 

. . Old Vaishnava temple. 

99 • 


. Junashahr 

. . Remains of old buildings. 



. Kotgad 

. . Old inscription slabs. 

99 •* 


. Seorinarayan 

. . Temple of N arayaua. 

Sambalpur 

• 

. Arbhar 

. . Old temple of Kali and inscription slab. 

99 • 

■» 

. Pujaripali 

. . Inscription slab. 

39 • 


. Saria 

. . Two old temples. 

99 • 

* 

. Boidyanath 

. . Inscription slabs. 

Akola , 


. Narnala . 

BERAR. 

Class la. 

. . IVlahakali gateway. 

99 

« 

« 99 • 

. . The Shahaaur gateway. 
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Class Id. 



District. 

Locality. 

Description. 

Buldana 

33 

• 

• • 

. Fatehkhelda 
. Lonar 

. . An old masjid. 

. , Old temple in the village. 




Class He*. 

Akola 

33 

Buldana 

• • 

• • 

• • 

. Balapur 
. Narnala , 

. Amdapur . 

. . Old Fort. 

. . Old Fort and inscriptions. 

. . A colossal statue. 




Class lid. 

Akola 

Buldana 

33 

33 

33 

S3 

■ • 

• • 

• a 

a • 

• • 

« a 

. Barsi Takli 
. Anjani Khurd 
. Chandol . 

. Lonar 
. Iiohinkheda 
, Satgaon 

. . The temple of Kalika devi. 

. . Old unfinished masjid. 

. . Old temples. 

. , Old " Hemadpanti” temples. 

. . Old Jami masjid. 

. . “ Hemadpanti ” temples. 
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CORRECTIONS. 


Page 22, entry 9, for Ckickgad read, Kackargad. 



25 

3> 

6, for Kokargas read Kokargad- 

33 

44 

33 

12, for Ckawal rtacl Ckkawal. 

33 

46 

33 

31, for Nagjkeri read Nagjkiri. 

33 

46 

3> 

32, for Padalda read Patalda. 

V 

46 

33 

42, for Talim Kkera read Tarantkera. 

3? 

46 

33 

43, for Tkatgacl read Kkatgad. 

33 

59 

33 

9, for Chapra read Kopra. 

33 

64 

33 

9, for Jkarial read Jural. 

»3 

64 

33 

10, for Kuliajoie read Koiligkogar. 

33 

65 

33 

1, for Roidyanatk rend Baidyanatk. 

33 

65 

33 

4, for Nandapala read Nandapali. 

33 

67 

33 

6, for Raui Jkarial read, Ranipur. 


Page 28, entry 
» 30 , „ 


12 , Karanpara should he Karanpura, 80 miles from 3f/irw< ird Khds. 

21, Suror is in the Panna State about 15 miles from Mur ward Khds. Tier 
also a Suror a about 20 miles due north of Jukahi Fiaihciu Station. 
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CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 

SHOWING THE POSITION OF THE DISTRICTS. 



Haa No <k\* a OT -4lu w Lilho , S. t. O., Calcutta, 




NAGPUR DISTRICT 




I.— NAGPUR DIVISION. 


I. — Nagpur District. 

1. Nagpur. The only remains of interest at Nagpur itself are the sculptures 
and inscribed slabs which are gathered together in the museum. These have been 
collected from various quarters within the Central Provinces. From Bilhari there 
are several well-carved pillars, a colossal head and bust of a devi* and a sculptured 
door- jamb ; from Hoshangabad two Jaina and one other figure ; from Mandhata 
two large elephants and a large head of Siva ; from Khandwa portions of Jaina figures ; 
from Burhanpur some Jaina images and fragments; from Chanda several figure 
sculptures. Seoni is represented by some well-cut images of Lakshmi-Narayana 
and Vishnu ; Mandla by a miscellaneous lot of figures including several sati stones ; 
Sitabaldi hill, Nagpur, by a curiously carved slab containing an inscription and 
rows of small boars in relief, an old iron gun, and a ling a * ; Bhandara by some images 
of sorts ; Ratanpur by three door- jambs and other figures ; and Bilaspur by a large 
figure of Brahma. In addition to the above there are some fragments not labelled, 
and some good, but late, wood carving. There are some Jaina and Hindu figures 
from Nimar, Chicholi, Baghnadi, and Lanji, and five heavy sandstone sarcophagi 
from Sironcha. 

Inscriptions* — There are thirteen slabs bearing inscriptions, labelled as having 
come from Amarakantak, Jabalpur, Bilhari, Raipur, Ratanpur, Lanji, and Chanda. 
Impressions have been taken off all of these, and some of them have been published 
with translations in the Journals of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society 
for 1842 and 1843, in the XVIIth volume of General Cunningham’s Reports, and in 
Parts I and V of the first, IX and XII of the second, and VII of the third volumes 
of Epigraphia Indica. 

. 2. Adasa, 18 miles north-west of Nagpur, and connected with that place by 
a country track. Here are five old temples and two tanks. This part of the country 
was in old times called “ Vidarbhadesa,” and the present locality “ Adasa 
Kshetra.” 

(1) The temple of Ganapati contains an image of V akratuncla or Ganapati, 
made of a single stone so set up that worshippers may walk around it. There is said 
to be beneath it a small image made of Kashmiri stone which is believed to have been 
set up by the god Indra. The temple is said to have been built over the image by 
the famous Hemadpant. The present sabha mandapa* is reported to have been built 
by Sambkaji Bunbaji, son of Raghoji I, ruler of Nagpur, in the Fasli year 1181. 
Gosavis are the attached worshippers, who worship in the morning, offer their 
presents at noon, and close the doors of the temple in the evening after making the 


* For explanation of these terms see Glossary at end. 
t For description of classes for conservation purposes see Appendix. 
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arti (presenting- lights). The temple is, on the whole, in good order, and is main- 
tained by a Government grant of money and some land. It is in the custody of the 
mdlguzars of Adasa. There is a cell behind the mountain. In this cell Bagaji 
Bhure, a devotee, is said to have performed his austerities about a century ago. This 
Bagaji fixed the localities of the different tirthas mentioned below : — 

Cherum Tirtha, a well in the town. 

Omkara Tirtha, the paka built tank now existing. 

Gane§a Tirtha, the small puddle near the tank. 

Mushaka Tirtha, the bdvali with the built steps. ' 

Ikshu Sagara, the small tank at the place. 

Bindu Tirtha, the ditch on the mountain. 

Madhu Sudha, the rivulet towards Dhapevara road. 

Pa pavimoc liana Tirtha, the rivulet towards the Khapa road. 

(2) The temple of Mahadeva stands on the hill and is also ascribed to 
Hemadpant. The three lingas, which are collectively called Tryambakesvara, are 
believed to have sprung up from the earth spontaneously. The temple is of stone, 
and is in the custody of the mdlguzars of Adasa. 

The temples of (3) Maruti, (4) Arnbika, and (5) Kala Bhairava do not appear 
to be of much account, except in that a part of, or an incomplete Hemadpant! 
temple stands on the chabutrd of the latter. 

The old tank of Omkara Tirtha was built of stone masonry by a son of Baghoji I. 
The southern and northern sides fell into decay, but they were afterwards restored 
by the MaratM Queen Baka Bai of Nagpur. The northern side is again crumbling. 
The small tank of Ganesa Kuncla is also one of the eight tirthas. Its banks were 
rebuilt by the Bhonsle rulers about forty years ago. Jani Bai, the Nataksala of 
Baghoji III. built a munclali (wall) of bricks, which is still in existence. 

III. * 3. Ambala, a tank a mile and a half east of Bamtek and about 28 miles 

north-east of Nagpur. Tradition traces the origin of this tank as far back as the 
Treta Yuga. One Amba Baja bathed in this tank while out hunting, and was 
thereby completely cured of a troublesome skin disease. In gratitude he enlarged 
the tank and built the ghats which lead down to the water. Standing around the 
tank are the following buildings (1) A palace said to have been built bv a Surya 
Vamsi ruler, with hewn stones and mortar, on the north of the tank. (2) Pancha- 
kalasi Bangla, a sort of bastion with five domes, built of hewn stones and mortar. 
(3) A temple of 32 pillars, built by the Marathas. (4) A large gate towards the 
south. (5) A temple dedicated to Surya Narayana. (6) A temple to Mahadeva. 
(7) The ghats built previous to, but repaired by, the Bhonsles. In addition to these, 
several temples have been built by the families of Blialarav, Jamdar, and others. 
The tank is in good repair, but is not in the custody of any one. 

III. ' 4. Ambhora, 35 miles east-south-east of Nagpur and 10 miles south of Bhan- 

dura, on the Wainganga river. There is here a temple of Chaitanyesvara, said to be 
a Hindu one and built by Hemadpant. Pans are held here on the Hindu festival 
days of M«ha Sivardtrh and on other particular holy days, when pilgrims attend 
from Nagpur, Bhandara, Ilmrer, and other places. There is a grant of E100 per 
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annum from the District Fund for the repair of the road from the village to the hill. 
One Antoba Kalar of Nagpur has repaired the temple thoroughly. Here is also the 
samddJia of Har Har Svami, where a hall was built hv the Bhonsle Bajas of Nagpur 
of wood and stones with mortar. Its surrounding walls were repaired by Nana Saheb 
Chitnavis. There are steps built for ascending the hill towards the temple. More 
recently repaired by Antoba Kalar and others of Nagpur. 

i 5. Bhivagad, IB miles to the north of Nagpur. Close to the Pench river, on 
the top of a very steep hill, are the remains of this fort. The top of the hill is 
encircled with walls made of ponderous masses of rock. The lines of defence, 
especially over the pathway leading up the hillside, are constructed with some skill. 
The work is evidently very ancient, and is referred by the people to the “ Gavalis.” 

* 6. Bhivapur, a town 16 miles south-east of II rarer and 44 from Nagpur. 
It was a very early settlement of the Gonds, the original settler having been one 
Bhimsa, who in the middle of the 16th century built the now dilapidated fort as a 
protection to his little colony. Here are numerous sati monuments in the shape of 
pillars, both squared and rough, slabs, and rude monoliths. One slab, measuring 10 
feet high and 5 feet broad, is set up on a chabatrd in the market place, and is now 
worshipped with copious libations of sour milk, oil, and Vermillion. Close to it stands 
a square dtp ad ana or pillar. On the crest of the embankment of the tank are 
several sati stones, the shelving banks on the city sides having numerous little sati 
cliabutras and temples. At the north-east end of the city are the ruins of the fort. 
{See General Cunningham’s Vol. VII., p. 121.) 

- 7. Bhugaon, 16 miles north of ITmrer and 14 miles south-east of Nagpur. An 
old temple of Mahadeva and a tank called Pushkarini, constructed of great blocks of 
stones without mortar, not sculptured, and ascribed to Hemadpant. The temple is 
in a good state of preservation, but the tank has fallen out of repair. 

^ 8. Borgaon, 4 miles west of Nagpur ; in the neighbourhood are some old stone 
circles similar to those at Junapani. They are said to be of Scythian origin. 

9. Dahegaon, 12 miles north of Nagpur, a tank built by Baka Bai at a cost 
of about B10,000. The Nagpur Baja performed a ceremony in honour of the 
tank in the Fasti year 1249, on his return from Benares. It belongs to the Bhonsle 
estate. 

* 10. DhapevarA, 24 miles north-west of Nagpur. Temple of Vitlioba, also a 
fort which was built for protection against the Pindaris. The image enshrined in the 
temple is said to have arisen spontaneously under the boughs of a banyan rooted in 
the sand of the river on the bank of which stands the temple. One TJmarji Aba, 
who was in the service of the Nagpur Bajas, got the temple erected over this idol 
about 125 years ago, in obedience to a divine injunction. Afterwards one Timaji 
Pant alias Bapuji Brahman, built the present hall {sabhd mandapa ) and the car 
{rat ha) about 80 years ago. The northern and southern sides of the temple were in 
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ruins when Muratsinha Jamadar re-built them at his own expense in 1252 Fttsli. He 
also built the front temples of Pundalika and Maruti, together with the ghat of the 
river, about 60 years ago. This ghat is now out of repair. The old hall of the 
temple was renewed by Govind Sinha Jamadar in 1275 Fasti. The temple is now 
in good order and is supported by Government grant or nemniik. The worship and 
other ceremonies connected with this temple are regularly performed. A Furamka 
attached to the temple also gets a nemniik pension. In the months of Kartika 
and Ashadha fairs are held, when the car is moved with great pomp. 

HI. * 11. Digras. Between Digras and Savargaon are a number of stone circles 

covering an area of about 3 miles. 

HI. ■ 12. Dongartal, about two miles to the west of the present metalled road, mid- 

way between Seoni and Nagpur. Possesses a locally sacred tank, the ruins of a 
small fort, probably modern, and a small tnSntpttOtt of two lines on the rock. The 
inscription is in modern characters and seems to be the record of a pilgrim. There is 
nothing of interest in the place. (General Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 109.) 

III. - 13. Garpaili. Near the village there is a hill known as Kola Surav Pahad in 

which are four caves. In one of them is the image of Mahadeva (Siva). No one 
worships there regularly, but some people go and offer their prayers, etc., on the 
Hindu holiday called iSivaratri. A temple built by Antoba Kalar of Nagpur. 

111. . 14. Ghogra and Savaga. These are very curious old buildings. The stones 

used are very massive and the carving good. No cement of any kind is to be traced. 
They consist of a centre room with a dome formed with considerable skill, a portico 
in front and two little rooms on each side of the centre room. These and all the 
other temples above named, made without cement, are referred by the people to the 
work of the Itishis. They are certainly very old, but they appear to be Hindu and 
not Buddhist. This belief is strengthened by the existence of a very distinct carving 
of Ganesa in the centre of the Savaga temple. 

III. < 15. Ghorar and Kohali, 15 and 20 miles north-west of Nagpur, stone circles 
covering a very great area about the villages Khapri and TTbji between Ghorar and 
Kohali. 

III. ’ 16. Gumgadu, 10 miles south-west of Nagpur. The temple of Mahadeva 

erected by Rani Baka Bai, grand-mother of Raghoji III, about the Fasti vear 1216. 
The building is said to have cost her about R5,000. The village was a mokasa to 
Rani Darya Bai, who maintained the temple. 

III. 17. Gumgaon, a small village, 12 miles south of Nagpur, has an old fort of 

considerable size, and a well-built temple of Ganapati. 

III. 18 - Hingna, 10 miles south-west of Nagpur. Formerly there was an armv 

encampment in the neighbourhood of Hingna, and large stones are here and there 
set up. There are two heaps of stones on the way to Nagpur. 
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III- ‘ 19. Jakhapur, 7 miles north of Nagpur on the Savaner road, an old temple of 

Kali, constructed of great blocks of stone without mortar, hut not decorated. It is 
in a good state of preservation. It is surrounded hy an enclosure of brickwork built 
recently. The mbha manclapa is also of recent date, having been built hy a concubine 
of the Nagpur Raja. The shrine is 17' X 16', the sa bh d mandapa 23 / x21', and the 
enclosure 114' X 70'. A fair is held here annually on the 15 Chaitra in honour of the 
devi. There are a few indm fields for the maintenance of the temple. The 
building is ascribed to Hemadpant. 

HI c 20. Jalaikheda, situated about 14 miles west of Katol. The remains of a 

large fort ascribed to the Gavali Bit] as, and for nearly 2 miles around the present 
village are traces of the old town. 

III. </ 21. Junapani, 9 miles west of Nagpur. In the neighbourhood are numbers 

of stone circles. These circles are of great age. No one can now say exactly what 
they are, hut it is commonly believed that they mark the site of temporary encamp- 
ments of the Gavalis, or pastoral tribes who wandered from place to place with 
their cattle. Others say that such places were formerly used for interring dead 
bodies. Sometimes iron nails and tools are found beneath the stones. Possibly they 
are of Scythian origin. 

III. « 22. Kalmesvara, 14 miles west of Nagpur. In the centre of the town, on 

elevated ground, is an old fortress. It is said to have been built hy a Hindu family 
from Delhi, which, in the time of Bakht Buland, the Gond raja of Deogad, 
maintained for the royal service a force of 400 infantry and 100 cavalry. 

HI. 23. Kandala, 13 miles north-west of Nagpur. An old temple said to have 

been built by Hemadpant. 

HI . 24. Katol, 36 miles north-west of Nagpur. The remains of an old fort are 

still to he seen overhanging the river hanks. There is a curious temple here of very 
early date, built entirely of layers of sandstone, which must have been quarried 
many miles off. No mortar is used about it and the stones have many grotesque 
carvings. It is called the house of Bhavani, but is without an image or any legend, 
save that of an undefined miraculous origin. This part of the country is said to be 
the ancient Kuntalapura, the ruler of which was Chandrahasya, a contemporary of 
Durbuddlii Pradhana mentioned in the Piiranas. 

HI . 25. Kelodh, 30 miles north-west of Nagpur. The temple of the Kalavantin 

supposed to be one of the 360 temples built by Hemadpant. It was for some time 
occupied by a Tcalavantin or concubine. 

The temple portion no longer exists; there is only a sabhd mandapa or hall, 
and even this is falling into decay. 

On one of the stones is an inscription in a character like Bdlabodha, which 
has not yet been deciphered. Local tradition assigns it to the kalarcmlin. She 
is said to have hidden her treasures under it, and to have given orders that no one but 
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a relative should remove the stone. There are signs of an attempt having been made 
to raise it, but by whom and with what success is not known. (2) Also a ruined fort. 

If I. 26. Mahodha, 21 miles east of Nagpur, has a very curious sati stone, on the 

face of which is a very rudely carved female figure, standing to the front, and 
holding a club in her left hand. (Cunningham’s Reports, Yol. XVII., p. 1.) 

III. 27. Mansur, 24 miles north-east of Nagpur. Hill and temple of Ilidimba. 

This pciMd (hill) has the tradition that some centuries ago a great female demon, 
by name Hidimba, used to live on it, in a palace built by herself. The existing tank 
is also said to be of her creation. About a century ago every traveller who happened 
to halt here could get, it is said, out of the tank all the utensils required for 
cooking himself a meal. The only condition imposed on the traveller was that he 
should restore them to the tank when he had done with them. Once upon a time a 
traveller who had had the use of the utensils appropriated them out of covetousness. 
No sooner was this solemn condition broken than the supply of cooking utensils ceased. 
The temple does not now exist. Also a temple to the god “ Alanbhau ” where an 
annual jatra is held in the month of Chaitra. 

V' 28. Nagardhan, 4 miles south of Rarntek ; a temple dedicated to Kotesvara, 
and an old ruined fort. 

• 29. Navargaon, 2 miles south-east of Ambala tank. On a pahdcl, or hill, within 
the l imi ts of the -village, but close to Ambala tank, is a temple with a sabhd mctndapa 
dedicated to Nagarjuna. 

HI, 30. Nildhoa, 16 miles west of Nagpur. Stone circles. 

III. 31. Parseoni, 16 miles north of Nagpur. A Jaina temple and remains of a fort. 

This temple is built of white stone, and the image is of a white marble. The 
worshippers are Jains and Marvadis. The temple is in fair condition. 

The remains of the fort are situated on the top of a very steep hill close by the 
Pench river. The top of the hill is fenced round with walls made of ponderous 
masses of rock. 

The lines of defence, especially over the pathway leading up the hill side, are 
constructed with some skill. The work is evidently very ancient indeed, and is 
referred by the people to the “ Gavalis.” 

HI. ‘32. Patanseongi, 16 miles north-west of Nagpur. This place is of consider- 

able antiquity. Traditions in the “Svasthanik” (Gond Rajas’) family tell how in 
A. D. 1742, in the struggle between Wali Shah and the legitimate princess, 12,000 
men were massacred by the victorious party in and round the now ruined fort. It 
continued to be the station of a troop of horse up to the decease of the l^te Raja ; 
until lately it was the head-quarters of a tehsil. 
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33. Ramtek, 28 miles north-east of Nagpur. The following are its remains 
and legends — 

In the Satva Tug a the district was covered with dense forest, and the hill was 
then known under the name of “ Tapogiri ” (mountain of devotion or austerity). 

Afterwards, in the same Tug a, when the god Narasinha, an incarnation of 
Vishnu, killed Hiranya Kasipu, the lull acquired the name Sinduragiri, from the 
streams of blood that issued from the monster. On this mountain Agastya Rishi 
performed his tcipah (devotion or austerity). 

In the reign of Rama, a Brahman, inconsolable for the death of his son at the 
early age of 500 years (for the limit of life was then fixed at 1,000 years) took the 
corpse to Rama Raja, and ascribed the untimely death to the sins of the hero’s 
kingdom. Then Rama asked his priest, by name Vasishtha Rishi, to tell him what 
he knew of the cause. I he piiest replied that a Sudra had begun to practise austeri- 
ties on the Sinduragm. (This is a sin in Sudras according to the Sastras.) Rama 
with his brother Lakshmana went to this spot and found the Sudra making a dhar- 
mcipd at the foot of the Sinduragiri. Rama pierced him with an arrow and he 
fainted away saying “Rama ” “Rama.” No sooner did Rama hear this dying cry 
than he approached him, and, in remorse, assured him of the restoration of his life, 
and offered him anything that he might ask. But the dying Sudra was happy to 
die in Rama’s presence and only begged that they two— Rama and Lakshmana— 
should remain where they were to the end of the world, and that his body should 
be turned into a pindi (the form in which the god Siva is worshipped) . The request 
was readily granted, and the body of the Sudra was changed into a stone pindi , 
with the name of Dharmesvara. One Benirain Dani is said to have built the present 
temple over the pindi. 

Rama restored the Brahman’s son to life, went back to Ayodhya with all his 
attendants, made over the sovereign authority to his sons and returned to the Sindura- 
giri to fulfil the promise given to the dying Sudra. Since his settling on this hill it 
has been called Ramakshetra (Rama’s field) or Ramatekdi (Rama’s hill). 

Afterwards one Hemadpant (some say a Rakshasa, and others a Brahman) built 
the following five temples on the Ramtek hill : — 

(1) Temple dedicated to Rama, built of a kind of silicious stone, commonly known among 

the Hindus as “Rangoli” stone, containing images of Rama and Sita. 

(2) Temple of Lakshmanasvami built of the same kind of stone. 

(3) Hanuman’s temple. 

(4) A temple dedicated to the goddess “ Ekadasi.” 

(5) Temple of Lakshmi-Narayana. 

(6) Temple of Dhumresvara Mahadeva. 

(7) “A dharamasala.” 

(8) “ Gokula Darvaza.” 


All these buildings are massive and elegant. 

O O 

The Surya Yamsi Kings (Solar race), who are said to have founded the town of 
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Ramtek, are credited with adding the following buildings to those already enumerated 
as situated on the hill of Ramtek : — 

(1) Rama Jharuka. 

(2) Royal Palace. 

(•3) Temple dedicated to Venkatesa (Lakshmi-NSrAyana). 

(4) Rampart around the fortress built with hewn stones and mortar. 

(5) Bhairava Darvaza (gate). 

(6) “ Sing'hpur ” gate. 

(7) “ Varaha 11 gate. 

(S) Temple dedicated to Dasaratha. 

(9) A large tank. 

(10) Temple built over the image of “ Varaha/’ The image is said to have been in existence 

since the Treta Yuga. 

(11) Two temples dedicated to the god Narasinha. 

Then followed the Gond kings whose names are not connected with any 
buildings, except the wall round the fort with two gates known as Parvara gates. 
Next to these come the Bhonsle Rulers. The following works are assigned to them. 

Two flights of stairs, one from the Ambala tank to the gacl, viz., the citadel 
where the several temples above specified cluster, and the other from the citadel, 
towards the town of Ramtek. 

The well called Sindura bavali is said to have come into existence in the following 
way. After Narasinha killed the monster Hiranya Kasipu, he threw away his 
cudgel on the mountain. The impact was so terrible as to make a hole large enough 
for the bavali. 

This sacred well has been, according to the above tradition, in existence since 
the Treta Yuga. But its stone building and the adjoining dharmasald are said to 
be the hand-work of the famous Hemadpant. 

Of the origin of the images of Bahina-Bhau there is the following tradition : 

Once upon a time there lived a brother and a sister, the latter serving the former. 
On one occasion the brother got angry and killed her. They both then came to 
Agastya Rishi for redress. The Rishi consoled them by foretelling the redress of their 
grievance on Rama’s advent ; and they returned to their home and remained there 
for ever. (See General Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. YII., p. 109 et seq.) 

III. 31. Savaner, 23 miles to the north-west of Nagpur, reached by a good made 

road, the old temple of Mahadeva, constructed of great blocks of stones without 
mortar, and ascribed to Hemadpant. Also the ruins of a well-planned fort supposed 
to be of Gavali origin. The temple has an income of RIO annually. 

III. ■ 35. Takalghat, 10 miles south-west of Nagpur. Mounds around the village, 

and rough stone circles covering five and a half acres, about a mile distant, from 
which have been dug fragments of pottery, flint arrow heads, and iron ware, evidently 
of great antiquity. 

^ 36. Umrer, 28 miles south-east of Nagpur. A Maratha fort and an old 

temple. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 118.) 


III. 
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37. Walni, 14 miles north-west of N&gpur. An old temple ascribed to 
Hemadpant. 

38. Wathora, 20 miles north-west of Nagpur. Stone circles known as chabn- 
trds of the Gavalis. It is stated that some two centuries ago a Gavali king reigned 
over a tract between the Godavari and Narmada. The Gavalis were pasturing tribes 
who used to wander from place to place with their cattle, halting where fodder was 
plentiful and seeking better pastures when they felt a scarcity impending. These 
circles are said to be the remains of their temporary encampments. 
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II.— Wardha. 
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111. • 10. Pohna, on the Wardha river and about 16 miles south-west of Hinganghat, 

a temple of Rudresvara, constructed of stone and mortar, and said by some to have 
been built by Raja Pratab Rudra. Others ascribe it to Hemadpant. It is in ruins, 
but its repair is about to be undertaken. 

III. » 11. Pulgaon, 21 miles west of "Wardha, temple of Mahadeva. 

III. , 12. Rhoni, a fine temple of Kotes'vara, on the banks of the Wardha, about 20 

miles south-west from Wardha, constructed of great blocks of stone with mortar, and 
in good repair. 

HI. 13- Talegaon, about 10 miles south of Wardha and 2 miles from Sonegaon 

railway station. Temple of Mahadeva in a dilapidated state and very old. It is 
ascribed to Hemadpant. Also a temple of Devi. There is said to be a very old 
“ cliauk ” buried 8 feet under the house of one Sambhappa Desmukh. 

HI, 14. Thanegaon, about 26 miles north-east of Arvi, the temple of Devi, said 

to have been erected in the Sdlimhan era 1145 or A.D. 1223 as appears from a 
long unintelligible tttgcttpttott, where the figures only can be read. The temple is 
not of much architectural merit and is in good repair. 

HI, 15. Viagaon, an old temple of Balaji, of much local repute, where a jatrd is 

held. 
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III. — C hand a District. 


/ 1. Chanda. Chanda is a large walled town situated in the fork between the 
Jharpat mid and the Erai river. It is about one mile and a half in length, by a 
mile and a quarter in breadth, but the greater part of the enclosed space is vacant. 
The walls were built by the Gond Raja Khandkia Ballal Shah, the contemporary of 
Akbar ; but they were repaired by the Marathas and are now in excellent order. The 
walls are rather low, with lofty battlements, and they form a very efficient protection 
against the flood waters of the Erai river when driven backwards by the inundation 
of the "Wardha river. 

The only buildings of any consequence are some temples and the tombs of the 
later Gond kings, the last are plain and substantial buildings, but rather heavy in 
appearance. The gateways offer good specimens of Gond art, as they are ornamented 
with sculptures of the fabulous monster lion overpowering an elephant, which was 
the symbol of the Gond kings. 

The temples are generally plain with pyramidal roofs in steps, the only 
exception is the fane of Achalesvara, the walls of which are covered with a mul- 
titude of small sculptured panels. There are several sculptures of the N&ga, 
but only one of them is of large size, with two smaller snakes on the same slab. 

Outside the town to the south-east, at a picturesque spot called Lalpet, there is 
a large collection of colossal figures which are more remarkable for their size than 
for their artistic excellence. They lie upon the ground in various positions, and 
would appear to have been quarried and carved on tbe spot. The largest of them 
measures 26 feet X 18 feet X 3 feet. (Cunningham’s Report, Yol. IX., p. 136.) 

The popular legend is that there lived in the reign of Dhundiramslia, a wealthy 
Komti, by name Rayappa, who conceived the idea of doing some memorable act. 
He accordingly got these monoliths cut intending to place them in a temple of 
Siva. But he died before he could build the temple, and the monoliths are lying 
as he left them. They are known as Rayappa’s idols. 

Between the town and these monoliths is a well, in the interior of which are 
built in some rather good sculptured stones. 

The following are some of the traditions regarding the Chanda temples : — 

(1) The temple of Mahakali. 

The Brahminical legends are that during the Krita Tug a the city of Lokapura 
extended over a wide expanse, including the site where now stands the modern town 
of Chanda. Here resided the goddess Mahakali, and here she created a son, the 
beautiful Bhutanatlia. The gods, however, enraged at his intrigues with their 
wives complained to Mahakali, who changed his name from Bhutanatha to Achales- 
vara (the immovable), and sealing him with the print of a cow’s hoof, fixed him for 
ever on the banks of the Jharpat. 
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The modern account of the temple is that when Ballalshah was reigning in 
1262 at Junona, the capital of his kingdom, he was cured of his bodily disease by 
the use of the water accumulated in the cow’s hoof marks on Achalesvara. He had 
therefore much reverence for the place. Once he dreamed that to the south-eastern 
side of Achalesvara, at a small distance, the goddess Mahakali had been buried under 
ground for a long time ; and that he was asked to explore the underground chamber. 
He did so, and sanctioned a nemniik grant and appointed a pujdri. 

Afterwards Ballalshah’s daughter-in-law, Hirabai, built the temple of Mahakali, 
about 500 years ago. 

In 1647, Birsha ascended the throne. He had a beautiful daughter, who was 
given in marriage to Durgapala, the son of the king of Devagad. Learning subse- 
quently that Durgapala had spoken insultingly to the princess, he vowed to Mahakali 
that if victory were given him he would offer Durgapala’s head at her shrine * * * 
In the battle which ensued, Birsha was on the point of being captured, when unsheath- 
ing the sacred sword of his house he rushed at Durgapala, and with the cry of 
“ Victory to Mahakali ” severed the prince’s head from his shoulders. He took the 
head to Chanda, and offered it in fulfilment of his vow. 

His wife Hirabai pulled down the old temple of Mahakali and erected a new 
one on its site, and on the spire looking towards Nagpur she fixed a stone bust of the 
slain Durgapala, which is still to be seen there. 

III. (2) The temple of Achalesvara. 

Achalesvara was formerly known as Jharpatesvara, which name was given to 
him by Benuka, the goddess of Mehur (see Skanda Pur&na). 

The temple of Achalesvara was built by Hirabai, the daughter-in-law of 
Ballalshah, between 1342 to 1382 A.D. 

Afterwards, in the year 1790, Vyankaji alias Nana Saheb pulled down the 
old temple and built the present one. 

III. (3) The temple of Ekniri. The P uranic account is that on one occasion Acha- 

lesvara had got angry with his mother Mahakali and had gone away to Benuka, 
the goddess of Matapur. Mahakali therefore went to get him back, and with him 
returned Benuka, who is known here as Ekniri. 

The present temple was built by Hirabai. The sabha manclapa in front of the 
temple was built by Sankraji Pant, Subheddr of Chanda, in 1S08. 

III. (4) The temple of Somesvara. This temple was built by Hirsha, the tenth 

Gond king. The popular account is that his queens used to come here for worship, 
"When Mr. Crawford was Superintendent he pulled down the outer ramparts of the 
Ballalkilla. Consequently the temple is now outside the Ballalkilla. 

III. (5) The temple of Ganpati was said to have been on the eastern gate of the 

ancient city of Bhadravati. 

Hirabai built a temple in honour of Ganpati. Afterwards between 1780 and 1790, 
one Baba Bai Khatni performed sciti, and the present temple is said to have been 
built by her descendants by spending her money. The present Ganapati’s temple 
is consequently known as Kliatni’s Ganpati temple. 
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(6) Jod Deval. This temple, built by Hirabai, is remarkable for a ling a of 
Hahadeva placed on an elephant. There is also an image of Kesavanatha. 

(7) Temple of Maruti. The popular legend is that this Maruti has been there 
since the time when the ancient city of Bhadravati existed. The present temple was 
built by one Rayappa Komti about 300 years ago in the reign of Dhundiramsha. 

The Gond tombs are eight in number, and belong to the following kings 
and queens : — 

(1) Hirsha, the 1 1th Gond king. 

(2) Hirai, the queen of Hirsha. 

(3) Balaji Ballalshah, the 14th Gond king. 

(4) Dhundiramshah, the loth Gond king. 

(5) Gang&bai, the wife of Krishnasha, the 16th Gond king. 

(6) Birsha, the 17th Gond king. This is the highest and best tomb. 

(7) Nibonibhya Ballalshah, the son of Nilkanthshah. 

(8) Kodya Ballalshah. 

XII. There is also a well said to be in the form of a sankha. 

This is an old well and is remarkable on account of its construction in the shape 
of a conch shell (sankha). In the reservoir there is a temple of Panchavatana. It 
was built by one Bapuji Vaidya, the Divan of Hirabai, or by one of his predecessors, 
about 500 years ago. 

III. 2. Adial, probably “ Adyallee,” 8 miles south by west of Chamursi ; a fine 

irregular reservoir. 

III. * 3. Amgaon, 22 miles to the south-east of Mul, a temple in the Hemadpant 

style. 

HI. / 4. Armori, 58 miles north-east of Chanda. An old triple-shrined Saiva 

temple ascribed to Raja Hara Chandra Gond, situated upon a high mound called the 
killd. Other fragments and sculptures lying about point to the probability of 
there having been more temples than this at one time. A large embanked tank to the 
north-west of the temple adds much to its beauty ; on its banks at the further end 
are a few cut-stone fragments. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 125.) 

III. / 5. Ballalpur, a village in the Chanda district, 6 miles south of Chanda on the 

Wardlia river. There is a fine stone fort, much of which is modem, having been 
rebuilt about the end of the last century. Within it are the remains of the ancient 
palace, among which are two tunnels sloping at a steep angle into the ground. The 
entrances are a few feet apart, and the tunnels, branching oft in opposite directions, 
lead each to a set of three underground chambers. When these were explored in A.D. 
1865, some ancient copper coins and decayed iron rings were found. There is also a 
perpendicular shaft, the object of which has not yet been ascertained. North of the 
village are the ruins of a large and elaborately made tank, in which, owing probably 
to the falling in of the under-channels, any water collected sinks through the eartli, 
and appears as a stream a little further down. To the east stands a tomb of one 


III. 

III. 

II b. 



Nagpur division: chanda district. 


15 


of the Gond kings, and in an islet in the Wardha, in the same direction, there 
is an exceedingly curious rock-temple, which, during several months of the year, 
is fathoms under water. It is known as the Kama Tirtha, and in A.D. 1866 was 
thoroughly cleaned out and explored. 

Near the Kama Tirtha, in the village of Sasti in the Nizam’s dominions, there 
are three caves cut in the rock, in each of which there is said to he a linga. 

In 1242 A.D., Khandkya Ballalshah X was reigning. He was living at Mowad ; 
once he wished to pay a visit to Ballalpur, where one of his predecessors had reigned. 
He therefore came to Ballalpur and commenced to build the fort and the palace. 
He built the fort walls on the north-west and east sides. On the southern side 
he built a mud wall. In 1790 A.D., Vyankaji alias Nana Saheb Bhonsle repaired 
the fort. 

There was a small house which contained an idol of Kesavanatha made of lead 
and plated with gold uuder a nim tree in front of the king’s palace. Kesavanatha was 
the family god of the Gond kings. In 1818 the idol was stolen away at the time of 
the war between the British and the Bhonsles. In 1822 one Pung Patel More, 
a Kamdvisdar, placed a stone idol in the town instead of the old metal one stolen 
away. 

Mr. Crawford, who was Superintendent, sanctioned a nemnuk for the temple. 
It is now converted into promissory notes which yield an annual interest of Ks. 24, 
which is taken by the family priest of the Gond kings, by name Andarkar. 

There is also a temple of Khar ji (or Khandkya Ballalshah) which was built in 
memory of Khandkya Ballalshah in 1282 A.D. Side by side with the tomb there is 
another tomb without any superstructure. It is said to be of Nilkanthshah, XIXth of 
the Gond kings. He died in 1751. 

To the rear and front of the tomb of Khandkya Ballalshah there are two smaller 
ones said to be of his wives. 

In front of the tomb of Khandkya Ballalshah there is a stone on which are carved 
84 represeatations of feet in pairs, about which the local tradition is that when Khand- 
kya died His 42 wives performed sati with him. 

^ 6. Bhandak, 16 miles north-west of Chanda. The village of Bhandak would 
appear, from the numerous antiquarian remains, scattered in and around it, to have 
been a place of considerable note in olden times. Among the principal of these 
are: — 

III. (1) The old fort, which is on the west side of the village and is partly ruined. 

HI. (2) The temple of Bhadrinatha, a short distance to the south of the village, 

which is a structure recently rebuilt from the material of an older temple and partly 
with fresh materials. A small courtyard and dharmasald are attached to it, the 
latter having been built by Agriva Svarni of Chanda. Many old sculptures are built 
into the front wall of the temple, and lie loose about the courtyard, such as Ganapati, 
Vishnu, Lakslimi-Narayana, Siva-Parvati, Varaha, etc. The exterior of the temple 
is built and plastered in a plain simple manner with no attempt at architectural 
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display. Tlie object of worship is the Naga. Lying beside the temple is an 

inscription slab. 

III. (3) Immediately to the east of the last temple is a long high knoll, which seems 

to be artificial, upon which stand, apparently in position, all that remains of a former 
temple, viz., two pairs of door-jambs which face west, quantities of dressed and 
carved blocks lying about, with a huge stone howl and a figure of Ganapati. 

lib. (4) About 500 yards west of the village, on the edge of a small old masonry 

tank, are the remains of a very old temple. It is very plain in design and is built of 
large square massive blocks. A number of old images are placed within. The 
building is partly ruined. Lying a few yards to the south of the temple, by the 
side of the pathway leading to the tank, is a life-sized representation of Sesha. 

III. (5) In the field between the last and the village are the remains of another 

temple consisting merely of four pillars supporting cross-beams. 

III. (6) On the south of the village, and adjoining it, is a cave in the rock which 

is now partly filled in with earth. It is unfinished and consists of a long verandah 
supported outwardly by two heavy, massive, octagonal pillars. Off the hack wall are 
three unfinished cells. In the cell at the north end has been placed a ten-armed 
clevi. 

jj a (7) About a mile and a half to the south-west of the village, in the hill of 

Vinjhasan, is a very curiously planned Buddhist cave. A long gallery is driven 
straight into the hill to a distance of 71 feet at the end of which is a shrine 
containing a colossal Buddha seated upon a bench. On the right and left of the 
entrance to this gallery other galleries, one on either side, are driven in at right angles 
to this first one, and each of these have a shrine and colossal Buddha. On the 
scarped side of the approach to the entrances to these galleries is a very much worn 
inscription in cave character. It is too faint to give an impression and can only be 
seen with the sun shining on the rock at an angle. 

lla. (8) To the east of the village near the main road is a tank in which is an 
island. Connecting the island with the mainland is an old Hindu bridge constructed 
of massive columns in two rows with great heavy beams spanning the tops of these 
both transversely and longitudinally. Its total length is 136 feet and its width over 
all 7 feet 2 inches. On the mainland near the end of the bridge is a very extensive 
artificial mound, now overgrown with jungle, covered with carved blocks and sculp- 
tures, indicating the site of a large temple. On the island is the site of a small 
shrine. 

US. (9) In a small private enclosure on the south of the village are two colossal 

sculptures. The one represents Narasinha and measures 6 feet in height. The 
second is a representation of the tdndava. Both figures have been well carved. 

ll b. • 7. Bhatala, 10 miles north of "Warora. 

Bhatala is supposed to have formed part of the ancient Bkadravati. On a long 
hill near the village are the remains of a very fine ancient temple, lofty and in good 
preservation, and the whole hill hears traces of haring been fortified. The temple 
is in the custody of the mdlguzdr. Also the temple of Sri Hari Maharaja which was 
built about 160 years ago by Devajipant Chorghade, the Divan of the great Baghoji. 
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III. - 8. Bhojegaon, 5 miles south of Mul, temple of Maliadeva, said to be built in 

the Hemadpanti style. 

III. ^ 9. Chamursi, 39 miles east of Chanda, a group of 20 cromlechs or kistvaens. 

III. * 10. Chandapur, 5 miles south-east of Mul, a temple of Mahadeva in the 

Hemadpanti style. 

III. < 11. Churul, 6 miles to the south-west of Mul, the temple of Kesavanatha 

built in the Hemadpanti style. 

III. , 12. Deotek, 4 miles north-east of Nagbir and 22 miles south-west of Pauni ; 

a small temple with the remains of a second, also an tnStt'tpttOlU (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. VII., p. 125.) 

III. > 13. Devalvada. The hill of Devalvada is situated six miles and a half to the 

west of Bhandak. On the top is a small square fort, now in ruins, with four pillars 
of an old temple standing within. There is also a dry tank. In the side of the hill 
are several cares, of which the largest is called “ Narasinlia.” (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. IX., p. 135.) 

III. c 14. Gaorara, or Gavarara, is a small village situated one mile and a half to the 

south of Bhandak. To the west are several fine tanks, beyond which is a low lull 
crowned with the remains of several temples. There are also many detached rocks, 
several of which have been hollowed out to form caves and niches. The principal 
temple is called Jobnasa’s palace, and the two chief caves are called his big and little 
fowl-houses. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. IX., p. 133.) 

III. 15. Ghorpet. At the village of Ghorpet, between Bhandak and Chanda, there 

was once a fine temple which has been utterly destroyed by a gigantic piped tree 
the roots of which now hold together a portion of its walls with one pilaster and 
several mouldings complete. This pipal tree is 9 feet in diameter, and 29 feet in 
circumference. The pilaster is remarkable for being built up in regular courses of 
stone with the walls instead of being a monolith. The remains were formerly much 
more extensive, but the stones are said to have been carried away by a road officer to 
build a bridge. The pilaster is a very fine example of the style of mouldings of 
the mediaeval temples of this part of the country. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. IX., 
p. 136.) 

Up. . 16. Ghosri, 12 miles south of Mul, a temple of Mahadeva in the Hemadpanti 

style, in a dilapidated state. 

HI. . 17 . Ghugus, 13 miles west of Chanda, three cave-temples. These are in the 

rocky ground near Ghugus. There is an idol of “ Bhairanadeva ” in one of them. The 
legs of the idol are broken off. The local tradition regarding this is that in former 
times several thefts and dacoities used to take place, but none could be committed at 

D 
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Gliugus. Consequently the thieves and dacoits cut off the legs of the idol. In 
front of the idol at a distance of about 5 or G cubits there is a stone standing erect. 
It is called Balii (sleeve of Sita). Not far off there is another small cave which 
contains a stone, which the people say is the mother of Bhairanadeva. Between 
these two caves are two stones where a fight between a tiger and a wild boar is said 
to have taken place. The idol of Bhairanadeva was said to have been increasing in 
height. His mother therefore put a stone on the idol’s head. 


18. Ingara, in the Eangi eliiefship, and about I miles north of Bangi. Here 
there is an ancient temple, on which there is a carving of a warrior with a short 
straight sword and a shield. 


III. 

II. 


III. 

III. 


19. Jhada, Papda, a cave in a hill. 

20. Junona, a village in the Chanda district, situated 7 miles east of Chanda. 
It possesses a i cry fine tank, on the stone embankment of which stand the remains of 
an ancient palace, and in its rear are traces of a wall 4 miles in length. In 
communication n ith the tank is an elaborate system of under-channels, some of 
u kick ha\ e c\ idently been injured, as a large volume of water now escapes by them. 

21. Keljhar, a large village about half way between Chanda and Markanda. 
Two small cromlechs, said to be temples raised by the Kurumbar shepherds. 

22. Keslabori, a village situated under the western slopes of the Chimur 
Hills, and 10 miles north-north- east of Segaon. In the vicinity, at the foot of a 
precipice, is the Bamdiglii pool, hollowed out of the rock, about 40 feet in diameter, 
and of unknown depth; and into this basin falls, during the rains, a considerable 
stream from the precipice above. Tradition attributes the formation of the pool to 
Pcama : and on an . eminence above is an ancient temple, in which are two D- 00 d 
carvings of a warrior with shield and straight sword. The temple is falling to 


ILL 

Ilf. 


III. 

III. 

I b. 


-3. Kharward, 8 miles to the east of VVarora. 
Hemadpanti style. 


A ruined temple in the 


24. Khatora, a village about 26 miles north of Chanda. There are the 
remains of a considerable stone fort with a moat and double lines of defences. Near 

Musalmans of the^stHct.^ ^ ^ ^ U ^ ™ erated * the 

the H mD “ ° f “ =»» 3 t-Ple in 

26. Marana, in the Zamindari of Pianm is cmVl +n i, 
which there is neither history nor tradition “ Ca ' e ' COnCmm ? 

A 27 ' Mdrkand ‘. a y illage situated on the left bank of the Wen or Venn, 

Ganga rrver, 3 mrles north-north-west of Chanrur-si and about 40 east of ChanI 
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It contains but little more than a score of houses, and derives its name from a 
beautiful group of temples which stand on a high bluff overlooking the river. The 
principal temple takes its name from Markanda Riski, but it is dedicated to Siva, 
whose ling a is enshrined in the sanctum. The group comprises a monastery and is 
enclosed in a quadrangle, 196 feet hy 118 feet, with entrances from the river front 
and the two sides, while along the rear side runs a row of cells facing the Wen 
Ganga. The buildings themselves are of great antiquity, but much of the rich 
carving which adorns the temple appears to be of later date. General Sir 
A. Cunningham counted twenty- four temples. 

(1) The temple of Markanda Riski is by far the largest of the group, and is 
also the most elaborately sculptured. About 200 years ago it was struck by 
lightning, when the upper part of the massive spire was hurled down on to the roof 
of the mah a mandapa, which was broken in, and at the same time a small temple 
was utterly destroyed. The roof of the hall was repaired about 120 years ago, but 
in a very rude manner, by one of the Gond Rajas, whose architect introduced huge 
piers with radiating arches inside the principal room. The whole surface of the 
temple is covered with statues and ornament, there being upwards of four hundred 
figures alone. 

(2) The pavilion of Nandikesvara faces the Markanda temples on the east. 
It is a shrine for the bull Nandi, and is, in fact, part of the first temple. 

(3) The second temple in size is named after Markanda Riski, who is said to 
have been a son of Mrikandu. It consists of a hall 27 feet 6 inches by 25 feet, 
two-thirds open, a small ante room and a sanctum. In the middle of the hall are 
four richly carved pillars supporting the roof. Over the shrine rises a lofty spire, 
which is nearly perfect, and is a very graceful specimen of its kind. The temple is 
dedicated to Siva and has his ling a in the shrine. 

(4) A small temple 10 feet by 7 feet contains a symbol of Sivajcalled “ Jodh (r) 
Linga.” It stands in front and to one corner of the last. 

(5) Another temple dedicated to Siva as Mrityunjaya, or the “ conquerer of 
death.” The temple, which is 18 feet 6 inches long by 10 feet broad, contains the 
usual linga in the sanctum, with figures of Ganesa and Vishnu in the hall, and 
a small figure of Ganesa over the entrance to the shrine. 

(6) A temple facing the last and dedicated to “ Yama-dliarmaraia.” On 
each side of the door of the shrine is a very richly carved group of Siva and Parvati. 
It is 16 feet long by 10 feet broad. 

(7) The temple of TJma Mahesvara. 

(8) , and (10) to (22) are all dedicated to Siva and contain lingas. 

(9) Raja-rajesvara is a simple linga without any traces of a temple. 

(23) The temple of the Dasa Avcitara, or ten incarnations of Vishnu, is an open 
cloister 75 feet long by 7 feet wide inside, placed against the western wall of the 
enclosure. It is divided into 12 compartments by pilasters, two of the divisions 
being probably intended for statues of Vishnu, and the remaining ten for the 
avataras. In each division there is a pedestal, but several of them are now 
empty. 
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Besides the above temples there are several curious old square pillars, which are 
apparently much more ancient than any of the temples. Nearly all of them are 
sculptured, and some of them are inscribed. The chief figures are soldiers, armed 
with battle-axe, bow, and quiver full of arrows, in an attitude of attack. 

III. 28. Maroti of Padnavis, 4 miles north-west of Mul. Here there is a s ma ll 

old Hemadpanti temple, which, though small in size, is interesting in its details. It 
contains a linga. 

III. 29. Mundipar, in the Zamindari of Goevardba. A kothi built of stone 

without mortar. No local history or tradition is available. 

30. Nagri, see Wagnak. 

IIS. <■ 31. Neri, a town situated on a tributary of the Andhari, 5 miles east-south- 

east of Chimur. The antiquities are two old forts in ruins, and an old temple of no 
small size and beauty, the pillars and carving of which resemble those met with in the 
cave temples at Ajanta. Of more modern construction are some graceful Panchala 
tombs in which husband and wife sleep side by side. The old temple is being rapidly 
undermined by water from the tank, and will probably soon fall. 

III. 32. Panori, two miles north-east of Deotek. Here are the ruins of a small tem- 

ple of laterite, similar to the one at Deotek ; here, also, are several slabs precisely 
similar to the inscribed slab at Deotek, similarly grooved with a channel, but 
broken across and not inscribed. Several statues of Vishnu, Lakshmi, and Nandi, 
and several ling as, lie scattered about. There are no traditions or inscriptions ; 
the ruins lie on a small mound about 15 feet in height and about 30 feet in 
diameter. 


Ill- \ 33. Palebaras, 21 miles west by south of Eangi and 22 miles north of Mul, 

An old Hemadpanti tenvple. 

Ill- 34. Panjurni, 6 miles north-west of Warora, a peculiarly shaped temple said 

to have been built on the site of a sati, and in the centre of the building is seen 
a tomb with a figure representing a woman kneeling on the funeral pile previous 
to its being fired. 

HI- 35. Raj gad is a large village on the road between Chanda and Markandi. 

It possesses an old temple of Mahadeva which, though small in size, is interesting 
for its details, as it is generally in very good preservation. The temple is dedicated 
to Mahadeva whose linga is enshrined inside. The style is the same as that of the 
Markandi temples, and the roof of the sanctum is a pyramid rising in steps exactly 
like the pyramidal spires of the Dasa Avatara temple at Markanda. (Cunnin°-hanTs 
Reports, Vol. IX., p. 141.) 

IH- ' 36. Segaon, a town 13 miles north-east of Warora. There is here an old 

stone fort in ruins with a handsome gateway. 
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III. <37. Thanegaon, 4- miles south of Amori. A small temple and a tank, the 

former being of about the same age as that at Armori. (Cunningham’s Reports, 
Vol. VII., p. 126.) 

III. ^ 38. Tipagad, an old fort perched among the hills and jungles, 28 miles east 

of Wairagad. It is extremely difficult of access, and, when reached, has nothing of 
any interest beyond its old walls and remains of some small rooms. (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. VII., p. 130.) 

III. ■* 39. Wagnath, 10 miles to the east of War or a. Panchayatana of Saxnbasiva 

temple, built in the Hemadpanti style. 

pjl 40. Wagnak, 2 miles south of Nagri railway station. A very old and 

peculiarly shaped temple, built of solid slabs without mortar. Between Wagnak 
and Nagri are found stones set up such as are elsewhere seen in circles. 

HI- 41. Warha, 10 miles east by south of Chanda. An old temple with a broad 

flight of steps leading down to the Wardha river. 

III. • 42. Yedda, in the Zaminddri of Rangi. An old temple of Mahadeva built in 

the Hemadpanti style, in a dilapidated state. 

Upper Godavari. 

III. 1. Albaka, chief village of an estate of the same name, 40 miles to the north 

of Dumagudem. Some cromlechs, etc., on the hills, and close to the village. 

III. 3. Rhadrachallam, about 140 miles from Sironcha. It owes its importance 

to an old and well-known temple of Ramachandra, which is situated on an eminence 
in the Ullage, and is supposed to have been built about 400 years ago by one Rislii 
Pratishtha, but has been added to at subsequent periods by various Rajas. It 
consists of a main building covered by a fine dome, and flanked by smaller temples 
on both sides. The space in the centre is paved, and there is a stone mandapa , or 
open flat-roofed building, in front of the chief shrine. The temples are surrounded 
by a high wall and from the river side are entered by a flight of steps. Religions 
observances are supported by a money grant of R 13,000 (Haidarabad currency) 
per annum. The jewels belonging to the temple are said to be very valuable. 

III. 4. Parnasala. A temple connected with that at Bhadracliallam. 

III. 5. Sironcha. Some prehistoric stone sarcophagi, now in the Nagpur Museum, 

are said to have been brought from here. More information needed. 



22 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY LISTS: CENTRAL PROVINCES. 


IY. — Bhandara. 


lit. ' l. Bhandara. At Bhandara itself are an old Hemadpanti temple in the heart 

of the town containing; two images called Arnbai and Nimbai, which are daily 
worshipped ; an old fort said to have been built by a Gavali king, now used as a jail ; 
the Klianib taldv also ascribed to a Gavali king having a pillar in the middle of it 
and two temples on its hanks one of which is dedicated to Mahadeva and one to 
Maruti ; a shrine with a little carving in places; and some tombs in charge of a 
chela, and having rent-free grounds attached for maintenance. 

jpp *2. Adyar, 17 miles south of Bhandara. A small temple, 12ft. by 10ft., of 

Mahadeva ascribed to Hemadpant, but said to be built of bricks, stone, and mortar. 
Also another small temple of similar workmanship, and a blackstone, well-carved, life- 
sized image of Parsvanatha which was discovered some nine years ago when excava- 
ting a foundation. 

HI, * 3. Ambagad, IB miles north of Bhandara. This fort is said to have been 

principally used as a State prison for criminals of distinction, who were sent there to 
die of its had climate and had water ; it is not of any interest otherwise : the gate of 
the fort faces east. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 109.) 

jjj 4. Amgaon, the principal town of the chiefship of that name. In the 

neighbourhood, at a place called Padmapur, there are some curious old remains of 
massive stone buildings, hut then origin is unknown. 

HI. 5. Bijli, a chiefship on the north-east border of the Bhandara district. Near 

the pass (Darekasa) there are some curious caves in the adjoining hills, partly 
natural and partly artificial. They are called “ Kachagad ” or the fort of safety. 
They have a good water-supply from a spring close by. 

Ill- 6. Brambi, near Pipalgaon, 25 miles south of Bhandara, an old well con- 

structed of great long stones, and ascribed to giants. 

III. « 7. Chakaheti, 40 miles north of Bhandara, a small Hemadpanti temple 

measuring 10 feet by 8 feet on the road running from Chakaheti to Kusha. 

HI. 8. Chandpur. On the hills above the village of Chandpur the Gavalis 

erected a rough, hut effective, fortified residence. The site of it is now marked onlv 
by a half broken wall. 

III. * 9- Chichgad, about 2 miles from Darekasa station on the Bengal-Nagpur 

Railway. There is here a cave in which is a deity worshipped once or twice a vear bv 
the Gonds. 
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HI. 10. Gaimukh, 20 miles north of Bhandara. A cave, in which is an image of 

Parvati devi worshipped on Sivardtri. 

III. 11. Ganeshtola of Amgaon. Amgaon is a station on the Bengal-Xagpur 

Railway. A very small Hemadpanti shrine, hut of no account. 

III. 12. Kamtha, 24 miles east of Tirrora railway station. An old temple, 20 feet 

by 20 feet, hut of no particular account. 

III. , 13. Korambi, about 3 miles north-west of Pauni. On the side of the hill 

south of the village, distant a mile and a half or so, and facing the north, is to he 
found a cave temple with a figure of Mahadeva in it. The people of the neighbour- 
hood frequently resort to this place for worship. The road up the hill has been 
roughly made, and the hill is covered with bushy jungle. The cave is about 300 
yards from the foot of the hill. The entrance is big enough only for a man to creep 
in. It consists of two compartments, the outer is about Gft. by 4ft., while the inner, 
where the image is, is about the same. The outer room is too low for a person to 
stand erect, but the inner will allow of this. The image is about a foot high, and 
beside it there is no other sculpture. 

HI. . 14. Korambi, 3 miles south-west of Bhandara. An old temple constructed of 

large blocks of stone, with a low verandah in front. It measures 33ft. by 13ft., and 
is perched upon the summit of a hill upon the bank of the IV en Ganga. It is 
ascribed to Hemadpant. In the front inner wall is an tttSU'ipttOtt in old character 
difficult to decipher. 

III. 15. Murmari, 12 miles east of Bhandara. There is here the tomb of an 

English lady, the wife, as the inscription records, of Major Clave Watson, who died 
here in 1831 or 1851 — the inscription is not very distinct. The tomb is now wor- 
shipped by the people of the neighbouring villages under the name of the “ knbctr,” 
the tomb, and “ deval,” the shrine, and offerings are made. (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. XVII., p. 1.) 

HI. 1G. Nagra, about 2 miles from Gundia station. A small old dilapidated 

temple about 12 feet by 10 feet. 

V 17. Padampur, or Padmapur. See Amgaon. 

III. / 18. Partapgad fort, about 40 miles south-east of Bhandara. The st or y goes 

that a man-eating demon had fixed his abode on the flat-topped eminence that we 
know as Partapgad. Erom this vantage-ground (.the height of the hill and 
singularity of its shape make it a prominent feature in the landscape) he was 
accustomed to scan what passed in the country below; any ill-fated beings forced to 
pass that way were sure to be swallowed up by this monster. At last there came a 
saint who took up his abode at the foot of the hill on which the bluff rock of 
Partapgad stands. Soon the demon, aware of his presence, came to make a meal of 
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him. A frightful battle ensued. At the end of the seventh day the demon was 
vanquished, and the victorious man of God erected a “ house of victory” in com- 
memoration of the event. This he made over to a Gond Raja, who took care in 
future to he liimself the master of such an important position. It was always held 
as a Government post, and, like most of the others, was in the hands of the adherents 
of Appa Saheb. It was eventually reduced by Captain Gordon. 

III. . 19. Pauni, about 32 miles south of Bhandara. A fort, some Hindu temples 

of sorts, and several other miscellaneous buildings, but nothing of any age or interest. 

III. • 20. Pinglai, a suburb of Bhandara town. A small Hemadpanti temple 

containing the image of Pinglai deni. 

III. 21. Pipalgaon, 25 miles south of Bhandara. A plain stone pillar five feet 

long by one foot broad called the “ Giant’s Sarota.” 

III. 22. Sangharq situated between the two famous lakes of Seoniband and Nave- 

gaon. It is a small fort which in 1818 was given up to the British. It is now a 
ruin. 

III. 11 23. Telota Khairi, 24 miles south of Bhandara. A cromlech formed of one 

huge stone placed upon two other upright ones. There are also three stones set up 
on edge forming three sides of a square and called the Giant’s Telota. 
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V. — Balaghat. 


III. 1- Behir, about 15 miles east of Parasvara. About a mile to the north of the 

town are some old temples, but of no particular merit. 

III. 2. Bhimlat, 13 miles east of Behir and 28 miles east of Parasvara on the 

Banjar river. Near the village is a curious stone pillar or lat, lying on the ground 
in a grove of mango trees, which is said to be the Ut of Bhima. It is cut out of a 
peculiarly fine-grained stone, and seems to have been brought from a distance. 
There are, as is usual with these lats, several silly legends to account for it. 

III. > 3. Bhir. Here there are two plain and one carved Hemadpanti temples, and 

one in ruins. There is a tank near them. They are all in a more or less dilapidated 
condition. There are no images in them. An image from one was sent in 1853 or 
1854 by the Seoni district authorities to the Central Museum at Nagpur. But there 
are a few fragments of images, from which it appears that they are of Jaina origin. 

III. 4. Hatta, about 80 miles north-east of Bhandara, and 8 miles to the east of 

the Wenganga. An old fort ; close to the entrance to the fort is a fine bdvali. 

III. 5. Kirnapur, about 16 miles to the south-east of Burha. Some old temples 

which are found in various parts of the town. 

III. 6. Kohargas, 18 miles north-west of Burha, in pnrgand Karola. An old 

court-house. This is the court-house of the famous personage Ala Udal, built of 
black stones. There are the remains of a very large gate on the northern side and 
also the remains of a second gate. 

On the hill is a triangular stone called the cot of Sona Bani, wife of Ala IJdal. 

HI. 7. Kutalbori, 4 miles south of Bhiri outpost. Near a saj tree, there is a stone 

2| feet by 2 feet on which are two images resembling soldiers. 

HI, \ 8. Lanji, about 90 miles north-east of Bhandara and 40 miles east of Burha. 

The fort is believed to be the work of the Gonds in the early part of the 1 8th 
century. It is surrounded by a moat, and was, no doubt, once a place of consider- 
able strength, but is now out of repair. In the bamboo jungles, a mile to the north- 
east of the town, is an old temple dedicated to Mahadeva, surrounded by what are said 
to be the remains of the original town. 

HI '9. Mau outpost. One mile east is the Naga chabutrd in the midst of a tank 

8 feet square and the same in height, of granite, on which is an image of a nag a and 
a pillar. There is also a temple with remains of a flight of steps. On the north of 

E 
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it are two images, one of Ganapati, the other a pincli of Mahadeva. The temple is 
said to have been built at the time of one Nowjadar, hut who he was is not known. 
Two miles east of Mau outpost is a very old nctgarkhana built of stone, about 300 
feet in height, said to have been constructed in the time of Ala Tidal when his 
marriage with Sona Rani of Kohargadh was celebrated, as a place for the blowing of 
horns, trumpets, and the sounding of other musical instruments. 

There are traces of other old buildings here. 

III. 10. Mohbhat, one and a half miles south of Beliir. A “ in a din ” supported 

on four monolith pillars. X ear it is a granite image. 

III. 11. Narsinha, 4 miles north of Charegaon outpost in Man tdluTca. Temple 

of Narasinha, a small but very old temple. It stands on a semi- spherical granite 
hill of the name of Narasinha. 

III. .12. Pala, 2 miles north-west of Kirnapur. A temple called “ Brahmachari,” 

partly plain and partly sculptured, 8 feet long by 5 feet broad by 19 feet high. 

III. 13. Ramrama, 18 miles west of Burba. A “ sthdna ” of Mahadeva, 

150' x 200', very old and built of plain black stone. 

III. 14. Sonkhar, 8 miles east of Mau, on the hill of Sondardehi. Sada Bhada 

images. 

In the remains of a very old fortress there are 53 images of stone called Sada 
Bhadh images ; one of them is the image of a rider with an umbrella over his head 
and a palanquin before him in which is the figure of a female. The third image 
is standing with a sword and shield in its hand. It is of a yellow colour and is called 
“ Bhandia Sada.” The rest are not of importance. The Gonds say that when Gonds 
were the rulers and when Sada Bhada was then king, and his marriage procession was 
going on, all the people in the procession with Sada Bhada were transformed into 
these images of stone. 

III. 15- Sourjhari, 6 miles north-west of Bhiri. A natural cave containing an 

image of Mahadeva. There are also images of Ganapati, Vishnu, and Parvati. All 
these images have been introduced within the last 30 years. The tradition is that 
this Mahadeva goes to meet Narasinha decu on the Narsinha hill. 
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II.— JABALPUR DIVISION. 

I. — Jabalpur District. 

HI- 1. Jabalpur. The only remains at Jabalpur itself are some Jaina statues 

collected and built into a masonry block in the garden of Messrs. Cursetjee and Co. 
They are well carved images. 

Ill- , 2. Amoda. The village of Amoda is situated on the crest of the Kairnur range 

7 miles to the south-west of Baliuriband, and about 20 miles nearly due west 
from Sleemanabad. Amongst the sail monuments in the neighbourhood, there is 
one with an inscription dated in Sctmvat 1G51, or A.D. 1591, during the reign of 
the Gond Raja Prem Narayana. 

II6- ’ 3. Bahuriband, 12 miles west of Sleemanabad railway station, contains a 

colossal Jaina statue 12 feet 2 inches high, standing under a banyan tree near the 
town. On the pedestal is an inscription of seven lines. (Cunningham’s Report, 
Vol. IX., p. 39.) 

Ill- • 4. Balakoti, about 9 miles to the south-west of Murwara and 15 miles due 

north of Sleemanabad. A fort which was constructed by the Lodis. It was partially 
destroyed after the mutiny of 1857-58. It is a comparatively modern building. 

HI- v 5. Bargaon, half way between Damoh and Jokahi railway station. An 
old site of the Jains as shewn by remains of their temples and sculptures. One 
temple stands to a height of 21 feet above its basement. It contains a weather-worn 
and illegible inscription. (General Cunningham’s Report, XXI., pp. 101 and 163.) 

I*- - 6. Bheraghat, 12 miles west of Jabalpur. This is a famous bathing-place 

on the Narmada. The river here runs calm and deep between the well-known 
“ Marble Rocks.” There are a few small temples close by of no particular merit, but 
upon the top of a conical hill just above the Ullage are some remains of great 
interest. Here there is a temple surrounded by a circular colonnade or corridor. 
The temple is more or less modern, occupying the place of an older one which has 
disappeared. But the circular corridor which surrounds it is a far more ancient 
structure. It consists of a high circular wall against the inside of which is built a 
verandah, being supported along its inner side by columns set at regular intervals. 
The pilasters built against the wall opposite each of these pillars divide the Avail 
space into panels or bays, and set against the wall, one in each of these, upon its own 
pedestal, are life-sized images of gods, goddesses, and others. The most of these still 
remain, but in a terribly mutilated condition. (Bor full account see General 
Cunningham’s Report, IX., p. 60.) 
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III. • 7. Bhitri. There are the remains of a fort on the hills near Bhitri. 

III. 8. Bijeraghogad, has a handsome but comparatively recent fort. 

III. . 9. Bilhari, 10 miles west of Katni railway station. Once a place of some 

note, hut now only a wreck of its former self. The only remains of any consequence 
now existing at Bilhari are the great tank of Lakshman Sagara, the small tank of ! 

Dhabora Tal, the Vishnu- Varaha temple, and the ruined temple known as the 
palace of Kama-Kandala. These remains are of great age. Sculptured stones and 
pillars from these have been greatly used in building the houses in the town. 

116. 10. Chhota Deori, 16 miles west of Jokahi railway station. Near the 

sources of the Kiyan or Ken river are some small ruined temples. The best known 
of these is at Chhota Deori, where there is a famous pillar with an old tngcrtptton in 
characters of the 6th or 7th century. 

III. 11. Garha, four miles west of Jabalpur. This place was once the capital 

of the Gond dynasty of Garha Mandla, whose ancient keep, known as the Madana 
Mahal, still crowns the low granite range, along the foot of which the town is built. 

Tradition gives Garha a great antiquity, and it probably existed before the Christian 
era. Its decline in importance dates from the time of the removal of the Gond 
dynasty to Singorgad and subsequently to Mandla. The mahal was built about 
A.D. 1100 by Madan Singh and is now a ruin. Under it to the west, is the beautiful 
Ganga Sagara tank, and near it is the large sheet of water called the Bal Sagara. 

The mahal was a very plain small building of no architectural proportions, and its 
only interest lies in its picturesque position, perched as it is upon the very top of the 
hill upon a huge boulder of rock. It is a conspicuous object for miles around. 

\lh, , , 12. Karanpara, near Karitalai, 27 miles north-east of Murwara. A stone 

figure of the boar of Vishnu, of enormous size and beautifully carved in red sandstone, 
called “ Barah-rup ” (varaha). The village of Karitalai stands on the east side of 
the Kaimur range of hills 22 miles south of Maihar. The old name of the place was 
Karupur, which is now restricted to a small village, with a number of ruined temples 
lying along the ridge to the north of the modern town. There is also a large tank ^ 

called “ Sagara,” half a mile in length, to the east of the ruins, but is dry now. The 
temple containing the figure is in ruins. The carved stones, etc., might be collected 
and cared for. 

III. ' 13. Kumbhi. The chief village of the pargavd of the same name in the 

Jabalpur district, about 10 miles east by south of Siliora and 12 miles south of * 

Sleemanabad. It is situated on rising ground on the banks of the Hiran and con- 
tains several temples. 

HI. - I 4 - Magardha. An ancient village about 5 miles north of Bilhari in Sleeman- 

abad tehsil. A Gond fort in ruins. 
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~ 15. Majholi. The village of Majholi lies on the old road leading from 
Tewar (Tripura), the old capital of Cliedi, to Bilhari, being 22 miles to the north 
of the former, and 30 miles to the south-west of the latter. It once possessed a 
famous temple of Vishnu, of which nothing now remains but a large statue of the 
varaha or boar incarnation of Vishnu. The statue is almost hidden in the deep 
darkness of a modern temple, which has been built out of the ruins of the old fane, 
with numerous pieces of sculpture inserted in the wall. Close by is one of the 
ceiling slabs of the old temple, with its deeply cut squares and circles of ornamental 
moulding. This has been turned into a chakki, or mill-stone, for grinding lime. 
Nothing is known about the history of the temple — not even its name. Amongst 
the broken sculptures in the neighbourhood is a Hara-Gauri, or Siva and his wife, 
seated, with a standing figure of Siva and a squatted Jaina statue, naked as 
usual. 

<16. Nandchand. A small village on an island at the junction of the Kundo 
ndla with the Patna river. On the bank of the Patna river are some fine Hindu 
remains, consisting‘of a ruined temple and a torana gateway with numerous statues. 
The place is forty miles east-north-east of Damoh. (See Cunningham’s Report, 
XXI., p. 160.) 

• 17. Paraini, an old village on the right bank of the Ken river, 11 miles to 
the west of the Jokahi railway station. There are the ruins of several temples on 
the bank of a tank to the north of the village. The principal object is the statue 
of a boar 5 feet 3 inches long. (Cunningham’s Report, XXI., p. 158.) 

18. Rithi, 18 miles to the north-west of Murward. To the east of the 
village is a long heap of cut and carved stones, the remains of some ten or twelve 
temples. Numerous fragments of sculptures lying about. (Cunningham’s Report, 
XXL, p. 160.) 

- 19. Rupnatb, 14 mil es due west of Sleemanabad and 3 miles south-west of 

Bahuriband. Rupnatha is the name of a famous ling a of Siva, which is placed in the 
cleft of a rock, where the Bunder Chua ndla pours over the face of the Kaimur range 
of hills. The descent is made in three falls, each of which has a famous pool, which is 
also an object of worship. The uppermost is called the Rama Kunda, the middle 
one the Lakshmana Kunda, and the lowest one the Sita Kunda. But the site of 
Rupnatha is more interesting from the presence there of one of the rock inscriptions! 
of Asoka. (Cunningham’s Report, Vol. IX., p. 38.) 

20. Simara, on the right bank of the Ken river, near the northern end of 
the Sati Pahar, about 10 miles from Murwara and Katni stations. To the east of the 
village there are the ruins of four temples, one large and three small. On the 
embankment of the Bada Tal there are the ruins of a fifth temple. There is also a 
large slab with an inscription dated Satu. 1355. (Cunningham’s Report, XXI., 
p. 159.) 
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III. 21. Suror, two and a half miles from Paraini, and 11 miles west of the 

J ukahi railway station. An old sati pillar with a curious inscription in five lines, 
dated Sam. 1328. 

22. Tewar, about 7 miles west of Jabalpur. About half a mile south-east of 
Tewar are the ruins of the old city of Tripura, now known as Karanbel. Tradition 
speaks loudly of the immense ruins of Karanbel, hut the railway, with its insatiable 
capacity of absorbing to itself all workable stone within its influence, has long since 
so reduced the ruins that no remains are now left of any interest. 

At the west end of the village of Tewar, under a large tree, are collected 
together a great number of sculptures all more or less broken, but many of them 
otherwise in very good preservation, and most exceptionally well carved. Every one 
of them is said to have been brought from, the site of the old city of Karanbel. The 
most perfect specimen is a Buddhist sculpture of “Yajrapani,” who is represented 
seated under a canopy with his bands in the teaching attitude assumed so often by 
Buddha in his images. Under the image is an inscription. Eor further description 
see General Cunningham’s Reports, Yol. IX., p. 54. 

II «■ 23. Tigowa, 2 miles to the north of Balm riband, and 13 west of Sleemanabad. 

Here there is a low rectangular mound, about 250 feet long by 120 feet broad, 
which is entirely covered with large blocks of cut stone. The ruins of many temples. 
Only one temple is now standing, that of Kankali Devi. Originally it was a small 
single room, with an open portico in front, supported on four pillars, of the same 
type as those at U dayagiri and Eran. At this temple are two inscription# on one of 
the pillars. About 60 feet to the north-east there is part of an entrance door of a 
second temple of a much larger size. But besides these two shrines can be traced 
the foundations of no less than thirty-six other temples, the largest of which being 
only 15 feet. The whole of these had been utterly destroyed by a railway con- 
tractor. (General Cunningham’s Reports, Yol. IX., p. 41.) 
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II. — Damoh. 


Ila. 1- Damoh. The head- quarters of the district of the same name. Most of the 

Hindu temples here were destroyed hv the Muhammadans, and then materials were 
used to construct a fort, which, in its turn, has been destroyed, so that practically no 
buildings of interest remain. On the bank of the Pliuteria tank are one or two modern 
temples, but upon the platform surrounding the base of a large tree between them, 
are gathered together a collection of more or less mutilated sculptures from some old 
temple. In the garden of the Deputy Commissioner’s house are some more with a 
well-sculptured doorway, and a much abraided tnscnptlOtt slab under a tree near the 
well. In the Telisildar’s kaclieri are two inscription slabs— one Sanscrit, the other 
Persian. 

III. ' 2. Batiagad. An old town and fort about 20 miles north-west of Damoh. 

HI- 3. Gugra Kalan, 21 miles north-west of Damoh. A fort built by Rav 

Makhan Singh in the time of the Bundelas. 

Ill- * I. Harat, 3 miles south-west of Hatta. A jdace of some importance under 

the Bundelas, but now only noticeable for some Muhammadan tombs. 

III. < 5. Hatta, 24 miles north-east of Damoh. The fort is said to have been built 

by the Gonds upwards of 500 years ago. It is built of rubble stone in lime. The 
Bang Mahal, a kind of palace in the Maratlia style inside the fort, was built in 1804 
by Govind Rav of Sagar, who strengthened the fort also. 

The temple of Chand Devi is an old temple, dedicated to the goddess Devi. 
There is nothing remarkable about the architecture. The temple is esteemed espe- 
cially sacred by the people of Hatta, and is visited by all Hindu strangers also. It is 
said to have been built in the time of the Gond Rajas ; date unknown. It is espe- 
cially resorted to during epidemics. 

III. . 6. Hindcria. 10 miles north-east of Damoh. Here are numerous sati 

pillars, of which the oldest is dated Scimvat 1113. There are also many carved stones 
and remains of temples. (Cunningham’s Reports, XXI., p. 167.) 

III. < 7. Jatashankar, 7 miles north by west from Hatta. A fort said to have been 

built by Pateh Singh, Amil of Patehpur pargana, in Samvat 1700, in the time of the 
Bundelas. It is in fair preservation, but has long been left uninhabited. It is in 
the Maratka style and has some remarkably deep wells in it. 

III. < 8. Kanoda, 14 miles north-west of Hatta. Has the remains of an old sculp- 

tured temple. In the time of the Bundela Rajas, Amir Singh, Amil of Kanoda, 
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constructed the fort. It is a kind of summer sporting residence rather than a fort. 
It is in ruins and not worth preserving. 

III. 9. Kerbanna. A fort 25 miles north-west from Damoh. Built by Bav 

Madhari Lodhi during the reign of the Chandeli kings. Most of it is in ruins, hut 
some of the inside buildings are still inhabited by a Lodhi family. It is in the 
Maratha style. 

III. 10. Koral. A temple, but of no particular interest. 

III. 11. Kundalpur, 20 miles east of Damoh. Here there are some fifty more or less 

modern Jaina temples. At the foot of the hill, near the Vardhamana taldv, are two 
old Brahmanical temples, both facing north. One is empty, but the other still holds 
a standing figure of Vishnu. (General Cunningham’s Beports, Vol. XXI., p. 166.) 

III. 12. Mariadah, 10 miles north of Hatta. A fort. It is now almost in ruins. 

It was built under Jugraj Divan of Chattarsal of Punna. It is mixed in style. 
The bastions are of the older style, similar to Singorgad, the inner building being in 
the Maratha stvle. 

to 

III. 13. Mugron, 7 miles west of Hatta. The ruins of an old temple said to have 

been built in the time of the Gond Bajas, but it is now of no particular interest. 

III. 14. Narasingad, 12 miles north-west of Damoh, on the right bank of the 

river Sunar. During the period of Muhammadan ascendancy it was known as “ Nas- 
ratgarh,” but this was changed into the present name by the Marathas. A fort and a 
mosque are the only relics of the Muhammadans. A second fort erected by the 
Marathas, was partially destroyed by the British troops in 1857. Most of the better 
buildings are now in ruins. 

Jo. 15. Nohta, 13 miles south-east of Damoh. Judging from the number of 

sites of old temples, which are scattered in and around the village, Nohta must have 
been at one time a place of note. The only old temple now standing is near the 
road, about half a mile to the south of the village. It is in a very ruinous condition, 
the outer shell of the walls of the shrine having for the most part fallen together 
witli the sikhara and roof of the sab/iu mandnpa. The temple consists of a shrine, 
hall, and porch, which have all been fully decorated. Beside Hindu shrines, there 
would appear to have been one or more Jaina temples, since Jaina figures are also 
found lying about the jfiace, amongst them being a figure of Chandraprabha. 
Pillars, lintels, sculptures, and other fragments are found throughout the village 
built into the walls of houses and enclosures. 

16. Panchamnagar, 24 miles north-west of Damoh. Fort, built by Baja 
Hirde Shah in the reign of the Bundela Bajas. Now in ruins. 
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III. • 17. Puranakera, 9 miles nortli of Hatta. Port. One Nanzoo Lodhi is 

said to have constructed the fort during the time of Raja Chattarsal of Punna. It is 
in ruins. There is nothing remarkable about the architecture. 

III. 18. Ramnagar, 9 miles west by north of Hatta. A fort, built in Samvat 

1823 by Gandharap Singh Lodhi, whose heirs are in possession and keep it in repairs. 

III. <• 19. Raneh, 8 miles to the east of Hatta. A temple, said to have been built 

by Rechariya Brahmans 500 years ago in the time of the Chandeli kings. It has an 
tttsbrtptton which is illegible. There are several families of Rechariyas still living in 
the village. 

III. , 20. Rangir, 12 miles north of Damoh. A fort. About 190 years ago 

(Pausha Vadya 3, Samvat 1760). This fort was constructed by Rachori during the 
time of Chattarsal of Punna, for sporting purposes. It is almost in ruins. It is 
in the same style as Jatashankar fort (No. 7). 

III. ■ 21. Sakhor. A temple, said to have been built during the reign of the 

Chandeli kings, with an illegible ht£Cl'tptt0tt. 

II«. 22. Singorgad. A hill fort situated 28 miles south-east of Damoh. 

The fort is a Gond one, built in rubble stone masonry and is now in ruins. The 
people attribute it to one Raja Bel, a prince of the Chandela Rajput tribe (Central 
Provinces’ Gazetteer, p. 480). But General Cunningham {vide his Report on a tour 
in the Central Provinces, vol. ix, pages 48 to 54) attributes it to one Gaj Singh, a 
Parbar Rajput, and considers it was built in Samvat 1360, answering to A.D. 1307 ; 
and that it was enlarged by Dulpat Shall of Garba Mandla, who moved the seat of 
government there ( vide page 50). 

The widow of Dulpat Shah, the famous Rani Durgavati, was defeated near 
here by Asaf Khan, an officer of the great Akbar ; and the fort is said to have stood a 
siege of nine months in the days of Aurangzib. It must have been of immense size. 
The remains of the outer circumvallation are still most extensive. Of the citadel or 
inner fort, which is on a high central hill, little remains but a solitarv tower and 
some ruined water reservoirs. Two smaller towers still stand on neighboruing hills. 

HI. 23. Tejgad, 20 miles south of Damoh. A fort. It is comparatively modem 

and is built of rubble stone set in mud. Built by the Lodhis. 
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III. — Sagar. 


III. * 1. Sagar. The principal town in the district of the same name, which is said 

to be the Sageda of Ptolemy. There is a fort here which was commenced by the 
Rajputs in A.D. 1660, hut was completed as it now stands by the Marathas about 
one hundred years ago. It stands on the north-west bank of the lake at a consider- 
able elevation commanding the whole of the city and surrounding country. It has 
been built on no particular plan, but so as to take the best advantage of the ground 
on which it stands. It consists of twenty round towers, varying from 20 to 40 feet 
in height, connected by thick curtain walls, and enclosing a space of six acres. This 
space is for the most part covered with old Maratha buildings of two storeys. Since the 
accession of the British Government, a magazine, a large building now used for medical 
stores, and a barrack, beside other small buildings for the magazine stores, etc., have 
been constructed. There is only one place of exit and entrance on the east side. 

lid. In the garden of the artillery mess-house (1894) — one in each of the four corners — 

are collections of old sculptures built up into small imitation kiosks. On the west 
face of that in the south-west corner is a partly abraided inscription. A few more 
sculptures lie in the garden of the house used by the office of the District Council. 

HI. -2. Binaika, about 24 miles north of Sagar. A fort. 

HI- . 3. Dhamoni, 29 miles north of Sagar. A fort, which is almost in ruins, stands 

on an eminence at a short distance from the summit of the ghats leading to Bunclel- 
kliand and commands the valley of the river Dhasan. It is of a triangular ground 
plan and encloses a space of 52 acres. The ramparts are in general fifty feet high and 
in most parts 15 feet thick, with enormous round towers. There are besides interior 
works strengthening the defences of the eastern quarter, where the magazine and 
officers’ quarters were probably situated. 

I a. 4. Eran, on the south bank of the Bina river, 6 miles north-east of Bamora station 

on the I. M. Railway. There is here a most interesting collection of remains upon 
high ground above the bank of the river, and about half a mile west of the village. 
There were here at one time more than half a dozen small Vaishnava temples, but 
now nothing remains of the temples themselves save some of the lower courses of 
masonry, four standing columns with then architraves, a colossal Varaha, a gigantic 
image of Vishnu, a broken one of Narasinha, with many beams, sculptmes, and parts 
of doorways lying about. But more interesting than all this is a great stone column 
47 feet high, which stands out before the temples, and contains an old Gupta 
inscription* Beside it stands another smaller column but without an inscription. 
There is a second inscription upon the throat of the colossal Varaha. In the village 
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within the courtyard of a house, is a large image of Varaha with one line of inscription 
in very old characters. An old inscription on an octagonal ling a at the hamlet of 
Pelichpur about 2 miles from Eran. Eor fuller account of Eran and its remains 
see General Cunningham’s Beport, YII., p. 88. 


III. 


III. 

III. 

III. 

III. 

III. 

III. 


III. 


* 5. Garhakota, 28 miles east of Sagar. A fort, mostly in ruins, situated on a 
lofty eminence to the east of the town, between the rivers Sunar and Gadhairi. A 
natural moat is thus formed on three sides of it, and on the fourth side an artificial 
one has been constructed. The place, both from its natural advantages, and the 
solidity and excellence of its construction, must have been one of enormous strengthj 
and, without large guns, almost impregnable. The inner walls enclose a space of 
eleven acres, the greater part of which is covered with buildings and palaces. These 
are, for the most part, now in ruins, as are also the outer walls and bastions. The 
latter were breached by Sir Hugh Bose in 1858, when the fort was taken, and were 
afterwards partly levelled by sappers. 

About two miles north of the town, on the borders of a large forest (the Banana) 
there stand the remains of what appears to have been a large summer palace built by 
Baja Mardan Singh. The most remarkable part of these ruins is a lofty tower to the 
north of the buildings, which is still standing in tolerable preservation, although 
some of the lower part of the wall has fallen down. The ground plan of this tower 
is almost square, each side measuring about 15 feet. It is built in six storeys, each 
one slightly tapering upwards. The total height is about 100 feet. There is a 
winding stone staircase the whole way up. 

< 6. Garhpehra. Bomains of buildings of various kinds. 

• 7. Itawa. Some fine buildings in and close to the town, the stone-work and 
carvings in which are said to be really remarkable. 

■8. Jaisinghnagar, 21 miles south-west of Sagar. A fort, in ruins, built bv Jai 
Singh, the ruler of Garhpehra or old Sagar about 200 years ago. 

A 9. Kimlasa, 42 miles north-west of Sagar. A fort, and a Muhammadan 
tomb. The walls of the latter are of beautifully perforated screen-work. Also a 
Hindu mahal. 

10. Kurai, 32 miles north-west of Sagar. An old fort utilized as a sub-treasury 
and tehsil office. 

11. Madanpur is situated at the head of one of the principal passes leading 
from Sagar to Lalitpur. Site of an old city. There are six temples here, all more 
or less ruined, the oldest being three Jaina temples to the north of the town. Two 
others are at the north-west corner of the lake, and the sixth at some distance to the 
north-east of the lake. Here are several inscription^ dating from Sam. 1212 to 
Sam. 1692. Also a colossal hoar and two inscribed sati stones. 

12. Pandalpur. Temple of Pandharinatlia, where an annual jatra is held. 

y 2 
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13. Rahatgad, 25 miles west of Sagar. Here was a fort which was destroy- 
ed in great measure, hut the ruins still remain, showing what an enormous structure 
it was originally. The fort is situated on a lofty eminence to the south-west of the 
town, and surrounded by it on the south, west, and north sides. It was chiefly built 
by Sultan Muhammad Khan, hut was afterwards altered and added to by his suc- 
cessors, and thus took upwards of fifty years to complete. It is the largest fort in 
the Sagar district and probably in all the adjoining country. The outer walls con- 
sist of twenty-six enormous towers, some of which were used as dwellings, connected 
by curtain walls, and enclose a space of sixty- six acres. This space was for the most 
part covered with buildings of all descriptions, and contained a bazar and numer- 
ous temples and palaces. One of these latter is called the “ Badal Mahal ” or Cloud 
Palace, from its great height and elevated situation. It is attributed to one of the 
Raj-Gond Chiefs of Garha Mandla. Most of the buildings are now in ruins, and the 
outer fort walls are in a ruinous state. The east wall was breached for a distance 
of nearly a hundred yards by Sir Hugh Rose’s siege guns in 1858, when he captured 
the fort from the rebels. 

. 14. Rehli, 28 miles south-east of Sagar. A fort built by the Marathas about 
200 years ago. It stands on the north bank of the Sunar, opposite to the junction 
of that river with another small stream called the Debar, on a considerable eminence 
overlooking the town. The space enclosed within it — nearly two acres in extent — 
was covered with Maratha buildings of two or more storeys, most of which have 
been destroyed. 
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IV. — Mandla. 


HI. , 1. Mandla. A small station on the right hank of the Narmada. There is 

nothing here of much interest, the temples being more or less modern. The old 
mined fort is very picturesque hut is not a strong fort. The place could never have 
been of any great importance. (Cunningham’s Reports, Yols. VII. and VIII.) 

HI. • 2, Deogaon, 20 miles north-east of Mandld on the new Dindori road. A very 

old temple at the junction of the Borhnevr and Narmada rivers ( see Captain "Ward’s 
Settlement Report, 1S66-69). 

Ill, >3. Ramnagar, about 10 miles to the east of Mandla. Here are several old 

Gond palaces but of little architectural merit. Placed in one, however, is the well- 
la. known inscription giving the genealogy of the Rajas of Mandla. (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. VII, p. 106, and Vol. XVII., p. 46.) 
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V— Seoni. 


III. . 1. Chhapara, 22 miles to the north of Seoni on the Jabalpur road. Here the 

bridge over the Wenganga is worth inspection, and the remains of the old Gond fort 
still exist. 

III. . 2. Ghansor, 30 miles north-east of Seoni.* A small village with the ruins of 

several temples. The ruins extend over an area of about a mile long by a quarter 
of a mil e broad, within this area, on the banks of the little rivulet, which supplies the 
village with water, are the remains of numerous temples ; all the ruins are mere 
mo un ds of cut and broken stone, not a single stone standing upon the other. There 
are the remains of twenty or twenty-five temples, of which only two appear to have 
been of large size and complete. Beside the temples and a fort are the remains of 
several tanks. In the village is a fine Jaina statue which is worshipped ; there are 
also a few fragments. About a mile east of the present village, in a tope of trees, is a 
finely carved female statue, and another a short way further east in another tope. 

Urn 3. Lakhnadon tehsil. There are here collected some good sculptures. En- 

quiry might be made concerning their former site. 


* Another Ghansor is about 70 miles north of Seoni. 
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III.— NARBADA DIVISION. 


I.— Nimar. 

A- Asirgarh fort. Tlie construction of this fortress was clearly a work of 
Ha. different periods. The lowest portions of the walls are in similar cyclopean style to 
those of Mandhata and probably date from about the same period. The place is known 
to have been held by several dynasties of Rajput rulers, all of whom probably added 
to, or altered, the fortifications. The columns of an old Jaina temple dug up in the 
course of some engineering operations would show that it was probably occupied by 
the same race to whom the ancient buildings at Kliandwa are due. On it are ins- 
cribed the names of five princes with the title of Vann a, two of whom are stated 
to have married daughters of the Gupta kings. The character is that usually ascribed 
' to the tenth or eleventh centuries. The upper walls of the fort are evidently of the 
period when the use of artillery had been introduced, that is of the Muhammadan 
rule in this part of the country. The outwork called Malligark is the work of Adil 
Khan Farukhi I, about A.D. 1198, who is also stated by Ferishta to have added 
greatly to the other fortifications. The occurrence of carved stones built into the 
walls and gateways would show that they were, at least in part, constructed out of the 
materials of some more ancient buildings. Among the foundations of the fort are 
many vaulted chambers, now mostly full of water and choked with rubbish, which 
were probably the old granaries of the fort. In the south-eastern angle is a small 
' shrine of Asapurani, the tutelary deity of the Chohan Rajputs who are known to 
have held the fort in Samvat 1351 (A.D. 1291), when it was sacked by Alau’d-din 
(Tod’s Rajasthan, Vol. II., page 460). The shrine is still attended by the Chohan 
Rajputs of Piplode, who claim to be the descendants of the old Rajas of Asir. The 
name of the fort may have been derived from Asa or Asapurani, or perhaps from 
the ancient title of the Asi or Hihya dynasty of kings who ruled this country from 
Maliesvara on the Narmada, probably about 500 B.C. (Tod’s Vol. II., page 442). 
It is at any rate tolerably sure that Ferishta’s etymology of the name from Asa Aheer, 
whom he states to have held the fort when taken by the Farukhi of Burhanpur is a 
fiction, the name Aser being repeatedly mentioned by the Rajput’s poet Chande, 
and even in the Mahdbhdrata, where it is said to have become one of the seats of 
Asvattliama (a legend still current). There are numerous inscriptions on the rocks 
and buildings of Asir, which give the dates of its several sieges and of the construction 
of some of its buildings. Copies and translations of these were made by the Settle- 
ment Officer, and some of the most important of them were published by him in the 
Central Provinces Antiquarian Journal, No. II. The main gateway was built in 
1012 H. (A.D. 1611) during the reign of Jahangir ; the mosque (now used as a 
1 European barrack) and several of the bastions, in the reign of Shah Jahan. The 
great bronze gun on the western bastion was cast at Burhanpur in A.D. 1665 in 
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III. 


115. 

III. 


III. 


Amangzib’s time. A small iron breech-loading gun (lib. calibre) bears date A.D. 
1589, in the time of Ali Khan Earukhi. 

The place was stormed and taken by the army of General Wellesley in the year 
1803, made over to Sindia by the treaty of Surji Aryangaon the next year, and again 
besieged by the British in 1819, its castellan haying given shelter to Apa Saheb, the 
ex-Raj a of Nagpur. Since then the fort has remained in British possession. The 
walls enclose an area of 60 acres and can only be entered from two avenues, the rest 
of its sides being scarped to a depth of from 80 to 150 feet. It has a never failing 
water-supply. The fort is 2,200 feet above sea level. 

' 2. Bhamgad, 8 miles east of Khandwa. A fort which was captured and 
burnt by Yasavantrav Sliahi in A.D. 1806. 

■ 3. Burhanpur, on the north bank of the Tapti river, 12 miles nearly due 
south from Asirgarh and 40 miles south-west from Khandwa. It was founded in 
A.D. 1399 by Nasir Khan, the first of the Earuki Kings of Khandesh, on the 
site of an old Hindu town named Basana-Khera. It was named Burhanpur in 
honour of the famous saint Burhanu’d-din of Daulatabad. It was the usual residence 
of all the later Earuki Kings, and it was during their rule of 200 years that the 
two great mosques, the Jami and Bibi Masjids were built. The city, within the 
walls, is just two miles in length from north to south, by half a mile in breadth. 
But there are numerous remains outside shewing that the suburbs must once 
have been very extensive. There are several Muhammadan tombs ; but the only 
buildings of any archaeological interest are the Bibi Masjid and the Jami Masjid. 
The old waterworks are interesting, many of the old towers connected therewith still 
existing without the town. Three years ago two of the old water channels were 
repaired, and the town has thus been furnished with an excellent water supply. (See 
General Cunningham’s Report, Yol. IX., p. 115.) 

v 4. Khandwa. The head-quarters town of the Nimar District. There are 
numerous remains of Jaina temples scattered about the town of Khandwa and built 
into more modern buildings. These i*emains are to be found very plentifully built 
into four hind as or tanks in the immediate vicinity of the town called the Ramesvara 
Kunda, the Padma Kunda, the Bhima Kunda, and the Surya Kunda, and constructed 
of solid masonry. The best specimens of Jaina figures are to be found at Padma 
Kunda bavali, in old Khandwa fort, and the temple of Mahadeva near Ramesvara 
{see also Cunningham’s Tom’, page 113, Yol. IX). 

. 5. Mandhata. On the Narmada river, 32 miles north by west from Khandwa 
and about seven miles east of Mortaka railway station. As a Hindu place of pilgrim- 
age Mandhata is famous on account of the presence there of one of the twelve most 
celebrated Hngas of Siva. The town of Mandhata is built partly upon the south 
bank of the Narmada and partly upon an island in the river. The island is, roughly, 
about a mile and a half long, and is composed of two lofty hills divided by a valley, 
which runs from near the summit at the eastern end down to the water’s edge at the 
western extremity. These lulls join at the eastern end where their sides fall in 
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precipitous cliffs to the river below, the western ends tailing off gradually. Up the 
southern face of the south hill is built one-half of the town of Mandhata, and 
exceedingly picturesque it is with its rows of houses, temples, shops, and the Raja's 
palace, conspicuous above all the rest, all built upon terraces scarped out of the rugged 
sides of the hill. The rest of the hills are covered with jungle, amongst which are 
scattered extensive ruins of a much more substantial colony than now exists there. 
The Narmada river, being one of the most sacred rivers of India, is crowded with 
jog in and pilgrims, many of whom do the pradakshina of the river — that is, they 
start from Broach and travel along its north bank to its source among the hills at 
Amarakantak and return again to Broach by the southern bank. This is said to 
take three years to accomplish, but this includes all the halts at the numberless 
sacred spots along its banks. 

Upon the- tops of the hills forming the island of Mandhata are signs of a 
once flourishing settlement, and temples, basements, long lines of wal lin g, fortifica- 
tions, and gateways, in most part in ruin, shew that the place was once of no small 
importance. But this is now, save for a little attention to one or two of the shrines, 
practically deserted, and stands high above, and apart from the modern town. 
Among the .ruins are some fine old temples and other buildings. The town with its 
scores of comparatively modern temples is not so interesting. The great columns in 

III. the temple of Omkara are certainly old, and belong to a former structure, the 
present building being of no great age. A curious arrangement in it is that the 
linga cell is not placed, as is usual, in the line with the front door of the temple, but 
is placed to one side, so that the linga cannot be seen except from the remote inner 
end of the hall. 

X6. , The temple of Siddhanatha, upon the top of the hill, now in ruins, is the 

principal and most interesting relic of antiquity at Mandhata. It stands upon the 
plateau towards the eastern edge, upon a raised platform whose plinth is supported 
all around by elephants in various positions in relief, two of which have found their 
way to the Museum at Nagpur, where they guard the entrance to that building. 
The eentral shrine still stands with its four entrances, one on each of its four sides, 
and the great columns of the four porches. The sikhara or spire of the shrine and 
the roofs of the porches have fallen. The temple has been well decorated. 

XXI. Among the other ruins on the hill is a large bracketted gateway similar to, though 

not so elaborate as to those at Dabhoi in Gujarat. It is in a very ruinous condition. 

116. It is one of the gateways of the old fort. Of another old temple the shrine and tower 
remain with a very large linga within. The plan is star-shaped, formed by the 
corners of superimposed squares. There are also the ruins of other temples, together 
with a Yaishuava shrine still in use at the western end of the plateau. Ruined walls 
and basements of houses, together with loose sculptures, shew that an extensive settle- 
ment once existed here. 


G 
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II. — HoshangAbad. 


III. 

III. 

III. 


III. 


* 1. Bagra, on the Tawa river. A small fortress and a dargah in honour of 
Sultan Hoshang Shah Ghori, one of the Malwa kings. 

' 2. Charwa, 73 miles south-west of Hoshangabad and 4 miles from Khirkian 
railway station. A fort. 

/ 3. Joga, 24 miles from Harda railway station. A fort, said to have been 
built by Sultan Hoshang Shah Ghori. There is a tomb here (Mr. Elliott’s Settlement 
Report, pp. 21 and 22). 

4. Kalibhit, 36 miles south of Harda. A fortress in a ruinous state. 


HI- ■ 5. Khatama, 21 miles south of Hoshangabad, and about 10 miles from 

I tarsi railway station. A cave dedicated to Mahadeva. It consists of a plain rectan- 
gular room in the end of which stands an enclosed shrine, leaving a pradakshind 
around it and between it and the wall of the cave, while before the shrine, and 
supporting the forward part of the cave, are four columns. 


Has. 6. Pachmarhi, about 32 miles south of Piparia railway station. The hot 

weather hill station for the Central Provinces. Here there is a series of plain 
neatly cut caves in a hillock to the south-east of the station. There is nothing in 
them to indicate with any degree of certainty to what religion they originally 
belonged. 


III. 7. Sohagpur, 32 miles east of Hoshangabad. Said to be Sonitpura to which 

Munja, the brother of Bhoja Raja, transferred the seat of government from Ujjain : 
a colossal statue was discovered here (Tr. L. S. Bom. III., 536). 
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III. — N ARSINGHPTTR. 


III. 

III. 

III. 

III. 

III. 


1. Narsinghpur. In the public garden at Narsinghpur there are some very 
interesting sculptures which were collected by Colonel Bloomfield from various parts 
of the district. Most of them were brought from Barehta. They shew that there 
once existed in this district a high class of old temples. The district is now, however, 
practically barren, the railway, running as it does through the whole length of it, 
having absorbed a great deal of what remained up to that time in its construction. 

The sculptures in the garden consist of pillars, doorways, portions of the same, 
beams, and figures, together with some old guns. Most interesting of all, perhaps, is 
a very complete and elaborately carved doorway which is set up across a pathway, 
and is, with the exception of the dedicatory block upon the lintel, in a thorough good 
state of preservation. The dedicatory block has sufficient of the figures upon it to 
shew that they were Vishnu and Lakshmi seated upon Garuda. 

2. Barehtfi, 14 miles to the south-east of Narsinghpur. Barehta has evidences 
of great antiquity, hut its remains have been much harried by railway contractors. 
The best of its sculptures are believed to he in Berlin and Warsaw. Now nothing 
remains hut a little walled enclosure with a few figures placed within it. 

3. Barman, on the side of the road which leads from Kareli railwaf station 
to Sagar. A fine old hdvali. 

A. Chauragad fort, about 20 miles to the south-west of Narsinghpur. This 
fort was the great stronghold and citadel of the Gond kingdom and witnessed every 
crisis in its history. 

• 5. Chawarpatha, 14 miles north-west of Narsinghpur. The remains of a 
Gond fort. The gateway, part of the wall and a bastion are still standing, and are 
in a fairly good state of preservation. 

>6. Dhilwar, in the north-west corner of the district. Bemains of a Gond fort 
in fair state of preservation, also a picturesque bdvali in a good state of preservation. 


g 2 



44 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY LISTS : CENTRAL PROVINCES. 


IV. — Bettte. 


III. 1. Badnur, the head-quarters of the Betul district. Not far from Badnur is 

Kherla, the former residence of the Gond Rajas, where there is an old fort, now in 
ruins, which used to he held hy them. 

III. 2. Betul. There is an old fort here. 


III. 


3. Akhalvara. A masjid and a bavali. 


III. 

III. 

III. 

III. 

m. 


m. 

hi. 

iii. 

iii 

hi. 

in. 

iii. 

iii. 


4. Ami a, about IS miles from Badnur on the Chhindwara road. Some old 
tomhs, said to he those of Gond kings. 

. 5. Asirgad Fort. It is in a ruinous state. An old gun is lying upon it. 

6. Atner, two cisterns called tapatjhirus. 

•7. Badegaon. Some old temples situated on the hank of the Tapti. 

8. Bhesdehi. Two Jcundas called tapatjhirus, and an old temple with fine 
stone carving. The entrance of the temple and a part of the facade and pillars are 
still standing, and the carving in many parts is still wonderfully clear, though 
probably not much under three hundred years old. Additions have been made to 
the original structure, as is shewn by the introduction of palpable obscenities into 
some of the carvings, the majority of which are quite free from any such objection- 
able subjects. A large pi pal tree has grown out of the rear of the building and 
displaced large portions of the masonry. There is also a fort. 

9. Bhopali. , An old cave-temple of Mahadeva in a hill. A fair is held here 
at Sivaratri. 

10. Bori. A cistern situated near the village. 

11. Borpend, an old temple situated in the jungle. 

. 12. Chawal, a stone temple. 

13. Chichthana, images of “Baralingas ” lie on the hank of the Tapti. 

14. Dagdaga Bhandarpani. An image called “ Killangdeva.” 

. 15. Dhaba. A masjid said to have been built by the Emperor Alamgir. 

16. Dhanora. There is here a deep waterfall in the Tapti, and situated in 
the opposite hill is a cave. 
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III. 17. Dudhia. Several stone images of horsemen. 

III. IS. Gopal Talai. A tomb of Rehman Shah Dullah, but apparently of not 

much account. 

III. >19. Jhapal. A cave called “Tapsibovaki Kho.” 

III. 20. Kajli Kanojia. There are stone images lying near the village. On the 

banks of the Bel river there are ruins of old temples. It is said that two masons, 
named Nangar and Bhongar used to work at the images in a state of nudity in an 
enclosure surrounded with walls. They had ordered their sisters to give them 
previous warning before they entered the enclosure whenever they carried food for 
them. One day the sisters entered the enclosure without previous warning and found 
the brothers quite naked. Both the brothers and their sisters were instantly trans- 
formed into stone figures. This is supposed to account for naked images found there. 
Some figures were recently sent to the Residency at Nagpur from this place. Pro- 
bably Jaina statues. 

Mr. Palmer, Executive Engineer, a short while ago brought to notice the exist- 
ence of some very interesting remains at Kanojia near Amla on the Badnur- 
Chhindwara road. 

II [. *21. Khairi. Eive caves and a cistern situated in the hill close to a place 

called “ Mahadeva.” 

III. • 22. Khamla. An old fort. 

III. ■ 23. Kherla. A fort and two tanks. People say that Raja II used to live in 

the fort. Within the fort is the temple of Mukundaraja Svarni, a celebrated Hindu 
saint. It is said that Raja Jailpala used to imprison every saint who failed to shew him 
the god. In this way he had incarcerated about three hundred. He used to demand 
of each that he should shew him the god in as little time as was necessary for a 
man to put his foot in the stirrup. Mukundaraja heard of this, came to Kherla, 
shewed the god to Jailpala and liberated all the saints. 

Of the two tanks, one is in the fort while the other is about a mile from it. 

III. * 24. Khurchana. A fort called Savaligad. Upon this fort there are seven 

cisterns containing fresh water — natural springs. The cisterns have been cut in hard 
black stone. An old jogi used to live here. 

III. 25. Kolgaon. A masjid said to have been built by Alamgir. 

III. ’ 26. LSlavadi. A cave situated in the hills. People say that Nangar and 

Bhongar used to live there. 

III. ' 27. Malajpur. A tomb of Guru Saheb, where a fair is held in December 

and an old well called Chakabo, said to have been built by a dancing girl. 
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III. 28. Mandhvi. A taka or cistern belonging to a goddess. There is a stone 

here which sounds like iron when struck. 

III. 29. Muktagiri, in Betul to the north of Elichpur. A collection of modem 

Jaina temples of no particular interest, and possessing few or no architectural 
features worthy of note. They form, however, a very picturesque group, perched 
upon the precipitous ledges of rock at the end of a secluded and wild ravine, where 
a pretty waterfall comes tumbling down to the valley from the highlands above. 

III. 30. Multai. A tank from which the river Tapti takes its rise. Situated 

near the kunda is an old inscription upon stone. 

III. 31. Nagjheri. Situated in a hill is a cave. 

III. -32. Padalda. In the jungle between Padalda and Piparia are two temples 

called Rani Kho. 

III. ■ 33. Pahavadi. Some very old temples, a masjid, and a bdvali or well. 

III. 34. Pattan. A daryah of Suliman Shah. Here the well known Suliman 

matikas (beads) are found. 

III. 35. Piparia, see Padalda. 

III. 36. Powarjhanda. An old fort called Bhowargad; it is in a ruinous 

condition. On its top there is a tank and some cisterns having natural springs. 

III. 37- Ravanvadi. An old masjid. 

III. 38. Salburdi. A cave and two cisterns. One cistern contains cold and the 

other warm water. 


III. *39, Sbahpur Rondha, a temple in which is a large iron frisfda. 

II a. 40. Shegad. A fort with two fine gateways. 

III. 41. Somaripet. A stone inscription lies in the jungle the letters of which 

cannot be deciphered. 

III. 42. Talimkhera. A spring and a kuncla or. cistern. 

III. 43. Thatgad. An old fort. 

III. 44. Umri. The tomb of Rehman Shah.' 
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V. — Chhindwara. 


/ 1. Deogad. A village situated in the hills about 24 miles south-west of 
Chhindwara. 

Deogad was formerly the seat of the ancient Gond Raja who ruled over 
this country. Buklit, Buland, a contemporary of Aurangzib, is said to have resided 
chiefly at Deogad, and, during his time the country over which he ruled and 
which formed the mid-land Gond kingdom is said to have been in a very flourishing 
condition. His successor Chand Sultan transferred his residence to Nagpur, which 
he subsequently made his capital. Even previous to the period of the Gond Rajas, 
tradition points to a Gavali dynasty having been seated at Deogad, but the early 
history of this dynasty is much wrapped up in obscurity. 

The village at present consists of only fifty or sixty houses, but foundations can 
be traced, in what is now jungle, for a considerable distance round. These with the 
numerous remains of wells, tanks, etc., 'shew that the former city must have extended 
over a very large area. There are also several old temples and the ruins of a fine 
stone fort. The whole of the buildings are constructed of the finest limestone. The 
situation of Deogad is extremely picturesque. 

■ 2. Mohgaon. A municipal town on a tributary of the river Jam, 38 miles 
south of Chhindwara. On either side of the river is a large Hindu temple, one of 
which, sacred to Mah&deva, is said to be three centuries old. 
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IV.— CIIIIATTISGAI) DIVISION. 


I. — Raipur. 


Ill- 1. Raipur itself does not boast of any very ancient building. The fort is 

acknowledged to be the most ancient. Within the fort are numerous temples ; some 
of these, tliqugh of little interest, are worth noticing only for their negative value. 
The temples of Raipur are to be counted by the score, but all of much the same 
type. The unfinished temple of Dudhadhari Mata, as an instance of modem 
elaborate carving, is probably unrivalled in the Central Provinces ; but this beautiful 
building is disfigured by sculpture of the most indecent type, executed in stucco on 
its exterior, and alone, of all other sculptures, as if especially to attract attention, 
gaudily coloured. In the courtyard of the temple are gathered a number of 
fragments, said to have been brought from $irpur ; these fragments are of special 
interest ; they are well executed, and prove that Buddhism and Jainism flourished in 
Sirpur. 

The museum at Raipur contains a few inscriptions ; two of these are from 
Sirpur. A third is on a sati pillar from Simga. (General Cunningham’s Reports, 
Vol. VII., p. 165.) 

A • 

IIS. < ' 2. Arang, 24 miles east of Raipur. Here there are many fine old tanks all 

around, with numerous remains of temples and sculptures which are chiefly 
Brahmanical. The only temple that is now standing is a Jaina one, and this would 
probably have fallen some time ago, had it not been held together by two iron 
bands, which the surveyors put around it when they used it as a survey station. 
Half a mile further to the east is the Bagesvara temple, which is visited by all the 
pilgrims on their way to Jagannatha. To the west of the town, on the bank of the 
Mahamaya tank, there is a small temple dedicated to the Mahamaya or “ Great 
Mother.” Many fragments of sculpture are collected here, with a broken inscription 
slab containing 18 lines of writing. Inside the enclosure there are two naked Jaina 
figures half life-size. A second tank, called the Narayana Tal lies to the west of 
the Mahamaya tank from which it is only separated by an embankment. On its 
banks are many life-size statues of \ ishnu with numerous squared stones of large 
dimensions, the remains of some ancient temple, foundations and pillar bases are 
found when digging for bricks. In 1881, General Cunningham found, among 
the rough flat stones collected near the Police station, a slab bearing two short 
tngcrip. iong in the old characters found on the Amaravati stupas. Arang has all 
the appearance of having once been a very large city. (General Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. XVII., p. 20). In addition to the above Mr. Beglar, in Report, Vol. 
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VII., p. 160, mentions another very elaborately carved, but grossly indecent temple 
called the Bhand deval. 

III. 3. Balod, 44 miles south-west of Raipur, possesses numerous temples and a 

ruined fort. At the east end of the city, and to the north of the road, which like- 
wise marks the customs line, are several old temples. One group consists of seven 
temples, of which two are quite modern, built of the fragments of older ones. To 
the west of the group of temples is a large tank now almost dry, and traces of 
another beyond. Two other tanks exist a few hundred yards to the south-west, and 
another to the south : this last is now quite tilled up. Sati pillars are very 
numerous here, on the hanks of all tanks in the village and the fort ; the most 
interesting of these is on the road-side, about half a mile to the east of the city. 
This pillar has served three times already as a sati monument. It has three 
inscriptions, but the dates in the first two are partly worn away. The thud inscrip- 
tion is “ in three lines, in characters which Prinsep ascribes to the second century 
A.D.” (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 133.) 

III. , 4. Banbard, in Drug I eh si l. Remains of old buildings are seen about, and a 

temple dedicated to Ramachandra. The place is generally called Papharan. 

III. . 5. Belars, in the Sahaspur garni ndari. The remains of a temple which is 

said to have been built during the reign of Vrashakuvar Raja. 

III. . 6. Chhind Kharak, in Kankar State. A fort built in Sam cat 1180. 

HA. .7. Chipti of Dhamtari. Temples of Mahadeva and Ramachandra. An 

tttSCriptton shews that Raja Maldeva constructed the temples about 700 years ago, 
while he was ruling over Dhamtari and Kankar territory. 

III. . 8. Damru in Simga tehsit, 9 miles north-west of Lown. An old temple. 

Ub. >9. Deo Baloda, a small village 12 miles to the west of Raipur. It possesses 

an old sandstone temple which is said to be similar to one of the temples 

at Arang. This temple is dedicated to Siva. The outside of the shrine is decorated 

with some quaint sculptures. The four central pillars of the matidapa are very 
richly moulded, and are highly polished. (General Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. 
XVII., p. 4.) 

III. < 10. Deokut, 8 miles west of Sihawa. Pour small but old temples on the banks 

of the river. In two other temples are very elaborate carved slabs. (General 

Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 146.) 

HI, , 11 , Dhamdd in Drug tehsil. Gateway of the old fort which was constructed 

during the time of Raja Dasvant Singh of Dlmmda. 

HI. .12. Dhamtari, 36 miles south of Raipur. Here are numerous tanks which 

in numbers, size, and height of embankments form quite a feature of the place. 

H 
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There are near the southern end of the city several temples, all close fo each other 
and to the modern Government dispensary. These are more or less uninteresting 
being late, although apparently rebuilt of older material. There is one exception, 
a small but elegant temple near the dispensary which would seem to date back to 
much earlier times. (General Cunningham’s Reports, Yol. VII., p. 142.) 

III. 13. Dongargad in the Khairagad State, 56 miles due west of Raipur. “ Don- 

gargarl is situated in a basin of the hills surrounded by jungle, and is supposed to 
occupy a portion of the site of the ancient city of Ka ma ntipura. Within the last 40 
years (now 60) six old world temples stood here ; but in the time of the late ruler of 
Nagpur, these were knocked down, and their materials used for the construction of 
bridges on the former Nagpur and Raipur road. Within a small radius from Don- 
gargad there are numerous ruined tanks, and for miles around, in what is now jungle, 
there are remains of old foundations, built of strong massive bricks, specimens of 
which were recently sent to the Nagpur museum.” (From account by Colonel Lucie 
Smith in Cunningham’s Report, Vol. XVII., p. 2.) Ruins of a temple called 
Girologacl. Local enquiry shews that this temple was dedicated to the hill god named 
Seb Gundi, whose image still exists on the top of the hill . 

III. .14. Drug is an old town, with a fort on the eastern bank of the Seonath river, 

24 miles to the west of Raipur. It is situated on the high road leading from Nagpur 
through Raipur to the eastward, and must have been a place of some consequence 
for several centuries. At Anjora, on a high mound 4 miles to the west of Drug, there 
is a figure about 2| feet high. At Drug itself there is also a small figure of Buddha 
without a head, and numerous stone foot stools. These stools are generally about 
12 inches long and 6 inches high, with four small feet. (Cunningham’s Reports, 
Vol. XVII., p. 3.) 

III. 15. Gurur, a small village 13 miles east by south of Balod. Near the 

village are the remains of numerous temples. To the north-west of the village is a 
large tank, close to which is a temple. Five hundred feet to the north of this are 
the ruins of another temple. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., pp. 138 and ] 42.) 

III. 16. Kanker, head-quarters of the Ranker Feudatory State, 67 miles south bv 

west from Raipur. A fort and some very curious old temples to the west of the 
village. One has a btjcik or inscription, giving, it seems, some particulars of its 
history. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 147.) 

III. 17- Karaf in Kanker. A temple said to have been built some 700 or 800 

years ago. 

III. 18- Khalari, thirty miles north-east of Rajim known usually as Khartti 

Khalari. Here are several temples, the principal one of which stands on the edge of 
a small dirty pool in the quarter of the city known as the Mila. The temple is 
Saivic, and has a figure of Ganapati over the entrance. It is particularly devoid of 
sculptured ornament. In a smaller temple, built into the wall of the mandapa is an 
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interesting inscription dated Samvat 1470. There are the ruins of two other temples 
to the east of the village. 

XIX, >19. Khariar, head-quarters of the Khariar State. The remains of an ancient 

fort and building. This was the seat of the Ganja-Bansi Rajas. 

Ill- -20. Khopra is a small dome-shaped hare rock about a mile and a half or two 

miles east of Khalari. The sister of Khalari Mata is said to live there ; her name is 
Khopra. A few fragments of pillars, some elaborately sculptured, lie in the village, 
and a few sati pillars are to be met with in the scrub jungle about the village. 
(Cunningham’s Reports, Yol. VII., p. 158.) 

III. -21. Kunwara, Kura, or Kurira, is situated 14 miles to the north of Raipur. 

Its foundation is attributed to Raja Kunvat, and a large tank is assigned to his Queen 
as the Rani Talav. Like most old places Kunwara is surrounded by numerous tanks. 
To the south there is a group of four small stone temples on the banks of the Michni 
• Tank, all of which have lost their entrance porticoes. There were formerly several other 
and much larger temples in the village, especially two Jaina temples. These w T ere 
given up by Khub-chand Bania (a Jain) to Mr. Read, the Deputy Commissioner, 
and were dismantled by Muhammad Yakub, Overseer, to make the causeway across 
the bed of the Kulhan river, near which there are several carved stones now lying. 
The stone steps of two tanks, named Dani Tal and Bhor Tal, were also taken for the 
same purpose. Even the pillars were carried off, but some statues were left behind 
which are now lying about the village. According to Khub-chand himself, three 
temples in the village were pulled down, as well as the two Jaina temples at 
Malkam. To the west of the village is a ruined temple 1SJ feet square with a 
figure of Siva still standing inside. There are also several sati stones at Kunwara, 
of which one, under a tamarind tree, is certainly old. (Cunningham’s Reports, 
Yol. XVII., p. 31.) Kura (Kunwara) contains five or six temples, one of them said 
to have its roof covered with an inscription in Ndgari characters. (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. VII., p. 168.) 

III. 22. Lown in Simga tehsil has a modern temple whose pillars are monoliths 

and may have been brought from some other temple. Also the ruins of a muhdl built 
during the time of the Hai Hai Bansi dynasty. 

III. 23. Mahasamund, 10 miles north-west of Khalari. Two temples built of 

coarse granite and laterite, dedicated to Siva. A few fragments, chiefly of Ganes'a, 
lie scattered in and about the village. The temples are built without mortar in a 
plain massive style. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., p. 159.) 

24. M&lkam, see Kunwara. 

XXX. • 25. Mundpfii in Ranker State, temples said to be 700 or 800 years old. 

III. 26. Murpar, 10 miles west from Deokut. Some curious old ruined 
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temples; and some images of Alalia dev a, Ganesa, Ramachandra and Vislinu. (Cun- 
ningham’ s Reports, Vol. V 7 II., p. 117 .) 

/ 27. Narayanpur, 53 miles north-east by east of Raipur, on the Mahanadi, 
some old stone temples, the principal one of which is richly adorned with bold mould- 
ings and a profusion of sculpture. It contains numerous well executed statues. 
The temple was Saivic. A few other small shrines exist in the vicinity. To the 
south of the village are traces of buildings, probably temples. (Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol. VII., p. 193.) 

28. N avagaon is an old village on the high road between Arang and Raipur. 
It possesses a fine tank called Deora Tal, on the eastern embankment of which stands a 
group of temples. There are two stone temples and two brick temples. The two 
stone temples appear to have been built from the materials of an older temple. 
(Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. XVII., p. 22.) 

2'.). Old Road. The line of one of the most important roads of ancient 
times may be traced through this part of the country. It appears to have come from 
some point near Bhandak or Devalvara, supposed to be the ancient Kundilpur, 
through Deotek close past Palasgad, past Banjari (a great mart for articles of 
traffic by pack animals), past Ambagad Chauki (which possesses a small fort of no 
interest, and probably not very old), past Balod, Sorar, to Gurur, whence it branched 
into two, one going via Ranker and Sihawa towards Gan jam, through the great fort 
of Jaugad, which contains one of Asoka’s edicts, the other branch going past 
Dhamtari and Rajim, thence probably skirting the Mahanadi northwards past 
Sabaripura, Seorinarayan, etc., to Katak. 


30. Rajim, 24 miles south-east of Raipur. The most holy place in Alaha- 
Kosala is Rajim, with its fine group of temples dedicated to Vishnu. The principal 
temple of Rajiva-lochana is visited by thousands of pilgrims on their way to Jagan- 
natha in Orissa. They come to pay their devotions to Ramachandra, whose statue is 
said to be enshrined inside. But the figure is actually one of the common four-armed 
representations of Vishnu himself, with his usual symbols of the club, the discus, the 
shell, and the lotus. The title of Rajiva-lochana, or the “ lotus-eyed ” belongs to Rama 
but not to Vishnu, and is therefore, presumably, not so old as the temple itself, which 
was certainly dedicated to Vishnu. There are two old tEgCVtpttonS inside the temple, 
engraved in characters of very different ages ; one is dated Cbedi Sameat 89G (A.D. 
1145), while the other seems to be at least three centuries older. 

The temples of Rajim, with one exception, form a single group of buildings 
clustered round the holy shrine of Rajiva-lochana. The group comprises the follow- 


ing temples 

1. Rajiva-lochana, or Rajib-loehan. 
•2. Ya*aha 

3. Narasinha 

4. Badarinatha 

5. Yamuna 

6. Rajesvara to the west. 

7. Danes vara to the south-west, 
b. Jagannatha to the north-west. 


L at the four corners of the courtyard of the above. 
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With the two exceptions of the Rajesvara and Danesvara lingam shrines, the 
whole of these temples are dedicated to the worship of Vishnu. 

V(l) Temple of Rajiva-lochana. This fine building, 59 feet in length by 25 £ feet 
in breadth, rises from a platform 69 feet in length by 43 feet in breadth, with a height 
of 8 feet. The mandapa, or hall, is 37 feet 9 inches in length from north to south, 
by 17 feet in breadth, and is open only at the northern end. There are two flights of 
steps at the north-west and south-west corners of the platform leading into the western 
end of the hall, through two side doors. At the east end of the hall, there is the 
usual small antardla , or ante-chamber, leading into the sanctuary, which, as usual, is 
nearly quite dark. The flat roof of the hall is supported on two rows of six pillars 
each down the middle, and a single row of six pilasters on either side. The pillars 
are square, the lower half being quite plain, and the upper half highly ornamented. 
Rut the twelve side pilasters are each ornamented with a tall single figure sculptured 
on the face, after the fashion of the pillars of a Buddhist stupa railing. 

The spire of the sanctum is a square pyramid with carved sides. It is divided 
into five stages or rows of niches with corrugated pinacles at the corners, very 
much of the style of the great Mahabodlii temple at Buddha Gaya. The base of 
the sanctum is 20 feet square outside. 

The courtyard of the temple is 147 feet in length from east to west, by 102 feet 
in width. The principal entrance is on the west side, but there is a small doorway 
or postern on the east side. The main entrance is itself a highly ornamented 
structure, with pillars and pilasters on both fronts of the doorway, both inside and 
outside, forming two open chambers. In the two corners of the inner chamber are 
two figures, one a rude stone, coloured red, which has once been a statue of Hanuman, 
the other a black stone statue of Buddha, with the usual curly hair, sitting in 
contemplation under the Bodhi tree, with his right hand resting on his knee and his 
left hand on his lap. The ears are pierced and elongated after the usual Buddhist 
fashion. It is not fixed in its position, and evidently is not in its proper position, 
even supposing it to represent the Buddha avatdra of Yislinu, which is quite possible 
The doorway itself is most elaborately carved, and with its boldly sculptured pillars 
and pilasters in front, the entrance to the temple forms a very striking and hand- 
some structure. 

(2) Temple of Rajesvara. Immediately opposite to the great temple, and onlv 
18 feet distant, stands the small lingam temple of Rajes'vara. Its plan is similar 
to that of the great temple, with a long mandapa , open at one end and supported on 
two rows of pillars down the centre, and a row of pilasters on each side. The 
mandapa is only 22 feet 8 inches long from east to west by 18 feet in breadth. 
Within is the ling a. 

(3) Temple of Rajiva Telin. This is a small building, 5| feet to the west of the 
last, now dedicated to Siva. It is 17 feet 4 inches long by 13 feet broad outside. 
Inside there is a stone slab, like a common sati pillar, with one male figure and 
three females carved upon it. 

(4) Temple of Danesvara. This is a Saiva temple of comparatively modern type. 

It stands immediately to the south of Rajesvara. It consists of a portico containing 
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a figure of the bull Nandi, and an open mandapa of 16 pillars, 25 by 28 feet, witb a 
sanctum 16J feet square, enshrining the Danesvara linga. 

III. (5) Temple of Jagannatha. At 15 feet to the east of the Narasinha corner tem- 

ple, there is a small postern door leading outside to the front of a Vaishnava temple, 
dedicated to Vishnu as Jagannatha. It is built on the old plan of a mandapa closed 
at the sides, but with the front entirely open. This hall is 28 feet 9 inches long 
from east to west by 25 feet 5 inches in breadth. Inside is enshrined a wooden 
figure of Jagannatha, which is said to have been brought from the great temple in 
Orissa. 

Ijj y (6) Temple of Bamachandra. At a short distance to the south there is a compara- 

tively modern temple said to have been built about 250 years ago (some say 400 
years) by Govind Tal, a Seth and Bania (hanker and grain merchant), who was also 
the Kamddvisddr of Baipur. The pillars and pilasters of this temple are all from 
some older building and are said to have been brought from the ruins at Sirpur. On 
one of the pilasters there is a short inscription of a pilgrim in characters of the 8th 
or 9th century, reading Sri Lokapala. 

XX j « (7) Kulesvara Temple. On an island, which once formed the fork of land bet- 

ween the Pairi and Mahanadi rivers, there is an old temple dedicated to the Kulesvara 
linga. A stout buttress wall, of an octagonal form, and 16 feet in height, 
has been built around the temple to preserve it from the encroachments of the two 
rivers between which it stands. The temple consists of the usual sanctum ]4| feet 
square outside, with a mandapa, or hall leading to it, which is open in front, but 
closed at the sides like the old temples of the Bajiva-lochana group. A short in- 
scription of two fines on one of the pillars records an inundation of former days, which 
threatened to carry away the temple, a translation of which is “ when the. waters 
surrounded the temple of Siva I stayed here, while Jagal Pay’s throne of Sambhu 
stood firm as a pillar.” 

The old inscription found at Bajim is that of Tivara Deva, who calls himself 
“ King of Kosala.” It is engraved on three copper plates, joined by a ring, with a 
seal attached to it. The seal bears the symbols of Vishnu, namely, Garuda, the 
lotus, the shell and the discus. The inscription was published in the Asiatic 
Besearches, with a translation by H. H. Wilson, Vol. XV., 508. The plates were 
found some 5 or 6 feet under ground, close to the temple of Bajiva-lochana. The 
second and third are those already mentioned as being within the temple of Bajiva- 
lochana. There are also several records of the visits of pilgrims carved on the pillars of 
the same temple. (General Cunningham’s Beports, Vol. XVII., p. 6.) 

HI -'31. Sahaspur in the Sahaspur-Lohara zaminddri. The remains of a temple 

with an inscription in Sanskrit on the building, which shews that it was built in 
Samvat 924, Kartika Sudi 2nd, by Kani Lachmi Devi, who had two sons, Takudeva 
and Bajadeva, and a daughter, Hasabdevi of Sahaspur. The building is in a dilapi- 
dated condition. 

• 32. Sihawa. Six old temples, three large and three small, built of stone. 
Built into the north of the door of one is a slab bearing an inscription. 


III. 



CHHATTISGAD DIVISION: RAIPUR. 


55 

. 33 ' Sim ga is a flourishing old town on the right bank of the Seo, or Seonath 

nrer, 29 miles to the north of Raipur, on the high road to Bilaspur and Ratanpur. 

he only old monuments are the saH pillars, one of which is now in the Raipur 
Museum. 1 

^ 34. Sirpur, to the north-east of Rajim and 40 miles lower down the right hank 
of the Mahanadi river, is the old village which is mentioned as Sripura in a copper 
plate of the 4th century. The Gandhesvara temple stands on the very brink of the 
river. The present temple is a comparatively modern one built up of old materials. 
It is a limjam temple. Several sculptures are collected within the enclosure ; hut the 
place is chiefly interesting for the tttgcripttons which have been collected here, as the 
only temple in Sirpur which is now occupied. There is also an inscription depo- 
sited in the Raipur Museum, which is said to have been taken from Sirpur. 

There are several temples about half a mile to the north-east of the Gandhesvara 
temple, one of which, called the Lakshmapa temple, is of large size, with the tower in 
fair preservation. One of the inscription slabs must almost certainly have belonged 
to this temple. The Lakslimana temple is built on the same plan, and is almost 
exactly of the same size as the great temple of Rajim. It is built of stone and is 
still in excellent preservation. The temple itself is of brick and consists of a sanctum 
and long mandapa. The sanctum is still standing with, perhaps, three- fourths of its 
tower, tolerably perfect ; but very little remains of the Avails of the mandapa , and 
the pillars and pilasters which once supported the roof are all gone. The carvings 
on the jambs of the door are of the Gupta style, such as is found at Benares and 
Eran. There is a large statue of Vishnu lying outside the temple which may have 
belonged to it. The temple seems to have been dedicated to Vishnu as his avataras 
are carved on the door jambs, and there is a varaha figure on one of the broken 
pilasters. 

There are the remains of two other brick temples close by, of Avhich one is a 
complete ruin. A portion of the sanctum of the other still remains. 

The largest temple at Sirpur is represented by a shapeless mound, now known as 
the “ Surang ” or Gallery, from the narrow passages which were found on its excava- 
tion. The inscription slab which was found in this temple during its excavation 
is deposited in the Raipur Museum. 

Immediately outside the Gandhesvara temple, on the east, there is a square 
enclosure surrounded with walls of cut-stone, which the people call the Chliota Killa 
or “Little Eort,” but which seem to be nothing more than the surrounding walls of 
a great temple. On the west side of the Chliota Killa several sculptures are collected 
at a place called Deii-ka-sthana, which derives its name from the principal statue of 
Mahisliasura-mardani devi, who is represented, as usual, with eight arms killing 
the buffalo demon. There are numerous broken figures and other remains scattered 
about the vicinity of the Chliota Killa. 

The Rakela Tal is a fine sheet of water about half a mile to the east of the 
Gandhesvara temple. It is about 250 or 300 yards square, and to the south there is 
a ruined fort of about the same dimensions. (General Cunningham’s Reports, VoL 
VII., p. 168, and Vol. XVII, p. 23.) 
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Ill- 35. Son&bira, in the Khairar zaminddri. The villagers have set up about eight 

blocks of stone, each on end, by way of objects of worship ; they are from 4 to 6 feet 
high, and form a miniature Stonehenge; they are daubed with Vermillion. The 
village is far away from all civilisation. (General Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., 
p. 156.) 

HI* 36. Sorar, about eight miles from Balod on the road to Dhamtari. Between 

Sorar and Dhobinpuri, are the remains of a temple known as the house of a Kalal 
Raja. All now left are two whole and four dwarf pillars with the portions of roof 
supported by them. 

Prom the village of Navapara to Majhgaon runs a long stretch of broken blocks 
of stone lying loose on each other in irregular masses and presenting the exact 
appearance of the ruins of a great fort two miles long;- at intervals stand upright 
stones looking like mti pillars : the whole presents an appearance of great desolation. 

Near the ruined temple, cut on a well-smoothed thick slab, is a worn and 
mutilated sail tngrrtpttctt. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., pp. 137 and 142.) 

III. J 37. Titurghat, in Drug tehsil. Temple on the Seonath river built by the 

wife of Raja Apaslial Sing, but not very old. 


( 
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II. — BlIiisPUR. 


III. 1. Bilaspur contains nothing of note. There are a few statues. 

III. ^ 2. Ajmirgad, a hill fort about 2 miles to the north of Amarakantak. 

Very little remains of the fort. 

Ill- 3. Akaltdra, about 10 miles west of Janjgir, on the route to Bilaspur. Mr. 

Beglar speaks of “ endless fragments of cut and sculptured stone ” which were being 
carted in from the vicinity in (1873-71) and from Kotgad, 3 miles to the north, to 
build a Bania’s house, and in 1875-76 when passing through this place he discovered 
a fragment of inscription of great interest. There have been at least three old 
temples here, hut only the sites now indicate their former existence. 

4. Amarakantak in the hills in the north of Bilaspur, is the source of the 
Narmada and Son rivers. It forms the extreme eastern peak of the Mahikal range 
of hills. It is a great place for pilgrims, some on their way to or from Jagannatha 
from Upper India, others doing the praclakshhia of the Narmada. The objects 
of veneration at Amarakantak are the statues of Narmada Mai, the various Sciioa- 
lingas and statues, and some Yaislmava ones, while the holy kuncla at the head of 
the infant river is considered all-powerful in washing away sins. 

lib. (1). Architecturally, however, there is hut one temple of interest, and that is 

the great deserted one known as the Karna Mandira and traditionally ascribed 
to Karna Baja. As it stands at present, it has the appearance of three distinct 
temples on one large raised platform, but this is due either to the great connecting 
mahamandapa having been destroyed or never completed, and it was no doubt 
intended as a three- shrined temple. The mouldings are bold and elegant but perfectly 
plain, as is in fact the whole temple ; the little carving that exists is confined to 
the upper portions of the towers, and is merely of the plain horse-shoe type. 
This is the oldest existing temple in the place ; it is neglected, but a few pilgrims 
visit it and place offerings of flowers on the Saivie emblems. 

HI. (2). Two hundred feet to the north of this is a half -ruined temple, consisting 

simply of a cell with a portico, the latter being supported upon fourteen pillars and 
two pilasters. The spire has fallen in. The temple seems to be much more recent 
than the great Karna temple, and both material and execution are coarse. 

III. (3) s (4) an d (5). To the north of the last are three small temples in a line 

which consist of only a cell each with a small tower roof. 

III. (6). To the west of these is a large temple facing north, ascribed to the Bhonsles ; 

it is well plastered over but not whitewashed ; to the west of this is another similar 



58 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY LISTS: CENTRAL PROVINCES. 


one facing east ; the two are joined together, forming a single temple by being made 
to open into a common mandapa, whose entrance faces east ; Ganesa is over the 
doorway at the east end. In the west sanctum is a four-armed statue, as also in the 
south one. The statues are fine ones. 

III. (7). To the north of this is another large temple. The hall is open all round 

to wit hin a couple of feet of the floor, and is supported upon sixteen pillars, 

pilasters, and dwarf pillars. The temple faces east and has Ganesa sculptured 
over the doorway. 

III. (8). To the east of this is a small half ruined temple, consisting of only a cell and 

an antarala ; the mandapa has, probably, disappeared long ago. This temple, judg- 
ing from the execution, style and weathering, appears to be old. It faces north. The 
sanctum contains a four-armed female statue said to represent Narmada Mai, 
but she has now only three arms left, the fourth having been broken off. 

III. (9). Almost touching this temple, and to the east, is another temple quite 

ruined, leaving the back wall and portions of side walls of the sanctum alone stand- 
ing. The temple is similar in appearance, material, and execution to the last des- 
cribed. It faces east and enshrines a four-armed male statue fully equal to the four- 
armed female statue in the last temple in excellence. The statue is now known as 
the statue of the Son river god, but it is undeniably one of Vishnu, holding in the 
four hands the sankha, chakra , gadd, and lotus, and the fish and tortoise are 
sculptured on either side of the head. Altogether this statue is a very fine specimen 
of sculpture. These two temples are the only ones that can be ascribed to an age 
rivalling, if not surpassing, that of the Karna temple, hut both are much ruined. 

III. (10). To the east of this is a large temple of Mahadeva similar to temple 

*o. (7). 

111. (11). To the north of No. (8) is a small modern shrine. 

III. (12). To the north-west of this is a group of recently erected temples consisting 

of a central chhatri with two pairs of charanas, or foot-prints, sculptured on stone in 
the centre. The surrounding temples are four in number containing statues of 
Hunaman, Ganesa, a coarsely executed seated figure of Siva, and a four-armed one 
of Vishnu, the last a fine statue and probably taken from some older temple, 

q H_ (13). To the west of this is a small modern shrine. 

HI. (14). At the north-east comer of No. (12) group is a small temple, facing north, 

of Mahadeva, with horse-shoe arched doorways. 

HI. Near the north end of this group of temples are the remains of a reservoir with 

pakka sides, which must once have been the holy kunda of Narmada. It is now 
nearly full of earth, but there is still a little water in its hollows. It is entirely 
disused. Beyond this reservoir are the recent groups of temples, beginning with 
a solitary stuccoed small modern temple. To the north-west of this, about 200 
feet distant, a similar one, and another 200 feet, to the north-east of this one, is a 
large temple facing east, and close to it another similar one. To the north of these 
is the present holy kunda, or reservoir, with flights of steps and masonry revetments. 
This kunda, as may be expected, is full of particularly dirty water, loaded as it is 
with the moral and physical filth from numberless pilgrims. A small trickling 
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stream issues from a hole in the west wall of the reservoir and runs westward. This 
is the Narmada which, two miles further, falls over the descent of seventy feet in 
what is known as the Kapila Dliara. In the reservoir are three temples or chhatris , 
all small and recent. To the west of the reservoir are two temples, quite modem ; 
while upon the northern hank are three small old-looking half ruined temples. 
Close to these is a small chabutrd with a ling a on top, and to the east of the 
chabutrd is a modern small temple facing east. Among the miscellaneous fragments 
on this side is a much worn inscription in a half ruined small temple, a fine statue, 
three feet high, of an elephant, and a fragment of a horse two feet high. The other 
inscriptions, besides the one on the steps, on the chabutrd, and the broken slab, 
are — one on a statue known as the Eeva Nayaka statue in the chhatri in the tank ; 
one on a similar statue in a small temple much worn, merely a record of a wor- 
shipper ; and an inscription in three and a half lines on a similar statue, in one of 
the small temples dated Sam vat 922. 

XII. At the head of the roadway stands the great double temple of Narmada Alai. 

This temple consists of two sanctums opposite each other, facing east and west and 
opening into a common pillared hall. Behind these are two small temples, half 
ruined. Behind, and to the north of this group, flows the Savitri void, which is the 
real source of the Narmada, as, where it joins the rivulet issuing from the kunda 
it is both larger and carries down a greater volume of water. It also drains a 
greater basin above the junction than the rivulet issuing from the kunda does. 
(General Cunningham’s Beports, Yol.VII., p. 227.) 

HI. 5. Bachhaud, 5 miles to the west of Baluda, and about 14 miles north-west 

of Janjgir. Here is a fort, said to be of stone and brick with an arched gateway 
still in existence. 

III. / 6. Belpan, a temple which enjoys the revenues of the village. 

III. 7. Bilaigad, a chiefship in the Bilaspur district. Here are the remains of 

an extensive fort and the ruins of some ancient temples. 

Hi. 8. Biramdeva, 10 miles north of Kawardha in the Feudatory State of the 

same name. This temple is one of the most ancient in the district, it is said to 
date from A.D. 103 (?). The inscription sets forth that one of the Hai Hai Bansi 
Rajas of ltatanpur tried to prevent its construction, but was repulsed. 

9. Chaprd probably the same as Biramdeva. 

10. Chhattisgad or Maha-Kosala. Maha-Kosala comprised the whole of the 
upper valley of the Malianadi and its tributaries, from the source of the Narmada 
at Amarakantak, on the north, to the source of the Malianadi itself, near Kankar, 
on the south, and from the valley of the Wen Ganga on the west, to the Harda and 
Jonk rivers on the east. But these limits have often been extended, so as to embrace 
the hilly districts of Mandla and Balaghat on the west up to the banks of the 
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Wen Ganga, and tlie middle valley of the Mahanadi, on the east, down to Sambalpur 
and Sonpur. Its name of Chhattisgad means the country of the “ thirty-six forts.” 
!Por a full account of this district see General Cunningham’s Report, XVII., page 
68, and also Vol. VII., p. 224. 

11. Dhanpur, about 5 miles to the north of Pendra. Here are the ruins 
of Dhanpur, from whence numerous statues, stones, and ancient fragments are being, 
and have long been brought to Pendra, which is the head-quarters of the Pendra 
chief. The ruins are very extensive, covering nearly four square miles of ground ; 
the great mass of the ruins are, however, compressed within an area of barely half a 
square mile. Amongst these is the great tank known as the Bhantara tank ; here 
are several fragments of sculpture. Half a mile to the north of the tank are 
several low mounds scattered about in scrub jungle ; the first group consists of 
six temples ; half a mile to the west of this is a group of ruins of four temples, 
besides several smaller detached or isolated shrines close by. To the north of 
these is a long chain of tanks. Upon the low rugged hillocks on the opposite hank 
of the tanks is a mound of ruins consisting of a group of four large temples 
apparently Jaina. Xot far from these is the tank known as Sobhanatha, on the 
margin of which are collected numerous Jaina fragments. Among the ruins Brahmani- 
cal statues are to be seen ; the tank close to the ruins of the first group is called Katha 
tcilav. The temples are of brick and stone, and also exclusively of stone, the bricks 
being of the very large old pattern such as found at Sirpur. The ruins might repay 
further exploration as much may be hidden away in the jungle around. (Cunning- 
ham’s Exports, Vol. VII., page 287.) 

HI ^ 12. Gotaura, 8 miles west-north-west of Kotmi. Here are numerous statues 

carefully executed and finished in black stone, and in excellent preservation. There 
are the sites of several temples. 

XU, , 13. Janjgir, about 22 miles north of Seorinarayan. Here are two temples, 

one of which is much dilapidated, and the other never was finished. These are the 
only two existing temples, but there is no doubt that others also existed in ancient 
times. Architecturally the temples are very interesting. The smaller of the two is 
complete and is prof usely sculptured; it would seem to have been Vaishnava. There 
are on the temple in two spaces between the sculptured scenes two mutilated lines 
of mscrtptton. For a full description of these temples and statues see Cunningham’s 
Reports, Vol VII., p. 204 et seq. Sixteen miles due north of Janjgir and 8 
miles to the north-east of Baluda is said to be a cave in the hills containing fine 
sculptures, pillars, etc. 

II 14, Junashahar close to Ratanpur. Here are the remains of several 

buildings, and on the hills are a few temples, but there is nothing of great antiquity 
or even of interest. 

XU. - 15* Kharod, 3 miles to the north-west of Seorinarayan. The temple of 

Lakshmesvara, though not the oldest, is certainly the largest and most important 
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here. It is still in use, and within it is an old inscription dated in Chedi Samvctt 
933, which opens with an invocation to Siva. The temple is plain. Beside the 
great temple there are numerous smaller ones; two comparatively large ones are 
near the road from Seorinarayan to the village. Of these one is neglected and in ruins, 
the other is still cared for and is adorned with sculpture collected from all sides. 
The temple is dedicated to Devi. There are traces of small temples in the vicinity, 
and numerous fragments about the village. Beyond and to the north of the village 
are the remains of a group of small temples, the entrances of which have been 
adorned with fine sculpture. (Cunningham’s Reports, Vol. VII., 201.) 

16. Kosgain, a hill fort. Prom here a remarkable inscription was brought 
away — a reddish stone inscribed on both sides. (See Cunningham’s Reports, VII., 
214, note, and Vol. XIII., p. 157.) 

17. Kotgad, about 12 miles west-north-west of Janjgir, and 3 miles north 
of Akaltara. Within the fort are the remains of sculptured temples, but there is 
nothing now standing, and the materials have been used up at Akaltara. There are 
two gates to the fort on the east and west, the west one still standing with fretted 
arches. There is an inscription in the gateway in characters resembling those of the 
10th century. Close to the place is the village of Muhammadpur where there is 
an inscription said to have been brought from the ruins in the fort by stone cutters 
but preserved by the mcilguzdi' . It is incomplete, its characters resembling those of 
the inscription on the gateway of the fort. (Cunningham s Reports, VII., 212.) 

18. Kotmi, about 6 miles west of Akaltara. A large tank and fort, but 
nothing of interest. 

19. Laphagad, 12 miles to the north of Pali. An old fort. The fort walls 
are very irregular following the direction of the edge of the plateau of the hill. 
In some places the wall is of cut-stone, in others of nibble. The gateways have 
been rather elaborately decorated with pillars and statues in niches, and in some 
cases the ordinary guard-rooms contained in them seem to have been used as shrines. 
Close to the Singh Dvara is a temple built of cut-stone, remarkably plain but not 
ugly, built in°tlie style of the Wyragad temples. In the shrine is a statue of 
Mahishasura-mardani (Cunningham s Reports, V II., 219.) 

•r 20. Malhar, 16 miles south-east of Bilaspur. An earthen fort. An inscription 
was carried from here to the Raipur museum. (Cunningham s Reports, VII., 214.) 

21. Manipur, 15 miles north of Ratanpur. Remains of tanks, temples, and 
other buildings on hills close to the village. 

22. Muhammadpur, see Kotgad. 

< 23. Pali 12 miles to the north-east of Ratanpur. Here at the extreme 
south-west end of the village is a fine large tank with the remains of several temples on 
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its banks. Of these all but one are mere heaps of stones, and all except one appear 
to have been small. The existing temple though partly ruined appears to be a fine 
one. There are some names inscribed upon the building. The upper portion of the 
tower has lost its courses of sculptured stone-facing, and now rises hare and rugged 
crowned by an dmalaka. The temple was dedicated to Siva. (Cunningham’s 
Reports, VII., 217.) 

III. 24. Pfindatarai, about 50 miles west of Bilaspur, near the foot of the Maikal 

range. Said to be a very ancient town, and heaps of buried debris are often come 
upon in making excavations in the neighbourhood. 

III. 25. Pendra, the head-quarters of the chiefship of the same name. The 

remains of a fort. 

. 26. Ratanpur, 14 miles north of Bilaspur. The remains here are few and 
date mostly to recent times. The earliest remains consist of the ruins of one or more 
temples whose pillars and sculpture have been utilised in the adornment of the gates 
and posterns of the fort, and of the buildings in the palace known as Badal Mah&l. 
The door frame of a temple, richly carved, does duty as a postern in the fort walls. 
Within the fort, a colonnade, abutting against the interior face of the fort wall is 
composed entirely of ancient pillars, and the hack wall is encrusted with ancient 
sculpture. Within the fort was discovered an inscription, now partially broken at 
the right hand edges, but still tolerably entire and in good preservation ; the stone 
lies exposed in the compound of the police station. It is dated Samvot 1207 and 
opens with an invocation to Siva. The existing temples are entirely modern. 
(Cunningham’s Reports, VII., 214.) 

, 27. Seorinarayan, 36 miles south-east of Bilaspur, on the banks of the 
Mahanadi. This was formerly a favorite residence of the Ratanpur Court, and the 
royal ladies at certain seasons repaired here to bathe in the sacred stream. The 
temple to Narayana, from which the place takes its name, is, from the inscription 
on one of its tablets, supposed to have been built about the Samvat year 898. It is 
an object of interest on account of its extreme antiquity, but possesses no archi- 
tectural beauty. 

28. Swetganja, a sacred reservoir with a temple. 

29. Tarenga, on the Seonath river near Simga, 4 miles from Nandghat on the 
Bilaspur road, is said to contain antiquities. 

Bastar. 

III. / 1. Dantivada. The chief village of a subdivision of the same name in the Bastar 

State. It derives its importance from a celebrated temple to “ DanteSvari ” or Kali, 
the household goddess of the Rajas of Bastar for many generations. It is said that 
Meria sacrifice used to be practised here in former years, and in front of the shrine 
is the stone pillar or block to which the animals now sacrificed are tied before being 
killed. The village is situated at the confluence of the Dankani and Sankani rivers 
about 60 miles distant from Jagdalpur, and about 120 from Sironeha. 
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III. — Sambalpur. 


III. 1 . Sambalpur. Here there is a fort situated to the north-west of the town 

proper ; nothing remains of it but the crumbling stone wall on the river face, and a 
few mouldering bastioBs. The remains of the moat are still visible, but it has been 
here and there filled up. The only gateway left is that of Samlai near the temple of 
the goddess Samlai, who was apparently the tutelar deity of Sambalpur. There 
are several other temples also within the precincts, the principal of which are those 
of Padmesvari Devi, Para Jagannatha, and Ananta Sajja, all built between the 
year 1500 and 1600 A.D. They are of uniform design, and neither remarkable for 
beauty of architecture nor for solidity of structure. There are also some remains of 
dwellings of former rajas within the fort, but most of them were in such a dilapi- 
dated condition as to make their removal necessary. One only, which has some little 
pretensions to appearance, was to have been repaired and made available for the 
accommodation of the Native Chief visiting Sambalpur. (See also General Cunning- 
ham’s Reports, XVII., 59.) 

XX . 2. Arbhar, about 85 miles north-west of Sambalpur. Here there are some 
remains of an old temple constructed of fine brown stone without mortar, and is 
decorated with sculpture. It measures 25 yards by 16 yards. The temple was 
dedicated to Kali, whose image still exists in the middle of the building. It has 
fallen, and the only remains which now exist are two doorways, one before and the 
other behind the image. There are some inscriptions in Devandgari characters. 

Xxi , 3. Barpali, 34 miles south-west of Sambalpur. Temple of Somlesvari, said to 

be 500 years old, which was built by Bikram Singh, one of the ancestors of the 
present Zaminddr of the place. Also the temple of J agannatha, supposed to have been 
built 490 years ago by Hirday Sai, also one of the Zaminddrs of the place. 

IXI. 4. Bastipali, 10 miles east of Saraipali. An old temple and a fort, but of no 

particular interest. 

II r, , 5 . Borasambar, 8 miles south-west from Padampur. An old temple, con- 

structed of rough stones and mortar, dedicated to PatmalieSvari. The image was 
established here by a former Zaminddr of Borasambar. 

III ' 6 . Gaisama, 25 miles south-west of Sambalpur. The temple of Balukesvara. 
Rajd Abboy Singh had gone to visit the temple, and the priest requested the Raja to 
accept the offerings of the god. The king observed a hair in the flower given to him 
and was somewhat puzzled ; hut the clever priest explained that the deity had 
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liairs on his head like a man. The Raja ordered a pakJca temple to he constructed in 
honour of the god, who had hair like a man. 

III. 7. Gad Phuljhar, 14 miles south of Saraipali. A temple with a fort around 

is alleged to have been constructed by R&ja Anant Sai of Phuljhar, about 200 years 
ago. Near it is situated a tank called Manasarobara. Is in the possession of the 
Rani of Phuljhar and is somewhat out of repairs. 

III. .8. Huma, 14 miles south of Sambalpur. Temple of MaMdeva. This 

temple was built in the reign of Balair Singh Maharaja. The worship of Mahadeva 
is said to have been begun by a Gour who daily crossed the Mahanadi to a place 
where the underlying rock cropped out on the bank. Here he daily offered his dole 
of milk, which was at once drunk up by the rock. The strangeness of this event led 
to enquiries which ended in the construction of the present temple. 

It is a noted place for pilgrimage ; and an annual fair is held here and is visited 
by strangers out of curiosity to see the different kinds of fish, which are so tame that 
they eat sweetmeats from the hands of those who bathe in the Mahanadi stream 
close to the temple. 

9. Jharia, see Ranipur Jharial. 

III. 10. Kuliajoie in Korabaga, 31 miles north-west of Sambalpur. The temple 

of Mahesvara Baba. This is supposed to be of superhuman construction. It is a 
place of pilgrimage. There is a water-fall near the temple and the pool at the foot of 
the fall abounds in fish and snakes. The deity Mahes'vara is said to dwell in this 
pool. There is a cave in the adjoining rocks said to be the resting place of the 
Bliau. It is called Mahesvaranatha. 

III. . 11. Laira, 28 miles north-east of Sambalpur. A broken temple. Tradition 

has it that some 200 years ago one Jewar Gond had a dream which acquainted 
him with the secret that there was a temple under the ground where he lay. With 
difficulty he induced the people to believe him ; but on the place being dug up the 
dream was shown to be true. 

III. 12. Narasinhanatha, 20 miles west of Padampur. An old temple constructed 

of rough stone and mortar and plastered, dedicated to Narasinhanatha. It is a 
place of importance to pilgrims, and is in the possession of the Znmindar of 
Borasambar. The income derived from the pilgrims is devoted to the use of the 
temple. There is a large annual fair. The temple has two sculptured stone door- 
ways. It is being repaired by the Court of Wards. There is an inscription in five 
lines in Oriya characters. 

III. 13- Padampur, 36 miles north-west of Sambalpur. The temple of Padmasani 

supposed to have been built by the descendants of the Ganga dynasty in Snmvat 
1510 during the reign of Bahar Singh Deva, Maharaja of Sambalpur. Also the 
Gopinatha and Jagannatha Mandira said to have been built by the same king. 
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III. 14. Phuljhar, see Gad Phuljhar. 

II b. 1 15. Pujaripali in Sarangad. Two old temples standing, and the remains of 

what is said to have been the Rani’s Palace. Both the temples are of brick, with 
stone casings carved in the usual ancient fashion. One of the temples has a 
Sanskrit ttt£CCtptl01t of considerable length. Both the temples appear to have been 
dedicated originally to Mahadeva, but in one of them some hideous wooden idols 
from Jagannatlia have now been placed. It is stated that 120 temples once stood 
in and about Pujaripali. (Cunningham’s Reports, XVII., 68.) 

US- 16. Saria, or Pujaripali. Here are two old temples dedicated to Siva and 

Jagannatha respectively. One of the buildings is said to be the palace of the Rani. 
They are built of brick and of stones with carvings thereon. See Pujaripali. 

HI- 17. Sasan, 8 miles north of Sambalpur, the Gopinatha Mandira was built in 

Ajit Singh’s reign, but being in a dilapidated condition it was subsequently repaired 
by Hari Guru with the aid of collections raised from Brahmanas. 


Feudatory States under the Chhattishgad Political Agency. 

IK. 1. Boidyanath in Son pur. The temple of Kusalesvari. There is a tradition 

that this temple was built bv Anang Bhima Gajpati, Raja of Orissa, in bygone ages 
with the help of the masons imported from Northern India. There are inscriptions 
on some of the stones on the top of the temple. They cannot be properly deciphered. 
The skill and art displayed in the construction of this temple are admirable. 
Also the temple of Kalesvara, which was built during the reign of Anang Bhima 
Deva at about the same time as the first temple. 

III. ' 2. Diaton in the Patna State. Saiva temple called “ Brahmani Gudi.” 

III. *3. Kuta Singha in Patna State. Birinchi NaiAyana Gudi. This is an old 

temple built of large blocks of sandstone obtained from the neighbouring village. 
The legend is that it was erected by two women, sisters-in-law, who also had 
a tank dug close by. There was an image of the sun called Birinchi Narayana, but 
it has long since disappeared. 

III. . 4. Nandapala in Patna State. The temple of Hari-Sankara. In ancient 

days there lived two brothers called Hari and Sahadeva of Sipka, Khonds by 
caste. Jamuna was the name of the wife of Hari, and Rodna that of Sahadeva. 
Jamuna once went to the mountain of Gandha Madan in search of roots. While 
digging up a root called pita kancla, she observed a white milky juice issuing forth 
from it ; and immediately afterwards she heard a sound like the mewing of a cat, 
and perceived beneath her spade a stone image shaped like a cat. Then a voice said 
distinctly : — Know that the deity Narasinha dwells here and he does not deserve to 
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be so contemptuously treated as to suffer the strokes of thy spade. Jamuna took 
fright at this occurrence and fled from the spot. Next day she returned, ac- 
companied by her husband Hari. The god N arasinha, being propitiated, was much 
pleased, and directed Hari to remove him from that place and commence worship- 
ping him. Hari accordingly took the stone image in the shape of a cat and 
returned home. This happened during the reign of Harinatha, king of Jharia and 
Rampur. Jamuna went to the king and related the whole occurrence to him. The 
Raja was astonished and in commemoration of the event installed the image in a 
temple in the village of Harranpap, in the Borasambar State. After this it was 
revealed to Harinatha’s queen in a dream that the gods Mahadeva and Lakshmana 
Deva would manifest themselves at the village of Nandapala. "When the queen 
visited the village she found two stone images of the gods. She built them a shrine. 

An inscription occurs on the door frame. At present the temple is occupied by 
Mahadeva. On the southern side of the hill is a temple called Deval Durla, 
after the name of the Rani who constructed it. Close to the temple is a thatched hut 
in which the image of Bhairava is enshrined. On this, too, there is an inscription 
in old characters. Not very far off is a cave, excavated in the side of the hill, 
within which are placed five colossal images representing the five Panda vas, who are 
said to have spent a portion of their long period of banishment in this sequestered 
spot. This is a famous place of pilgrimage. (Cunningham’s Reports, XVII., 65.) 

» 5. Patna, chief town of the Patna State. Patna appears to be the most 
ancient principality in the district. Long before the establishment of Sambalpur, 
Patna already possessed temples and other buildings of artistic interest, as is evident 
from the fact that Bahama Deva, a member of the Patna Royal family, founded the 
Sambalpur town, and introduced into it the religious institutions already established 
at Patna. Thus we find in Sambalpur the temple of the goddess Samlai, the 
Brahmapma temple, and the temple of Kusalesvara, all of which are imitations of 
similar religious buildings at Patna. 

The temple of Kusalesvara is situated not very far from the Patna Raja’s 
house. The old temple was broken down by Raja Bajra Hiradhor Deva, who built the 
present temple dedicated to Kusalesvara. In the old temple of Patnesvara, an image 
of Durga with ten arms was enshrined. In front of the temple there is a small 
shrine dedicated to Champa Telini. In front of the temple there are some square 
stone pillars. It is said that the ceremony of coronation of the Patna Rajas was 
performed here. There is an inscription in ancient characters on one of the pillars. 
(Cunningham’s Reports, XVII., 63.) 

In the Original Lists there is the following note of a temple of Siddhesvara. — 
When the foundation of the temple was being excavated some stone pillars were 
found with Devan&gari characters inscribed on them ; also a box with bones and 
heads. From the inscription it appears that the original temple must have been 
erected in 1252. A queen had offered herself sati and in her memory the pillars 
were constructed. 
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III. * 6. Ranipur Jharia in Patna State, and included in the pargctnd Loka. It 

is said that in very ancient times there were about 120 temples of which only about 
half the number can now be found. Situated on a rocky hill there is a cluster 

III. small temples, four of which tower above the rest. At one comer of the hill 

there is a large tank of oval shape, dug out of the rock. In the middle is an 
enclosure in the centre of which was a temple dedicated to Bhairava, who is 
represented by a well-sculptured marble image. Within the enclosure around the 
temple of Bhairava are 61 human figures. Figures of certain buds are engraved 
upon another marble. Not very far off, within a cave excavated in the hill, there is 
a colossal image of a male human being. 

On the door frame of the largest of the temples is an inscription in Devandgari 
characters. (Cunningham’s Reports, XVII., 64.) 

jjj - 7. Salaibhata, in the Patna State. The temple of Chandni. This is one ol 

the temples built by Kapilandra Deva, the king of Orissa, at the suggestion of the 
Brahmanas who prescribed the task as the only remedy for washing away his licen- 
tious crimes. In the interior of the temple there was discovered an image enveloped 
in an earthen coating. Its form was similar to the idol worshipped in honour of the 
sun. Prom the construction of the building and the image found in it it may be 
fairly supposed that the temple has been in existence for about 700 years. Also the 
Chandni gudi supposed to have been built by the Rajas of the Ganga-Bansi family. 

HI. 8. Sarangad. Temple of Samlesvara Devi. 

IU # .9. Savantpur, in the Patna State. The temple of Savantai Devi. This 

temple is also built of large blocks of sandstone and is an entire ruin, the plinth 
and front doorway only existing. This temple is perhaps the oldest in the Patna 
State. It is said that the Ganga family raised the building, but it may be that this 
temple as well as that of Katasinga were constructed in the reign of the Solar 
kings. 

HI. 10. Sonpur, chief town of the State of the same name. An image of Lankes- 

vari standing upon a stone in the middle of the Mahanadi. There are inscriptions 
on it which have not been deciphered. 

III. '11- Titilagad. This village is included in pargctnd Topa of Eoudhan 

in Patna State. About a mile off from the village, there is a temple dedicated to 

Dliablesvara. At the outside of the temple, close to the door, there is a stone ima ge 
with its legs crossed and resting on the ground. The hands also are crossed, and 
above the head there is a snake with seven hoods (Parsvanatha). Outside the temple 
the remains of a large hall are to be found. On the top of the hill adjoining the foun- 
dations of a brick building are discernible,. in front of which is a sciti stone. 
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I. — Amraoti (AmarAvati). 


III. * 1 . Amraoti, the principal town in Berar. The temple of Bhavani, of no 

architectural merit, is a temple much frequented. It is said to have been built a 
thousand years ago ! There are other temples hut they are very modem. 

XII. - 2. Badnera, on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, the junction of it with 

the branch line to Amraoti. An old mud fort built over two hundred years ago by 
Bulu Khan and Salabat Khan is in the old town on the north side of the rail. 

III. ■ 3. Kamargaon. A temple of Bhavani. 

III. I. Karinja, 36 miles south-west of Amraoti. Here are soveral temples, the 

carved wood work of which is very fine and worthy of delineation. Mr. Dunlop, a 
former Assistant Commissioner, thus described the Jaina temple at Karinja, built by 
one Krishta Svami after whom it was named : — “ The exterior is exceedingly plain 
and the only point of interest in the building is a canopy of dark wood the in- 
terior of which, as well as the pedestal and pillars supporting it, has been artisti- 
cally carved. It is mentioned that in former days it was covered with gold. The 
wood is now in tolerable condition. The priest in the temple informed me that the 
carving on the canopy, representing, as it does, gods and animals of various descrip- 
tions, was carved according to the artist’s fancy and does not describe any special 
events of Hindu mythology.” 

HI. ■ 5. Kholapur, 16 miles west of Amraoti. A temple of Nanesvara of the 

18th century ; eight others, — two of them out of repair, one of the 17th century. 
This is a famous Jaina tirtha (Mrs. Graham’s Journal , p. 67). Also a mosque. 

III. - 6. Talagaon, 20 miles north-east of Amraoti. It is now greatly decayed, 

but the ruins of many fine houses and temples attest its bygone prosperity. 

HI. 7. Thugcion. A temple of Dattatreya. 

TTT ; 8= Vatodfi. A brick temple of Mahadeva, said to be 300 or 400 years old. 
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II. — Elichpur. 


< 1. Elichpur a well-known capital during the middle ages. Little now 
remains of the period anterior to 1720, excepting a building called the “Hauz 
Katorah,” and a channel conveying the water of the Bichan, which runs through 
the present cantonments to the city. The principal places of interest are — Bulla 
B ah i ma n’s Dargah, the ruins of the palace built by Salabat Khan and Ismael Khan, 
the tombs of the Navabs, Fazlu Miyan’s tombs, and a few others, but none of any 
particular interest from an archaeological point of view. 

2. Amtier, 32 miles north-west of Elichpur, situated at the junction of the 
Garga and Tapti rivers. There is an old temple to Mahadeva, on the banks of the 
river, and, about SO paces off, a pool, the depth of which is unknown ; at the bottom 
there is said to be a temple which can be seen when the river is clear. Also a fort, 
often called Jilpi Amner. It occupies an elevated position at the junction of the 
Garga and Tapti. It is a compact looking quadrangular building of brick and mud 
pointed with mortar. The walls are flanked by four round bastions of the same 
material, and enclose about an acre of ground. The west angle is occupied by a 
mosque, which, with its minarets towering above the rest of the fort, presents rather 
a picturesque object. There is only one approach, that from the north-west, on a 
level with the left bank of the Tapti which, though here entirely of earth, is very 
steep and lofty. The gateway and a portion of the ramparts were destroyed in 1858. 
At the same time the guns, four or five in number, were removed. 

« 3. Anjangaon, 14 miles south-west from Elichpur. Temples of Mahadeva 
and Yithoba, and a mosque, all of the 18th century ; a haveli or palace of the 17th. 

< 4. Chikaldd, see Gawilgad. 

*5. Devalvada, a village on the Puma, about 34 miles from Elichpur. 
According to Hindu mythology, this is the place where Narasinha, after killing 
Hiranya Kasipu, was able, after failing everywhere else, to wash the blood-stains 
from his hands. There is a temple and idol to Narasinha, which has been here from 
time immemorial, with steps to the river, and a ghat. There is also a temple to 
“Vitthala Eukhmai ” built in the time of Salabat Khan by one Mahadev Buv 
Lakshman of Nagpur, at a cost of B15,000 ; also a masjid built some three hundred 
years ago. 

' 6. G&wilgad fort, close to Chikalda, and about 14 miles north-west of 
Elichpur. It is “ situated on a range of mountains between the sources of the rivers 
Pdma and Tapti. It stands on a lofty mountain in this range, and consists of one 
complete inner fort which fronts to the south, where the rock is most steep, and an 
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outer fort which covers tlie inner to the north and north-west. This outer fort has 
a third wall, which covers the approach to it from the north by the village of 
Labada. All these walls are strongly built and fortified by ramparts and towers. 
The communications with the fort are through three gates — one to the south with 
the inner fort, one to the north-west with the outer fort, and one to the north with 
the third wall.”* 

III. * 7. Manjira in the Melghat. Nearly opposite to the village, on the western 

face of a hill to the west of the valley, are two small rock-cut temples or monasteries. 
One is completely closed up with rubbish, hut a short flight of steps leads down 
from the platform in front to the entrance of the other by a low doorway. This 
cave is about 16 feet square inside, and not more than 7 or 8 feet high ; there are two 
rows of square pillars extending inwards. They are quite plain, being rather roughly 
hewn, and there is no attempt at any curious carving about any of them. The interior 
ones are left half finished, the excavator having evidently met with some interrup- 
tion which prevented the completion of his design. The platform of the caves is 
some 50 feet below the upper surface of the hill, from which it is reached by rather 
a difficult scramble over some large boulders, where no one would think of goin® 
without some special object. 

On the plateau, not far from these caves, is a spring of most delicious water 
which is never dry. A basin about 5 feet square and 6 feet deep has been cut in 
the rock, which is here close to the surface to receive the water. At the bottom the 
basin is under-cut, rude pillars of natural rock having been left to support the 
superincumbent mass. A second and third excavation of a similar kind occur in a 
line with the first, but the former are now choked up. This was, no doubt, intended 
for the supply of water to the monastery for which the caves just described were 
most probably designed. 

8. Muktagiri in the Betul district and just across the border, about 13 miles 
north-east of Elichpur. (See Central Provinces’ List.) 

9. Salburdi, just across the border, about 32 miles north-east of Elichpur, in 
the Eetul district. (See Central Provinces’ List.) 

10. Singnapur, in the Earyapur taluka, 1A miles south-east of Earyapur. A 
brick temple of Hanuman, perhaps of the early part of the 16th century. 

HI, 11. Uprai, a small village in Earyapur taluk a, on the banks of the Purna, 

about 18 miles due south of Elichpur. A celebrated tomb, called Shah Eawal, beino- 
in memory of a Musalman named Shah and a Mahar named Eawal, who came 
together from Hindusthan some two hundred years ago, settled in the village, and 
on dying were buried in one tomb. Both Hindus and Muhammadans worship here 
and it is the custom to pray before the shrine previous to any work being undertaken 
or when any gift is particularly desired. A fair is held here once a year. 

* Colonel Wellesley’s despatch after the fall of the fort in 1803, also Berai Gazetteer, 1870, p. 113. 
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III. — Akola. 


III. * 1. Akola. The temple of Sri Bajesvara Mahadeva, about 12 feet square, said 

to have been built about 300 years ago ; built of stone, brick and mortar. A mosque 
to the south of Akola, 30 feet square, of stone and mortar, built about 200 years 
ago. 

III. » 2. Akot, 28 miles north of Akola. The Jami Masjid, 50 feet by 63 feet, said 

to have been built in the time of the Emperor Alamgir, has 4 lines of inscription. 
It is in a wretched condition. “Mir Na jar’s dome ” with 4 lines of inscription in 
Persian, built about 213 years ago, has an in dm attached to it. Gada Narayana’s 
dome, with 3 lines of inscription in Persian, half a mile to the south of the town in 
Survey No. 473 on the Kamlapur road, 30 feet by 30 feet, with a well-built dome. 

l\ (L y 3. Balapur, 16 miles to west of Akola, and 6 miles from Paras railway 

station. The fort of Balapur is the largest, and probably the strongest, in Berar, 
the hill forts of Melghat excepted. It was completed in 1757 A.D. by Ismael Khan, 
first Nawab of Elichpur, as we learn from an inscription on the front gate. The 
Jami Masjid, in the city, was built according to an inscription on one of its stones, 
in 1622 A.D. It is a fine building, 24 feet by 51 feet. On the bank of the river, to 
the south of the town, there is a chhatri of black stone, supposed to have been built 
by Savai Jai Sinha Baja, who came with Alamgir to the Dakhan, and was one of his 
best generals. This edifice is 25 feet square and 38 feet in height. In Kasaikhed, a 
suburb of Balapur, is Khas Bibi’s Mahal or palace, 19 feet by 20 feet, built of stone 
and mortar. 

XI b. < 4. Barsi Tdkli, 12 miles south-east of Akola. The temple of Sri Kalika 

Devi, measuring 42 feet by 27 feet. This is an old “Hemadpanti ” temple of 
peculiar plan, the shrine being attached sideways to the hall or mandapa. It 
is covered with lines of mouldings and sculptures, but the roof of the hall and 
spire of the shrine have disappeared. The lower courses of the basement have 

HI. suffered a great deal. Within is an inscription. Another temple of Sri Kolesvara 
Mahadeva, 54 feet square, the lower portion of stone and the rest of brick. 

HI. . 5. Bhingara Buzruk, 9 miles north of Jalgaon. A makdl or palace, 30 

feet by 15 feet, supposed to have been built about 150 years ago. It is used by 
Government officers when on tour. 

III. * 6. Chincholi, 20 miles south of Akola. A step-well, 30 feet square. In the 

jungles to the east of Chincholi the temple of Sri Budra Deri, 15 feet square, said to 
have been built 150 vears ago. 
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III. * 7. Dhanora, 5 miles south-west of Jalgaon. Temple of Mahasiddha, 29 feet 

by 16 feet, built partly of stone and partly of bricks and mortar. 

III. '8. Goregaon Khurd, 8 miles from Akola. A small temple of Mahadeva 

ascribed to Hemadpant, 10 feet by 10 feet. 

HI, 9. Govardha, 32 miles north of Akola. The dargah of Shal Daval. Enjoys 

in dm lands assessed at R58, intended for the up-keep of the building. 

III. . 10. Jalgaon, 38 miles north-west of Akola. A small masjid in the town 

having an inscription partly in Arabic and partly in Persian. The masjid has an 
in dm grant. 

III. * 11. Jamod, 6 miles north-east of Jalgaon. Pir Pawalad Shah’s dargah, said 

to have been built in the time of Alau’d-din Ghori, Emperor of Delhi, also a masjid , 
and a temple of Mahadeva. 

12. Kasaikhed. Vide Balapur. 

III. * 13. Kutasa, 24 miles north of Akola. Temple of Mahadeva built of stones 

without mortar, in fair condition. An inscription of 7 lines in Devanagari. 

HI, / 14. Lakhanvada, 18 miles south of Khamgaon. A stone arch with 5 lines of 

inscription in Persian. 

HI. * 15. Mahan, 24 miles south-east of Akola. Temple of Karnes'vara Mahadeva, 

30 feet by 21 feet, built of brick and mortar. 

III. • 16. Mahespur, 8 miles south of Akola. Temple of Sri Kholelvara Mahadeva 

48 feet by 18 feet, built of stone without mortar, ascribed to Hemadpant. 

III. 17* Malegaon, 38 miles north-west of Akola. Khaki Shah’s dargah . Eor 

its maintenance it has indm land assessed at R23. 

II«. 4 18. Narnala fortress, 36 miles north of Akola. The ramparts have fallen 

in several places. There are a few old buildings still standing— (1) The Mahakali 

la. gate is a particularly well built and decorated building and deserving of delineation. 

II a. Upon it are 3 lines of inscription in Persian. (2) A mosque. (3) Ambar languid 

where district officers usually put up. (4) Silekhana (armoury). (5) Barudkhana. 
(6) Earadari bangald. (7) Lakud mahdl. (8) Sakhar taldv, 105 feet by 240 feet, 
which has a good supply of water. (9) Upasagara taldv, 700 feet by 250 feet, con- 
taining good water. (10) A masjid containing a Persian inscription of 4 lines. 

la. (11) The Shahanur gateway, a very fine piece of work, on the east of the fort ; and 
(12) the Delhi gate. 

III. « 19. Nirat, 14 miles north of Akola. The temple of Mahadeva. The lower 

portion of the temple ascribed to Hemadpant ; the upper rebuilt of brick and 
mortar. 
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III. • 20. Palso Supo, 8 miles south-west of Jalgaon. Temple of Supoha, 20 feet 

by 19 feet, built of bricks and mortar. 

III. < 21. Pangra, 16 miles south of Bala pur on the Pimpalkhuta road. The temple 

of Mahadeva said to have been built by Hemadpant. 

III. *22. Patkhed, 18 miles south of Akola. A very old step-well ascribed to 

Hemadpant. 

III. <■ 23- Patur, 20 miles south of Akola. A cave cut in the rock, with one line of 

tnsrrtptton. The shrines of a Musalman saint and of a Hindu sadhu are well 
known and much frequented. Qazi’s may id, 37 feet by 52 feet, built of stone, 
brick, and mortar. 

jjj '21. Pinjar, 20 miles south-east of Akola. A step-well and an old temple 

of Sri Kapalesvara, 72 feet by 54 feet, both ascribed to Hemadpant, both in good 
condition. The Gazetteer says there is a Sanskrit inscription upon the temple, but 
the “ returns” give none. 

HI. * 25. Shahapur, 20 miles south-east of Khamgaon. The ruins of a rnahdl or 

palace built by Prince Murad, son of Akbar, who commanded the province. 

III. • 26. Sindkhed, 11 miles south of Akola. The old temple of Sri Moresvara, 

Mahadeva, 66 feet by 33 feet, and ascribed to Hemadpant. 

Ill- » 27- Sondla, 16 miles south-west of Jalgaon, Temple of Sri Jagadamba, 27 feet 

by 24 feet, built of bricks and mortar. 

III. -28. Vyala, 8 miles east of Balapur. Another temple of Mahadeva ascribed 

to Hemadpant, measuring 75 feet by 105 feet. 
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IV. — Buldana. 


III. 1. Adgaon, 2S miles to the south-west of Mehkar. An old temple of 

Mahadeva with two shrines, the second holding an image of Devi. Built in chunctm 
and in good repair. 

*2. Amdapur, 14 miles west of Chikhli, and 20 miles east of Buldana. About 
half a mile to the south of the village is a small hill bordered on the south and south- 
east by a deep picturesque ravine, and falling out into the plain by gentle undula- 
tions to the north and west. On the summit of this hill stands a fine modern temple 
dedicated to Bhavani, of whom there is an image bedaubed with red lead in the 
sanctuary which is curiously lit from above in such a way as to throw the full light 
upon the image, while the spectator sees it only through a chink in the door, and, 
the mctndapa being nearly dark, the effect may be somewhat startling to the 
ignorant. On the temple is an tttgCtipttOJt of 8 lines. The characters are illegible. 

Near this temple are seen some fragments of a large colossal statue. These are 
a pair of feet six and half feet from toe to heel, and a hand to match, so that the 
statue may have been from fifty to sixty feet high. This enormous figure has not 
been a monolith, but built up in pieces as is evident from the heel being separate 
from the fore part of the foot which includes the ankles. Over the foot there is an 
anklet, but there is no indication of the toe-joints or of the extensor muscles over 
them, while the ankles are on a level with one another. Near them is another pair 
of feet somewhat smaller. The villagers say that a fine Hemadpanti temple formerly 
stood on the site of another temple dedicated to Mahadeva ; and this seems to be 
confirmed by the fragments built in with it, and lying about in all directions. It is 
unoared for. 

III. - 3. Anjani Buzruk, 6 miles east of Mehkar. An old temple standing in field 

No. 146 not far from the village. It is in a good state of preservation. The front 
hall has eight stone pillars and three stone beams. 

< 4. Anjani Khurd, 8 miles south-west of Mehkar. An old step-well with three 
flights of steps and a little room on the south side, in the village. Also an unfinished 
niasjkl built up solidly to the crowns of the arches all around. In general design 
the building is similar to the mosque at Batehkhelda. 

III. 5. Antri, in Mehkar tdlukd. Bums of a Hemadpanti temple. 

III. 6. Bhadola, 5 miles east of Buldana. An old temple of Mahadeva, with a 

fine image of Mahadeva ; out of repair. 

III. - 7. Bhokar, 6 miles west of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva. The main 

building is circular (?), the front hall is square. 


III. 
II b. 
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III. « S. Bhumrala, 22 miles soutli-west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva 

standing in Survey No. 72 with a b&rava in front. 

III. 9. Borgaon, 4 miles east of Chikhli. An old ruined temple of Mahadeva 

in a field. 

III. « 10. Brahmapuri or Barlianpur, 8 miles north-west of Mehkar. A ruined 

Hemadpanti temple on the hanks of the Penganga river. 

lib. ,11. Chandol, 14 miles west of Chikhli. (1) An old temple of Narasinlia. The 

temple stands in Survey No. 55. The principal building is octagonal in form ; the 
hall in front quadrangular. It is profusely sculptured. It has an inaru annual 
rental of EG for service performed by one Sadasiv bin Kesav Bhat. Repairs are 
sometimes carried out by subscription. The top has been rebuilt of brick and mortar. 

lib. (2) Old temple of Mahalakshmi, in good repair. It is covered with sculpture. It is 

III. in charge of Desmukh Amritrav Vinayakrav. (3) An old temple of Mahadeva. The 

main building is octagonal, the front hall rectangular. Most of the front hall or 

HI. mandapa has fallen. It has no custodian. And (4) another old temple of Mahadeva 
the top of which has been rebuilt of bricks and mortar. It stands in Survey No. 55. 
The front hall has fallen, and the building is neglected. 

III. 12. Chikhli, 14 miles south of Buldana. A temple of Mahadeva to the west 

of the village. The top has been rebuilt (about 25 years ago), other buildings have 
been added to if. 

III. 13. Chinchkhed. Ruins of a Hemadpanti temple. 

Hi. , 14 . Daregaon, 14 miles west of Mehkar, an old temple of Mahadeva, stand- 

ing at a little distance from the village. It is surrounded with thick jungle. 

III. ( 15. Devalgaon Rfija, 60 miles south of Buldana. Formerly there were two 

old temples here. The town was once fortified by a wall which is now in ruins. 
This wall had seven approaches— five large gates and two small ones. 

III. . 16. Devalghat, 14 miles north-west of Chikhli. This is a town of consider- 

able antiquity and contains the ruins of numerous Hemadpanti temples. 

III. ■*17. Dhalsavangi, 16 miles west of Chikhli. An old temple of Devi, called 

Maddari. This has been partly rebuilt. It stands in Survey No. 48 and consists of 
three shrines. The principal shrine holds the image of Maddari, while the side ones 
have those of Kalika and Mahadeva. It is owned by the Mohita family of Dhad. 
Three large fairs are held here during the year in honour of the deity. There is a 
service indm of R12. The temple is situated in a picturesque spot in the midst 
of hills covered with forest, and stands on the way from Buldana to Mhasla. Also a 
square masonry cistern into which three separate springs are led through con head 
gargoyles. 
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III, < 18. Dhotra, 17 miles south of Chikhli. Two old rained temples. 

III. « 19. Digras, 24 miles west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva on the 

east of the village, partly ruined. 

III. . 20. Dombrul. An old temple of Mahadeva with a raised platform, standing 

to the north of the village in Survey No. 7. It is ruined. 

III. . 21. Dongarsevali, 10 miles north of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva 

standing on Government waste land ; ownerless. Ihe central portion is partly sculp- 
tured. 

III. > 22. Dudha, 13 miles north-west of Chikhli. A fine Hemadpanti temple about 

a mile from the village. On the temple are little idgdh minors to prevent Muham- 
madans from damaging it. 

III. 23. Dusalbid, 20 miles south-west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva 

on the north of the village. The hall or sabha mandcipa, is in ruins. 

lb. \ 24. Fatehkheldd, 12 miles north-west of Mehkar. Originally called Shakar- 

khelda, hut subsequently changed to Fatehkhelda after a pitched battle fought here 
in 1724 between Nizam-ul-mulk and Mubariz Khan. Here there is a very fine little 
masjid in excellent preservation. It has a three-arched fa 9 ade and four free 
standing pillars. The latter have octagonal shafts with square caps and bases. 
Simple little rosettes decorate the spandrils of the arches. Nearly all the decoration 
is above the cornice. The roof has one central dome which stands upon an 
ornamental octagonal drum and four little lantern minors , one at each comer. The 
mosque is surrounded by a garden and walled enclosure. It enjoys an in&m of E170 
for its up-keep. 

III. • 25. Girda, 8 miles west of Buldana. An old temple of Mahadeva, standing 

a little distance away from the village. 

III. 26. Giroli, 30 miles south-west of Chikhli. Said to have Hemadpanti remains. 

III. '27. Gomedhar, 14 miles north of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

The temple stands in a valley surrounded by hills upon all sides. A fair is annually 
held here. 

III. > 28. Gumi, 16 miles west of Buldana. An old temple of Mahadeva, in ruins, 

on the bank of a ndld to the east of the village. 

III. * 29. Gundha, 8 miles south of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva, to the 

north of the village. It is in good repair. It has a small indm rental of R3. 

• 30. Isvi, 15 miles north-east of Mehkar. An old temple of Valkesvara belong- 
ing to the Manbhavas, on the hanks of a ndld, 200 paces from the village. Also an old 


III. 
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temple of Mahadeva, on the bank of a nald, surrounded by bills. It is in good 
repair. 

Ill » 31. Jambhora, 4 miles to the south of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

It is in good repair. 

III. ' 32. Jogdari, 10 miles west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva, of good 

workmanship. Has a very good image in the shrine. 

HI- • 33. Kalambesvara, 12 miles north of Mehkar. An old step-well with four 

flights of steps on four sides, and a small shrine of Devi in its southern side. It 
is in good repair. 

HI- * 34. Karyand, 8 miles north-east of Chikhli. A small old temple of Mahadeva 

which stands to the south of the village. It is in good repair. 

Ill- ‘35. Kinhola, 6 miles north of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

III. <- 36. Kothali. An old temple of Chintamani Mahadeva, but of no interest. 

HI- '37- Linga, 9 miles west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva which stands 

to the west of the village and not far from it. It is in good repair. 

- 38. Lonar, nearly 12 miles south of Mehkar. Several Hemadpanti temples 
and tanks, also a Hindu temple which has evidently been originally a Hemadpanti, 
if not Buddhist structure. Below this temple is a tank with flights of steps and 
terraces leading down to it. The water flows through the sculptured image of a 
bullock, and is fabled to come underground all the way from the Ganges. It is 
curious as there is no apparent watershed. People of all except low castes — men, 
women and children — bathe promiscuously in it. The water is constantly changed 
as it passes through one aperture at the bottom as fast as it flows in. Low castes use 
the dirty water as it passes out below. Below the Hindu temple is the salt lake 
leading down to which there has been a magnificent flight of steps, a large portion 
of which still remains. 

Regarding this salt lake there is a wonderful legend of a giant named Lonasura 
who lived in a subterraneous abode, made by himself, under a hill, about a mile from 
the place where the village of Lonar now stands. When this monster had destroyed 
many human beings and animals, and threatened to overthrow even the gods, the 
latter became alarmed and supplicated Vishnu to relieve them from the danger. 
Vishnu assumed the form of a beautiful youth to gain over the assistance of the 
gaint’s two sisters. By their assistance he discovered the subterraneous dwelling, and 
with a touch of his toe he threw off the covering of the den and found the giant 
asleep. Engaging in single combat with him Vishnu slew him, and buried him in the 
very pit be had made his home : this was the present salt lake of Lonar. Its water 
is supposed to be his blood, and the salt is his decomposed flesh. A hill standing, 
according to the Berar Gazetteer, 36 miles to the south-west of Lonar, but according 
to an informant only about a koss from it (?), is said to be the lid of the den thrown 
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off by Vishnu, and is reported to coincide in shape and size with the surface of 
the lake. 

The lake is about a mile across, or three miles round, and is supposed to be the crater 
of an ancient volcano. Round the top of the basin is about five miles, and the sides 
slope abruptly down, and are covered with jungle and trees extending in parts to the 
margin of the lake in which panthers and wild hog are occasionally found, and in 
which pea-fowl generally abound. Nearly in the centre of the lake are said to be 
two deep fissures hitherto unfathomed, through which impregnation takes place 
during the monsoon, when only pure crystals of salt are obtained from their edges 
by divers. But to enter these openings during the hot season would be certain death. 
Evaporation takes place to a very considerable extent during the hot season, and 
leaves a crystallized deposit upon the surface that gives the lake the appearance of 
being frozen over. This deposit is carefully collected as the water evaporates, as 
well as the earth beneath it, which is also to a certain extent impregnated. These 
deposits were formerly very valuable, and yielded a handsome revenue to Gov- 
ernment The rent at present is Rupees 4,000 per annum for a five years’ lease, 
and this is regarded by the contractors as unprofitable as the lake has not dried up 
for manv vears. 

v * 

(1) The finest temple is within the village to the south within a mud wall. 
Eorty years ago the whole basement was buried in debris, but the sculptures were 
far more perfect than they are now. The basement has been unearthed, and the 
temple otherwise thrown open, and now the first sight of it takes one by surprise. 

It is built on a basement of very considerable extent and varying in height 
from five feet four inches to eight feet. The general form of this basement is that of 
a cross measuring from east to west about 106 feet, and from north to south 84 feet. 
The comers are broken up in the usual manner by a number of re-entrant angles. 
On the east face a flight of steps (seven) ten feet eight inches wide leads on to the 
terrace which is seventeen feet broad by sixteen feet three inches in depth. Here is 
the principal entrance to the temple by a door eight feet four inches high by three 
feet eight inches wide. On the north side the corresponding seven steps are seven 
feet nine inches by three feet six inches, while on the south side there are eight steps 
eight feet five inches wide, and a door seven feet three inches by three feet four 
inches. The whole of the interior or nearly so has fallen in and is supported by 
about two-and- twenty arches of brick and mortar. The mandapa has been twenty- 
eight feet four inches by twenty-eight feet seven inches, supported by four columns 
enclosing a slightly raised platform. These columns measure three feet five inches 
at the base, and, so far as can be estimated, have been about ten feet high. Opposite 
each pillar has been a pilaster with demi-pilasters in the corners and midway between 
these on each wall an additional pilaster, except on the right side of the north door, 
where there is a niche apparently opening into a reservoir of water. No remains of 
the ceiling or dome now exist. The anti-chamber is eleven feet two inches broad by 
ten feet deep ; the doorway has gone and has been built up with brick and mortar ; 
pilasters and semi-pilasters support one architrave two feet nine inches thick, over 
which is an octagonal frieze apparently sculptured with troops. The angles below 
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and without this octagon are embellished with groups of figures ; on one a man is 
playing on a flute, with women and cows on either side ; on the next is a figure with 
four arms trampling on a prostrate form and holding in two upper hands a chakra 
and konch, and in the two latter a scimitar and club ; there is a woman on one side, 
two on the other, and in the angles are Hanuman and a cow. In the third is a 
figure holding a man round the waist between Ms thighs and apparently crushing his 
head with his hands, whilst two figures are represented on either side. The last com- 
partment contains a figure with four arms, the two upper raised ; one of the lower 
grasps a man by the hair and the other holds him by the arm, while the right foot is 
placed on his back. On the right is a woman with clasped hands and a small stand- 
ing figure on the left, and in the angles behind, prostrate supplicating, a woman. 

Above the frieze the dome becomes circular, and consists of three cornices, the 
lower plain, the next carved with foliage, and the third with geometrical figures ; 
while above all is a rosette in the centre. 

The doorway into the shrine is seven feet three inches by three feet eight 
inches. Round it the ornamentation is exceedingly elaborate, and in the centre over 
it a figure of Ganesa. The priests object to one’s entering the sanctuary, but on 
the pedestal (apparently original) is an erect statue of Vishnu with the two arms 
upraised, the one holding a konch and the other a chakra, and the other two pendant, 
the right holding a club and the left a man by the hair. The image is said to have 
been brought from Nagpur at very great cost. 

Like those of Amruth (Ambarnatha P) and Somanatha, the whole exterior of this 
temple is one mass of sculpture, and the eaves and some of the borders are very 
beautiful; but though the quantity of sculpture is so great, the subjects are compara- 
tively few, — gods of the Hindu pantheon, obscenity in its grossest forms, dancing 
girls and musicians, and all the paraphernalia of debauchery. Many of the groups, 
visible forty years ago have since been knocked off, a piece of Vandalism similar to that 
enacted at Elura where several statues were emasculated to save the blushes forsooth of 
two prudish ladies : but still traces remain to render it a case of “ honi soit qui mal-y 
pense.” 

(2) . The next Hemadpanti temple is to the north of the village, and midway 
between it and the temple and tank ; it consists of a portico with small wings at each 
end open in front, but enclosed on the other side and supported by three lines of 
columns and pilasters opposite each column in the third rank. It measures 102 feet 
bv 20 feet, and there has been an enclosed building in a line with one of the wings. 
It is supposed to have been a place of almsgiving ; the recipients occupy the portico 
while the victuals were cooked in the enclosure. 

(3) . To the east of the large temple is a fine Hemadpanti tank. It is enclosed 
by a stone wall eleven feet high, on three sides of which are passages of nine steps 
leading down to the first terrace, which is 85 feet square. The walls, both of the 
enclosure and at the sides of the steps, are ornamented with pretty pilasters and 
niches, whilst on the fourth side is a charming balcony projecting over the first and 
second terraces. 
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There are four terraces decreasing in size in proportion with the descent. There 
are six steps from the first to the second and the third, and from the third to the 
fourth. 

lib' (4), (5), (6), (7) and (8). Half way along the road to the salt lake is another 

very pretty temple, and there are four others in the margin of the lake. 

All these temples probably belong to about the 12th century when the Hindus 
seem to have been perfectly “ mad upon their idols ” and were only saved from utter 
degradation resulting therefrom by the inroads of the iconoclastic followers of Islam. 

XU. . 39. Madh, 22 miles north-west of Chikhli. An old temple of Maliadeva, stand- 

ing at the source of the Penganga. It is in ruins. 

XIX. .40. Malangi, 6 miles south of Chikhli. An old temple of Maliadeva. 

HI. , 41. Malkapur, a station on the G. I. P. Railway. A temple of Sri Rama- 

cliandra in which there is an illegible inscription of about ten lines in nagari 
characters, also the old Jami Masjid. 

III_ ' 42. Masrul, 20 miles west of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva, standing 

in Survey No. I, being used as a sardi. 

„ 43. Mehkar, 36 miles south-east of Buldana. All that a few years ago repre- 
sented the once fine temple of Mehkar was a picturesque ruin of standing columns 
and lintels, situated upon a very high basement or platform. The columns, judging 
from photographs, were of an old type and rather neat in design, and decorated with 
large lozenge-shaped ornament, conventional eaves, and bands of geese. These have 
now all disappeared. 

In 1888 there was excavated at Mehkar an image of “ Balaji ” (Vishnu ?). 
It is a well-carved, highly polished, blackstone image, about life size. He stands 
with two hands hanging down and two bent upwards. In the right upper he holds 
the handle of a club with the head of it resting below. The right lower holds a lotus 
bud ; the left upper, the chakra ; and in the left lower hand he holds the sankha. 
He wears several necklaces, and around his loins hang ornamental chains and 
hangings. He wears armlets, bracelets, and anklets, and stands upon a lotus. Upon 
his head is a very high conical bejewelled cap, with the Mrttimukha set In front and 
above it a two-armed seated figure with a bow. At his feet on either side are 
smaller figures— on the right a dwarf with a seated female worshipper with hands 
together, and on the left a similar dwarf to the last with a taller standing figure. 
One dwarf holds a sankha, whilst the other holds the chakra. The standing female 
figure holds the padma or lotus bud. Around the figure is a frame, pointed at the 
top, upon each side of which are small panels containing the avataras of Vishnu, 
four on each side. Above the avataras, on either side, is a little nich, the right 
holding Brahma, the left Siva. Behind the head is an ornamental halo. Though 
elaborately and minutely finished, the style of the figure and features, and a general 
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stiffness, savour strongly of very late if not quite modem workmanship. The 
figure most certainly does not belong to the age of the old temple at Mehkar. It 
is said to have been excavated at Mehkar and to have been found in a buried 

III. room. A new temple to enshrine this image has been erected upon the site of the 
ruins mentioned above. 

III. .44. Mhasle, 20 miles west of Malkapur. Said to have a Hemadpanti 

temple. 

III. »45. Nagangaon, 18 miles south of Malkapur (? 20 miles west of Mehkar). A 

small temple of Mahadeva but of little account. 

III. *46. Nagzari, 7 miles north-west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva, 

among the hills, standing in Survey No. 9. In front of the temple a spring of water 
flows out through a gaumukha. 

HI, .47. Nandre, 10 miles north-west of Chikhli. Said to contain a Hemad- 

panti temple. 

III. *48. Naravel, 7 miles north of Malkapur. Temple of Kotesvara Mahadeva. 

Stands on the banks of the Purna, and has inam land for its up-keep. 

HI. -49. Panchdevala, 18 miles north-east of Mehkar; a deserted village. A 

triple-shrined old temple of Mahadeva, partly ruined. 

HI. -50. Parda, 18 miles west of Mehkar (? 6 miles south-west). An old tqftnple 

of Mahadeva situated at the foot of a hill. It has inam land rented at R5 for 
the up-keep of the service in the temple. It is in a ruinous state. 

III. 51, Pimpalgaon Raja, 20 miles south-east of Malkapur. Within the environs of 

the town, to the southern side, there is a subterranean temple of the goddess Renitka ; 
it is about 30 feet deep, without masonry, three arches leading into a narrow passage 
hewn out of the rock ; at the bottom is the idol. Close by are three fine cisterns. 
This temple is said to be prior to the foundation of the town ; the goddess used to 
enjoy some annual allowance, which Aurangzib granted on being convinced by some 
miracles of the presence of divinity. 

III. >52. Rdjegaon, 10 miles west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva of 

elegant construction. Has a fine image in the shrine. The temple is in good order. 

HI. < 53. Rajur, 21 miles south of Malkapur. An old temple of Ramesvara in a 

dilapidated condition. 

116. 54. Rohinkheda, 20 miles south of Malkapur. A temple of Kalesvara 

Mahfideva, partly rebuilt, but much ruined. Also the old Jami Masjid, originally a 
well-built and decorated building, but now much dilapidated. It has an inscription 
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in Persian characters. The masjid is built much on the same plan and lines as that 
at Patehkhelda. 

Ill- 55. Sakegaon, 4 miles west of Chikhli. The temple here consists of a 

closed mandapa, shrine, and porch. A large portion of the back of the shrine has 
fallen with most part of the sikhara . The walls are comparatively plain, being 
decorated by four or five lines of bold moulding round the plinth, surmounted 
bv three bands of ornament. In plan, all angles are right angles and the projecting 
faces of the manclapa walls are shallow. Those of the shrine are bolder but plain 
and simple in outline. The part of the sikhara that stands shews it to have been 
in the northern style of the same type as that of Govindesvara at Sinnar. 

IIA / 56. Satgaon, 4 miles north of Chikhli. Pive Hemadpanti temples — (1) The 

principal one is just outside the west wall of the village, and almost adjoining it. 
(2) On the north side are the remains of a small but beautiful temple which appears 
to have been originally in the same enclosure. (3) The other three are close 
within the village walls; the largest of them is merely an oblong apartment 
containing the ling a and yoni and an image of Ganesa. There has been a verandah 
in front supported by four columns ; and the entrance has been elaborately sculp- 
tured. In the centre of this verandah is a large sculpture of Nandi. (4) The next 
in size consists of four columns supporting the architraves, above which is the 
common simple roof. But the backs of the posterior pair of columns being only 
rough hewn, this may have only been the portico of another temple. (5) The fifth 
is only a small cell distinguishable as Hemadpanti only by the pilasters on each side 
of the entrance. 

The principal temple faces the west. The hall is about sixteen feet six inches 
square with porticoes to the north, south, and west. To the east are the antechamber 
and sanctuary. In the centre of the hall is the dais, so common in these temples, 
nine feet (? inches) high and eight feet two inches square, upon the corners of which 
stand columns two feet square and seven feet ten inches high. Opposite these, at 
four feet two inches distance on the east side, are pilasters forming the entrance to the 
vestibule of the shrine, while at the same distance on the other sides are somewhat 
smaller columns only one foot six inches square at the base and seven feet three 
inches high. There are another pair forming the fronts of the porticoes which are 
about five feet wide. All round, the temples and its porticoes axe open, with a low 
screen wall about two feet high, ornamented by dwarf pilasters, between each pair 
of which are dancing figures. The coping of this screen is a broad slab supported 
within by brackets ornamented with tigers and elephants’ heads outside. 

The vestibule of the shrine is six feet wide and four feet four inches deep, on either 
side of which is a handsome niche in which are the remains of statues. Over the 
pilasters, on each side the entrance to it, is an extra capital crowned by one elephant, 
and this is repeated all round the temple. The entrance to the sanctuary is charmingly 
sculptured, and the whole face is of polished black marble. Ganesa as usual flourishes 
on the centre of the lintel of the door. The shrine is six feet square, and inside are 
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the remains of a very handsome vedi or pedestal also of black marble, but the image 
it once supported is destroyed and the feet (of alabaster) with anklets around them 
alone remain. 

The four centre columns within the hall are very handsome. The capitals 
have four brackets each supported by a four-armed figure. The capital rests on 
an abacus supported by figures at the comers now destroyed. The architraves 
are all very massive and divided into compartments containing gods and god- 
desses with attendants. Above this the frieze depicts scenes of combat, wrestling, 
dancing and musicians, while above is a cornice of pretty foliage, and over that 
another of scollop pattern. The frieze and cornices form a segment of a circle 
above which the ceiling is flat and ornamented with a charming pendentive. 
The architraves over all the outer columns around the temple partake of the same 
massiveness and richness of earning as the inner ones, and the ceilings between the 
two are ornamented with the like pendentives. All over the outside of the temples 
it seems it was profusely sculptured, the principal groups apparently having been 
in the upper portion, which is now nearly all fallen down. 

* 57. Sayakhed, 30 miles south-west of Mehkar. Said to contain a Hemad- 
panti temple. 

-58. Sendurjan, 12 miles west of Mehkar. Three old temples among the hills, 
one of them with three shrines. Also an old step-well. 

* 59. Shelgaon, 14 miles south of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

III. - 60. Shivni, 32 miles to the south-west of Mehkar. An old temple of Devi, 

standing upon a hill. 

III. / 61. Sinkhed, 32 miles west of Mehkar. To the north-west of the town the 

half finished fort stopped by Murshid Khan (about A.D. 1650) still remains an 
uncompleted structure. It is about 150 yards square, and is built of solid black 
stone cemented with lead. There are three or four very large wells and tanks, 
constructed by the Jadhavs about two hundred years ago, the temple of the god 
MlakantheSvara, to the south-west, is the oldest structure, supposed to have been 
built by Hemadpant, and containing an inscription nearly effaced, being some 
feet under water in the tank near the temple. There are also several palaces, such 
as the Mahalbagh, Mahakala, and the Desmukh’s palace, which yet bear testimony 
to the ancient magnificence of the J adliavs, and prosperity of the town. Also the 
Kamesvara temple to the west of the town. In an old dome about 50 paces north 
of the last is a decorated dargdh with an inscription in five and a half lines on a 
stone above the doorway. 

HI. 62. Sivnagari. Ruins of a Hemadpanti temple. 

Ill, ‘63 Somath&na, 3 miles east of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

Mi 
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III. * 64. Sultan pur, 6 miles south-west of Mehkar. A fine old temple of 

Mahadeva partly ruined. An annual fair is held here in the month of Sravana, 
in honour of the deity. 

HI. .65. Tarapur, 19 miles north of Chikhli, and 8 miles north-east of Buldana. 

An old temple of Deri which stands in Survey No. 6. It is much decayed and has 
partly fallen. There are inscriptions, each in three lines, in five different places 
on this temple, but are illegible. 

III. x 66. Umrad, 26 miles north-west of Mehkar. An old temple of Narasinha. 

III. .67. Vadali, 16 miles north of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

III. .68. Vaddari, 8 miles west of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva. 

IIL <69. Vadgaon, 10 miles west of Mehkar. A large old step-well, with two 

flights of steps one on each side. Upon one side the steps have fallen. 

III. 70. Vaghali. Said to have Hemadpanti remains. 

Ill, • 71. Varud, 20 miles west of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva in a 

dilapidated condition. 

HI. 72. Varvand, 16 miles north of Mehkar. An old temple of Mahadeva 

situated among the hills, with a spring near. 

III. ' 73. Yeklara, 8 miles east of Chikhli. An old temple of Mahadeva. 
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V.— BAsim. 


III. 1. Basim. (1) The Hindu temple adjoining the town of Basim, dedicated to 

Venkatesvara, or more familiarly known as Balasaheb, is said to have been con- 
structed by Bhuvani Kalu at fan estimated cost of a Idleh of rupees. It is a well- 
built temple and is one of the finest modem temples in Berar. (2) A small temple 
of Bal&ji situated in the middle of the town, said to have been constructed 500 years 
ago, is built of burnt brick and lime and plastered. (3) A small temple of Karnes - 
vara Mahadeva, said to have been built some 200 years ago. (4) Masjid of Kaki 
Shah in the heart of the town, a plain building of brick and lime. 

jjT, 2. Aunda-Naganath, 40 miles south of Basim in Haidarabad territory. A 

very fine temple covered with statues and sculpture. 

III. • 8. Bhar, 8 miles west by south from Bissod. An old Hindu temple with the 

tomb of Batanatha, supposed to have been built 275 years ago. The temple has 
indm land attached. 

HI. 4. Gomi. One or two small temples. 

HI. • 5. Gondesvara, a hamlet adjacent to Basim. A small temple of Balaji in 

brick and mortar. 

III. 6. Mangarul Pir, 20 miles north-east of Basim. The evidences of old 

mosques and other buildings partially and wholly in ruins indicate that Mangarul 
was once a much more prosperous place than it is at present. Upon high ground 
overlooking the town stands the dargdh of Hyat Kalandar. It is said to have been 
constructed 660 years ago. It is an elegant building but plain. On the left side of 
the masjid is an tn$CTtjptton of 1146. The place enjoys an indm grant of B600 for 
its up-keep. There are other two dargahs of Shanam Saheb and Shanamula Saheb, 
to the south of the town. 

III. -7. Pophali, 6 miles north-west of Umarkhed. Near the village are the 

ruins of a Hemadpanti chhatri. There is also a Hemadpanti temple half buried 
in the ground. 

HI. . 8. Pusdd, 32 miles south-east of Basim. The temple of Mahadeva, a small 

Hemadpanti shrine. On the banks of the river Pus, on the road to Basim, are the 
remains of some small Hemadpanti shrines, and a larger temple of this class has 
been partly excavated. 

jjj ’ 9. Sirpur, 12 miles west by north of Basim. Pamous for the shrine of 

Antariksha P&r&vanatha, a sacred resort of the Jains. There is here a small but ancient 
Jaina temple having a horizontal dome with pendants richly carved. 
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III. l. Ashtona, in Kelapur tdlukd. A temple of Mahadeva. 

III. 2. Bham, 16 miles soutli of Yeotmal on tlie Aran river. Ruins of immense 

buildings of stone covering a very large area, and now overgrown with jungle. 

Ill, > 3. Dabhadi, 25 miles south of Darva. The temple of Omkaresvara stands a 

quarter of a mile to the west of the village, ascribed to Hemadpant. It is 67| feet 
long, and the roof is supported upon 28 plain octagonal columns. It is in a ruined 
condition. In front is a dipamala and a samddhi or tomb sculptured with monkeys. 

III. - 4. Darva contains some old tombs belonging to the Q&zi’s family which are 

beautifully built in a fine-grained stone. 

III. 5. Dudhgdon, 2 miles east of Darva. The temple of Sri Panchalingesvara 

consists of a shrine and sabha mandapa, and is supported in'part by eighteen columns 
of black stone. The sabha mandapa is enclosed upon three sides hut open on the 
fourth, and around the walls are niches. The temple is ascribed to Hemadpant. 

III. • 6. Javalgdon, 9 miles north-east of Darva. An old ruined Hemadpanti 

temple of Mahadeva. The roof of the sabha mandapa is supported upon twelve 
columns four of which are enclosed. In the centre of the sabha mandapa is a tortoise 
carved in stone. 

III. 7. Jugad, 14 miles south of Wun. A Hemadpanti temple whose roof is 

supported by twenty-two columns, most of them sculptured. The temple appears to 
have once been a very good one, but it is going to ruin. 

III. ' Kalam, in Yeotmal tdlukd , has an underground temple dedicated to 

Chintaman. 

III. 9* Kalamner in Kelapur tdlukd. An. old Hemadpanti temple of Maha deva. 

III. 10. Kap, on the Penganga, 30 miles west of Pandarkauda. A temple to 

Kapesvara, but not old. 

HI* II* Keldpur, 28 miles west of Wun. Said to contain a Hemadpanti temple 

of Devi. 

HI* 12* Kurhdd, 25 miles north-west of Kelapur. A Hemadpanti temple of 

Mahadeva. 
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III. 


III. 


III. 


III. 


III. 


III. 


III. 


III. 


III. 
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III. 


1 13. Lak, 6 miles south of Darva. A double Hemadpanti temple. Two 
shrines face one another and are joined by a common sabhd mandapa. The eastern 
portion of the temple is in ruins, but the western is in a comparatively good 
condition. 

'14. Larkhed, about 10 miles east of Darva. An old Hemadpanti temple of 
Lakshesvara Mahadeva consists of a shrine and sabhd mandapa supported upon six- 
teen carved pillars. 

• 15. Lohara, 2J miles from Yeotmal. An old temple ascribed to Hemadpant 
consisting of sanctum and sabhd mandapa , the latter being supported upon eighteen 
black stone columns, six of which are sculptured. 

16. Mahagaon, 11 miles south-east of Darva. An old temple of Kamalesvara 
Mahadeva consisting of a shrine and sabhd mandapa supported by eighteen columns, 
twelve of which are enclosed. Both sides of the entrance to the temple are well carved. 

' 17. Nimbha, 9 miles east of Darva. An old temple with a subterranean 
hall, the roof of which is supported by sixteen columns, twelve of which are 
enclosed. The walls, on either side of the entrance to the underground chamber, 
are sculptured. In the underground room are placed the image of “ Sri Dattatreya ” 
and the ten incarnations of Vishnu. The temple is held in great sanctity by the 
Hindus, who here offer their oblations to the manes of their deceased ancestors. 

.18. Pandarkauda in Wun taluka. A temple to Muradhar (? Muralidhara) 
but apparently modem. 

w 19. Pandhardevi in Kelapur taluka, situated in reserved State forest. Said to 
be a Hemadpanti temple. 

r/ 20. Pdthrot, 50 miles east of Darva. The temple of Sri Devi Lakhamjai, 
situated to the west of the village, ascribed to Hemadpant but said to have been 
repaired by one of the Rajas of Nagpur. Sixteen columns support the sabhd man- 
dapa, but they are plain. 

21. Ralegcion in Kelapur taluka. Temple of Sri Rukhumabai, modem, and 
of no special interest. 

rt 22. R&veri, 28 miles north of Pandarkauda. An old temple of Mahadeva, the 
roof of which is supported by about sixteen columns. The temple is going to ruin. 

• 23. Sdtephal, 13 miles north of Darva. The temple of Kapilesvara consist- 
ing of a shrine and sabhd mandapa. The roof is supported by eighteen columns, 
sixteen of which are enclosed. There are some inscriptions on the wall. The walls 
are sculptured and the doorway is decorated with figures of Krishna, the eighth 
incarnation of Vishnu, surrounded by gopis. 
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HI, . 24. Sonevarona, 16 miles north of Darya. A Hemadpanti temple, the roof of 

which is supported by twelve columns, six of which are enclosed, the remaining six 
being octagonal. 

ITT . . 25. Wai in Kelapur tdlukd. A Hemadpanti temple. 

HI. 26. Warud, 10 miles north-west of Darva. A Hemadpanti temple to Mahadeva, 

the roof of which is supported by six octagonal columns and ten pilasters. In the 
sabhd mandapa are six niches. -Repaired some 75 years ago. 

HI, 27. Yeotmal. An old Hemadpanti temple the roof of which is supported by 

eighteen pillars, two of which have elephants carved upon them, and the remaining 
sixteen have carved capitals and bases. The doorway is also sculptured, and upon 
each side of the entrance are carved niches. 

III. 28. Zadgaon in Kelapur tdlukd. An old Hemadpanti temple of Mahadeva. 



glossary. 


Achalesvara. An epithet of Siva (the immove- 
able). 

Aditya. The Sun. 

Agastya. The name of a celebrated Rishi. 

Amalaka. A kind of fruit, and hence used as the 
name of the crowing member, next the finial, 
of a sikhara or spire on account of its resem- 
blance to that fruit. 

Amaranatha. A name of Siva. 

Amb&i. The name of a goddess. 

Ambika. A name of Parvati or Uma. 

Ananta — Sajja. Probably the corruption of 
Ananta — Sayya, one who rests upon Ananta 
the snake; hence, Vishnu. 


A 

AntarSla. Antechamber. 

Antariksha. The sky. 

Arti. The presentation of a light at the end of 
„ . the ceremony of worship of an image. 

Asa. Hope, desire. 

Asapurani. A goddess who fulfils desires. 
Ashadha. Name of the fourth month of the 
Hind a year. 

Asvathaman. N ame of a famous Brahman warrior 
and General of the army of the Kauravas. He 
was the son of Hronacharya. 

Avatara. An incarnation. 

Ayodhyd. Name of a city, the capital of Rama. 


s 


Badarinatha. Name of a temple at Badari dedi- 
cated to Vishnu. 

Badal Mahal.^ Cloud palace. 

B&gesvara. Siva. 

Bahina — BMu. Sister and brother. 

Bdldji. A form of Vishnu. 

* 

B&lukesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Bangala. House or Residence. 

Bar&dari. A building with 12 doors ; a palace. 
BaraLmgas. The twelve famous (Jyotir) lingas of 
Siva. 

B&rava. A step- well. 

Barudkhanft. A magazine. 

Bavali. A step-well. 

Bhadrachallam . Name of a mountain. 


Bhadravati. Name of an ancient city. 
Bhadrinatha. Epithet of Siva. 

Bharrava. Siva in his terrific form. 

Bhavani. A name of Parvati. 

Bhutanatha. An epithet of Siva (lord of spirits). 
Bi jak. An inscribed slab. 

Bindu. A drop. 

Birinchi Narayana. The sun god. 

Brahma. The Creator ; the first god of the Triad. 
BrahmaeMri. One who has taken the vow of 
celibacy. 

Brahmapura. Name of a temple. 

Buddha. The title of Sakya Muni, the founder of 
the Buddhist religion. 


OhabutrS. A platform. 

Chaitra. The first month of the Hindu year. 
Chakra. The discus of Vishnu. 

Champa. The name of a temple. 

Ohfi nde. Name of a celebrated Rajput bard. 
Charana. The foot, footprints. 
Chaitanyesvara. An epithet of Siva. 


-Dakhan. The Southern Country. 
D&nesvara. An epithet of Siva. 
Bantesvari, The name of a devi (Kali). 

Dargah, A Mnsalman tomb. 


c 

j Chedi. Name of an ancient dynasty in Northen 
I India. 

Chintamani. The philosopher’s stone. Also the 
name of a god 

Chowk. A quadrilateral place. A platform. 
Chhattri. An umbrella. A small pavilion on 

pillars. 

Chhota. Small. 

D 

Darwaza. A gateway. 

Dasaratha. Rama’s father, King of AyodhyS. 
Dasa Avatara. Ten incarnations. Usually applied 
to the principal ten incarnations of Vishnu. 

H 



so 


glossary. 


Dattdtreya. The name of a sage, son of Atri by 
his wife Anasuy&, considered as the incarna- 
tion of Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. 

Davul Durla. Name of a temple, named after a 
queen. 

Deval. A temple. 

Devanagari. The style of characters in which 
Sanskrit is usually written. 

Devi, Goddess. 

DeviM-sthana. Place of a devi. 

Dhablesvara, Epithet of Siva. 


Dharmapa, Religious austerity. 

Dhar masala. Charity-hall. A shelter built for 
the free use of travellers and pilgrims. 

Dharamesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Dipadana. A lamp-post or pillar, usually a 
masonry erection with niches for a great 
number of lights, set up before a temple. 

Divan. Prime minister. 

Durga. A name of one of the forms of Parvati. 

Dvara, A doorway. 


E 

Ekniri. The goddess of Halapur, C.P. (Renuka). 

E 

Fasli. The Persian era. 


G 


Gad&. A mace. 

Ganapati or Ganesa. The elder son of Mahadeva, 
represented with an elephant’s head, and god 
of wisdom. 

Gandhesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Garha. A fort or citadel. 

Garuda. A bird, sometimes represented as a man 
with a bird’s head, and a man with a bird’s 
beak ; the vehicle of Vishnu. 

Gomukha. A gargoyle in the shape of a cow’s 
head, usually placed at the sources of sacred 


streams for the water to run through. 

Gavali. A milkman. 

Ghdt. A flight of steps, usually by a tank or river 
side. A pass in a chain of mountains. 
Godavari. Name of a river. 

Gond. An aboriginal tribe. 

Gopala Deva. Krishna. 

Gopinatha. Krishna. 

Gudi. A temple. 

Gupta. Name of an ancient dynasty. 


H 


Hanuman. The mythological monkey warrior who 
assisted Rama. 

Hari. A name of Vishnu. 

Hari-Samkara. Vishnu-Siva. 

Haveli. A palace. 

Homadpant. Name of the divan of one of the 


Yadava kings who is supposed to have built 
300 temples as penance for sin. 

Hidimba. A demon whose sister became the wife 
of Bhima. 

Hiranya Kasipu. A demon king slain by Nara- 

sinha. 


I 

Idgah. A Muhammadan place of prayers. I 

Ikshu. Sugarcane. i 


Inam. Landed property generally given for 
service rendered. 

Indra. The Lord of gods. 


J 


Jagannatha. Epithet of Vishnu as 1 Lord of the 
Universe.’ 

Jain. A follower of the Jaina religion. 

Jami. Assembly, as applied to the chief mosque 
of a town ; sometimes the chief mosque is 
called the Juma — (Friday) mosque. 


Jamindar. A landlord. 

Jatra. A fair. 

Jharuka. An air-hole, a window. 

Jogi or Yogin. A Hindu religious mendicant ; an 

ascetic. 
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K 


Kabar. A Muhammadan tomb. 

Kala-Bhairava. Siva in one of bis terrible forms. 
Kalavantin. A dancing woman. 

Kalesvara. An epithet of Mahadeva. 

Kali or Kalika. An epithet of Parvatt as Durga. 
Kamalesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kamfivisdar. A subordinate revenue officer. 
Kapalesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kapesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kapila. Name of an ancient sage. 

Kapilesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Karmesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Karnesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kartika, The seventh month of the Hindu year. 
Katorah. A beggar’s bowl. 


Kesavanfitha. The god Vishnu. 

Khalari Mata. Name of a village deity at Khopra, 

Kholesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Khopra. Name of a deity at the village of the 
same name. 

Kirttimukha. ‘ Pace of Fame.’ A grinning face 
much used upon Hindu temples, and is found 
generally upon the front of the threshold of 
temple doorways. 

Kolesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kotesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kothi. A store-house, a granary, a room. 

Kulesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Kunda. A tank, 

Kusalesvara. An epithet of Siva. 


L 


IAkh. 1,00,000. 

Lakhamjai. Name of a Goddess. 

Lakshanosvara. An epithet of Siva. 
I>akshesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Iiakshmana. Step-brother of Rama, King of 
Ayodhya. 

Lakshmi-Narayana. Lakshmi and her husband 


Vishnu. 

L aku da-Mahal. A wooden palace. 
Lankesvari. Name of a goddess. 

Lat. A round stone pillar. 

Linga. The phallic emblem of Siva. 
Lokapala (Lokabala). An epithet of Vishnu. 


M 


Maddari. Name of a goddess. 

Madhu. Honey. 

Madhu Sudha. ‘Honey and nectar,’ name of a 
ttrtha. 

Mahabharata. The celebrated epic which des- 
cribes the contests between the sons of Pandu 
and Dhritarashtra. 

Mahabodhi. An epithet of Buddha. 

Mahadeva. Siva, ‘ the great god.’ 

Mahakala. Siva in his character as destroyer. 

Mahak&li. An epithet of Durga, the female coun- 
terpart of Mahakala. 

Mahakosala. Ancient name of a country. 

Mahal. A palace. 

Mahalakshmi. The goddess of fortune. 

Mahamandapa. The great or main hall of a 
temple. 

MahSr, A low caste person. 

Mahar&ja. King ; lit. ‘ great king.’ 

Mahasivaratri. The festival in honour of Siva on 
the 14th of the dark half of the month of 


Magha. 

Mahesvara. An epithet of Siva. 
Mahishasura-Mardani. A devi who killed the 
demon Mahishasura. 

Manbhavas, A religious sect, worshippers of 
Krishna, who wear black garments. 

Mandapa. A hall in a temple. 

Mandira. A temple, mansion, hall. 

Manikas. Beads. 

Mansarobar (manasa sarovara). Name of a tank. 
Mar kanda, h ame of an ancient sage. 

Maruti. The famous monkey warrior. 

Masjid. A mosque. 

Matha. A monastery. 

Moresvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Mrikandu. Name of an ancient sage. 
Mrityunjaya. An epithet of Siva. 

Mukundaraja. Name of a sage and poet. 
Mundali, A wall. 

Muralidhara. An epithet of Krishna. 

Mushaka (moksha). Pinal beatitude. 


ITaga. A serpent. 

Nagarakh&na. The place where drums and music 
are played. 


Nalg. A small stream. 

Nandi. The sacred bull, Siva’s vehicle. 
Nandikesrara, Same as Nandi. 
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Nanesvara, An epithet of Siva . 

Narasinha. The fourth (lion) incarnation of 
Vishnu. 

Narasinhan&tha. Same as Narasinha. 


Narayana. An epithet of Vishnu. 

Nemnuk. Allowance or pension. 

Nilakantha, Nilakanthesvara. Epithets of Siva. 
Nimbai. Name of a goddess. 


OmMra. The sacred syllable. 


0 

| Omkaresvara. Epithet of Siva. 


P 

Padma. A lotus. 

Padmasani. A name of Lakshmi. 

Padmesvari. A name of Lakshmi 

Pahar or Pahad. A hill. 

Panchalinga. A collection of five lingas. 

Panehalingesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Panchayatanam. A collection of five shrines, 
devoted generally to Siva, Vishnu, Ganesa, 
Devi, and Surya respectively. 

Pandavas. The five sons of Pandu. 

Pandharinatha. The famous god Vithoba of Pan- 
dharpur. 

Papavimochana. ‘ Emancipation from sin name 
of a tirtha. 

Parganfi. A province. 


Parsvanatha. One of the 24 Jaina saint3. 
Patmahesvari. An epithet of Parvati. 

Pindi. A ling a, the phallic emblem. 

Pinglai. Name of a goddess. 

Pippala or pipal. A tree of the fig species. 
Pradakshina. Circumambulation about a shrine. 
Pradhana. A minister of a king. 

Pujari. A worshipper, more especially one who 
attends upon the idol to carry out the needful 
ceremonies. 

Ptmdalika. One form of Vishnu, Vithoba. 
Puranas. Hindu mythological books. 

Puranika. One who expounds the sacred books. 
Pushkarini. A lake. 


R 


R&ja. King. 

ttaja-r&jesvara. Kubera. __ 

Bajesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Bajiva-lochana. Lotus-eyed. 

Bakshasa. A demon. 

Wom a . The famous King of Ayodhya, hero of the 
Ramayana, and seventh incarnation of 
Vishnu. 

Ramachandra. Another name of Rama. 
Bamakshetra. Rama’s abode. 

Hama’s tekari. Rama’s hill. 


Bamesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Bangoli. Silicious stone powdered. 

Rani. Queen. 

Rat ha. A chariot. 

Renuka. Name of the mother of Parasurama, 6th 
incarnation of Vishnu. 

Reva. A name of the Narmada river. 

Reva Nayaka. * Lord of the Narmada.’ 

Rishi. A sage. 

Rudra Devi. A name of Parvati. 

Rudresvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Rukhumai or Rukhumabai. Wife of Vithoba. 


s 

Sabha-mandapa. Chief hall of a temple. 
Sada-bad&. Always great. 

Sadhu. A saint. 

Sakhar. Sugar. 

Samadhi. A tomb. 

S&mba-Siva. Parvati and her husband Siva. 
Samkara. Siva. 

Samlai. Name of a goddess.^ 

Samlesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Samvat. The Vikramaditya Era. 

Sankha. The conch shell. 


Sati. A woman who immolates herself upon he* 
husband’s pyre. 

Satya (Vuga). The first of the four Hindu ages. 

Savantai. Name of a temple at Savantpnr. 

Sesha. The great snake deity upon which Vishnu 
is often represented as reclining. 

Siddhesvara, An epithet of Siva. 

Sikhara. The tower or spire of a temple. 

SilekMna. An armoury. 

Sinduragiri. Name of a hill (lit. ‘hill of red 
lead ’). 
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31t§. Wife of Rama, daughter of Janaka, King 
of Mithila. 

Sivarfitri. The Hindu festival in honour of Siva, 
held on the 14th day of the dark half of the 
month of Magha. 

Somanatha. An epithet of Siva. 

Somosvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Somlesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Sr&vana. The fifth month of the Hindu year. 

StMna. A place, locality. 

Stupa. A Buddhist monument in which relics 


are deposited, generally of the shape of a 
mound. 

Subhedar. A district revenue officer. 

Suddha (Paksha). Bright half of the month. 
SudM. Nectar. 

Sudra. A man of the 4th or last of the principal 

Hindu castes. 

Surya, Surja Nary ana, or Suraj Narayana. 

The Sun as a deity. 

Surya Vamsi. The Solar race. 


T 


Tehsil. Subdivision of a district. 

TAka. A tank, a rock-cut cistern. 

TS1. A tank. 

Talav. A tank. 

Tandava. A celebrated dance of Siva. 

Tapah. Religious austerity, 

Tapasvibavakikho. A solitary place of an ascetic. 
Tapogiri. A mountain where religions austerities 
were performed. 


Taptajhara. A hot spring. 

Tirtha. A holy spot, generally where there is a 
sacred spring, or tank. 

TretS (Yuga). The second of the four Hindu 
ages. 

Trisula. A trident. 

Tryambakesvara. An epithet of Siva. 


u 


TJma-Mahesvara. Parvati and Siva. [ 


Vaidya. A physician. 

Vaishnava. Relating to Vishnu. 

Vajrap&ni. One having a thunderbolt in his 
hand, one of the Buddhist Bodhi-sattvas. 
Vakratunda. An epithet of Ganesa. 

Vhlkesvara. An epithet of Siva. 

Vstmana. The Dwarf avatdra of Vishnu, 
Var&ha. The Boar avatdra of Vishnu. 


Yams Darmar&ja. The god of death. 

Yogin. Same as Jogi. 

Yoni. The female organ of generation, and 


Upa sagara. A small sea, a gulf. 


Vasistha. The name of a sage who was the 
family priest of Rama. 

Venkatesa, Venkatesvara. An epithet of Vishnu. 
Virinchi — Narayana. The Snn as a deity. 
Vishnu. The second deity of the Triad, the 
preserver. 

Vitthala. A form of Vishnu. 

VithobS. A form of Vishnu. 


represented as combined with the linga. 
Yuga. An age of the world. 


z 


Zamind&r. Same as Jamindar, 
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